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„e 

Davy is reliev'd from his ſuſpence, as to bis 

adventure. — Writes to his uncle and the 

manager.— Sets ſail for England, —4r- 

rives at Liverpoole.— Debarks.—Sets out 
with his lady for London. 


MAN cannot be imagin'd in more 
A amaze, or under greater diſquie- 

tude, than our hero was, at this 
ſudden change of ſituation; nbr, tho he 
had dealt ſo much in romance and adven- 
tures, could he find, upon recollection, a 
parallel ro this of his own ; he was an hour 
before at his liberty, returning from his 
Vor. II. wt  night- 
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2 The JuvxNIIE ADVENTURES 
nightly labour, to enjoy his repoſe uninter- 
ruptedly, as uſual; and, now, was confin'd 
he knew not how, nor by whom, on another 
element; tho* full well he weaned, that 
by the look of the place, ſome gentle power 
had raviſh'd him from ſhore, and one ſeem- 
ingly very capable of retaining him, in its 
power, maugre all the oppoſition he ſhould 
make. He ſcan'd over all his late intrigues 
in Dublin; for it is not to be deny'd that 


he had had ſome, ſince he enter*d upon 


the ſtage there; but could think of no fe- 
male capable of ſerving him ſuch a trick, 
and, after all his reſearches, was oblig'd to 
fit down, wrapp'd up, however, in con- 
templation, convinc'd of the reality of his 
being in durance, that he was broad awake, 
and that it was not occaſion'd by the idle 
and deluſive images painted upon the 
mind in ſleep. In about a quarter of an 
hour, from his being thus left alone, the 
cabin door was unlock'd, and a- ſmart 
youth brought before him an elegant ſup- 
per, and plac'd wine and other refreſh 
ments upon the ſide-board by him. He 


eſſay d to aſk him ſome queſtions ; but the 


mute attendant pointing to his lips, with a 
low bow, gave him to underſtand that his 
buſineſs was filence; and ſuddenly ſoft 
muſic breath'd in melting ftrains, without, 

i . and 


— 


. 
2 
1 4 
i. 
5 
4 
F 
7 | 
=_ 
WW 
- 


9 
Bee i 
4 


. 1 * 
_ 


S 
1 2 
it 2 * * 

1 


6. + . 
« 2 IT 


= > 


n 
. * . K > * 


: r 8 Ia N 
* SE at 5 8 Oo, +" 4 he" L 
3 — | — "II 

< AS ES + 7 „ q TR. -. ,— 


SO 
wa 1 
os 0 
— - 


+ 1 i 4-6 8 
r ws . 8 ener 
TEL ATTN 5 
3 * 1 pak q ” mt & 
PR 


r 
re nie 1 
14 . 4 POS, Nn q _ l 
4 -7 N * 1 


F DAVID RANGER. 3 


and when the inſtruments ceas'd, a melo- 
dious voice, ſung the following ſtanzas. 


Swain, no more let fear oppreſs thee, 
Thou art, here, ſecure from harms ; 
Beauty ſtudies to careſs thee, 
And to melt thee in her arms: 


Tho? ſo cold, ſo free from paſſion, 4510 
See ſhe holdeth Cupid's dart 
Give the nymph tay ſoft compaſſion, 
Give the nymph thy yielding heart. 
| * 
Then, again, muſic, in tender ſymphonies, 
breath'd Above, about, or underneatb; 
Sent by ſome ſpirits, to mortals good, 
Or it unſeen genius of the flood ; 
for theſe lines immediately occur'd to him 
from one of his favourite authors. But 
the myſtery of all this, was now to be ſoon 


unravelled. 
On a ſudden the doors flew open, and 


preſented a female form, dreſs'd in all the 


tempting attire that could adorn it, pre- 
ceeded by two footmen bearing wax tapers 
before her, -and when ſhe had advanc'd 


near enough to be 'diſtinguiſh'd, the a- 


maz'd Ranger diſcover'd; at once, the 
features of the amorous Leonora, who 
never before had entered his thoughts upon 
this occaſion, In ſhort, his ſurprize was 
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ſo great, that he was chain'd to the place 
he ſat in, and, tho' his lips were unclos'd, 
s incapable of joining them again, to 
tter any articulate ſounds, T he atten- 


 dants withdrew, and the fair enchantreſs ſit- 


ting down beſide him, laid her lovely hand 
on his, and in the ſofteſt accents thus ad- 
dreſs'd him. Ah! my Ranger, to what 
lengths will not love carry a woman, that 
feels, his tyrannic ſway with the cruel force 
I ſuſtain it! What arts have I try'd, what 
pains have I taken, ſecretly and unknown 
fo you, to gain this happy moment of your 
company ! But come, recover yourſelf 
from your aſtoniſhment—look upon your 
Leonora with kinder eyes, and have com- 
paſſion on her. Let us eat what I have pro- 
vided, and then I will explain all the rea- 
ſons for my conduct, which, no doubt, 
muſt appear very ſtrange to you. Davy, 
roſe at theſe words, and, ſo well he was 
now recover'd, claſping his arms about 
her, and ſtraining her in an arduous em- 


| brace, cry'd out, Why my charmer, ſure 


you deal with. inviſible agents, to be able 


thus to conduct this affair, and to ſteal me 
from myſelf? And what neceſſity ; for had 


I known my Jovely Leonora had been in 


Ireland, I would have flown upon the wings 


of love to her arms, Had I thought, 
il that, 
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F DAVID RANGER. x 


that, return'd the lady, I had been more 
happy than my doubts and fears have per- 
mitted me to be for a long time; but 
this kindneſs ſhall wipe away all anxiety 
and diſtruſt, and I ſhall be bſeſs'd. After 
a good deal of this tender parling, they 
ſat too, and eat heartily of their ſupper; 
being attended by the two ſervants in 
livery, and were very merry and alert 
with each other; for Davy now perceiv'd 
the whole myſtery was wrought by love, 


and, as the object was well remembered to 


be charming, he even burned with deſire 
and N of a cloſer connexion with 
her; for this he ſuppos'd would be the 
agreeable injunction laid upon him. After 
ſupper was taken away, and the cabin was 
clear*d, ſhe thus addreſs'd him: My dear 
Ranger ! you have reaſon. to be ſurpriz'd 
at my uſing this force, you have been ſub- 


ject to, to get you into my poſeſſion; but 


when I tell you all my motives, you will 
ſay I acted prudently and properly. When 

you had left me ſome weeks, at my bro- 
ther's, I perceiv'd I carry'd about me the 
conſequence of our fondneſs, and, at the 
ſame time, was robb'd of all hope of ever - 
making myſelf your's in an honourable 
way, by the mention my lord made of 


your attachment to miſs MCariiy, who 


B 3 then, 


6 The JoveniLE ADVENTURZS 
then, I firſt underſtood, was not your ſiſter 


which drove me almoſt to deſpair. I was. 


reſolv'd not to expoſe myſelf by ſtaying 
longer with my ſiſter, as my condition 
would ſoon. be too viſible to every eye; 


and therefore, form'd a reſolution of leav- 


ing them, which I did, under pretence of 
going to London; but when I came to Ten- 


by, I, with only one maid ſervant I could 


confide in, embark'd for Ireland, having 
given my brother's domeſticks, who at- 
rended me, the ſlip, and arriv'd ſafely at 


Dublin, after a very inclement ſtormy paſ- 


ſage. Believe me, Mr. Ranger, the deſign 


1 came upon, was to revenge myſelf of 


your baſeneſs, by running a poignard to 


your heart; for I look'd upon your deceiv- 
ing me, and impoſing upon me with the 


ſtory of your near relation to miſs MCar 


thy, as a mortal affront, and painted to my 


diſturb'd imagination, my too happy ri- 


5 val, exultingly ſmiling at my injuries, and 


revelling in thoſe arms to which my weak- 


neſs I thought had given me a better title. 


But after all the ſecret enquiries I made, I 
could learn neither tale nor tidings of you, 


and heard, to my ſurprize, that miſs 


Me Carily, had been married to another at 


. Kilkenny. I receiv'd theſe advices from 


her aunt's family, whom I had found our, 
and 
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and with the ſervants of which my maid 


and. faithful companion had made an ac- 
quaintance ; and having taken up my a- 
bode, under the character of a ſea officer's 
wife, with a good widbw in Thomas-Street, 
I was there deliver'd of the fruits of my 
indiſcretion, a fine boy, and exactly your 
image, which however had been bred with 
ſo. much anxiety, that, notwithſtanding all 


the advice I could procure, I loſt him in 


about a month after his birth, and bury'd 
him in St. Patrick's church. My intelli- 


gence of you, was ſo obſcure, that I now 
. reſolv'd to proſecute my ſearch no longer, 
but return'd again to my brother's at Pem- 
* broke, making ſuch excuſes for my diſap- 


pearance and abſence, for” fifteen months, 


as again reſtor*d me to the good gracesof my 
lifter, and the more eaſily, as I, in fact, ow'd 


an account of my conduct to nobody. Here 


I pin'd away two years more, daily ſighing 


after you, the man who ſtill kept the ſole 
poſeſſion of my heart, and was hurry'd to 
the very brink of deſpair, when, a letter 
arriv'd from my friend, the widow, at Dub- 
lin; with whom I kept up a correſpondence, - 
ſhe incloſing her letters directed to me, in my 
real character, under cover. She is a woman 
of good ſenſe, and writes moſt entertainingly; 
and, in giving me the news of Dublin, men- 
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tion'd the name of Mr. David Ranger, as an 
actor that had pleas'd and delighted the town 
by his maſterly performances. This wel- 
come intelligence made me alive again, 
as, from the deſcription of your perſon 
and age, I gueſs'd, truly, that you was 
my identical, long loſt ſwain. You have 
been in love yourſelf, my dear Ranger, 
and can eaſily conceive the ſchemes theſe 
advices form'd in my head, of once more 
trying to melt your obdurate heart in my 
favour. TI look'd upon you as really mine. 
by all the Jaws of juſtice and equity, and 
if, now, diſengaged, was reſolv'd, if poſ- 
ſible, to ſecure you for ever. For this 
purpoſe, not to be plagu'd with delay or 
complement, I put up my neceſſary wear- 
ing apparel, ſome jewels, and a conſider- 
able ſum of money, and, without taking 
leave of my brother or ſiſter, hearing there 


was a veſſel at Pembroke ready to ſail to 


the Jriſb coaſt, procur'd a paſſage in her, 
and once more arriv'd ſafely at my friend 
the widow's at Dublin, who was overjoy'd 
to ſee me. I made her, now, the confi- 
dante of my ſtory, and had the ſupreme 
pleaſure to ſee you perform ſeveral times, 
with admiration ; gather'd every particu- 
lar of your family and fortunes, and to my 
great joy, heard you was not married, nor 

deeply 
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of DAVID RANGER. 9 


deeply engag'd in any new amour. But 
then I knew you had already poſeſs'd my 
perſon, and dreaded that -indifference and 
coldneſs, that, too often, ſucceeds in your 
ſex, from ſuch indulgence, and was re- 
ſolv'd to have you abſolutely in my power, 
before I made myſelf known to you, and, 
if you prov'd ungrateful to my love, to 
wreck my revenge upon you, and then to 
deſtroy myſelf ; for ſuch is the violence of 
my paſſion, that either in life or death I 
muſt be yours. For this purpoſe, we ſe⸗ 
cur*d, by a large reward, the captain of this 
veſſel, now bound for Liverpoole, and ne- 
phew to my widow, in my intereſt, to aid 
me as he has done, with all his men, in 
bringing you on board, and confining you 


i | at my pleaſure, and yeſterday, for that 


purpoſe, I had all my things brought on 
board, and took leave of Dublin. Now, 
tell me, thou dear, ungrateful man, if 'all 
my pains and fatigues, my unalterable af- 
fection, do not deſerve the tendereſt re- 
turns? This weapon, and here ſhe pull'd 


cout a dagger, ſhall unite us in death, if 


you will not conſent to our union in this 
world, and if my arm is too weak, I can 
call in help ſufficient to execute my pur- 
poſe. I am, you know too well, ſoft as 
any of my ſex; but ſlighted love will 
arm me with all the fury of an Italian. Let 

B 5 me 
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me but live with you, in your preſence, 
conſent to leave Ireland with me, in this 
veſſel, and myſelf, and all I poſeſs, ſhall be 
yours. TI endeavour, by the tendereſt of- 
fices, to ſoothe your waking hours, and to 


ſoften your ſlumbers. Remember *tis your 


Leonora ſues — whoſe family and fortune 
are not unworthy of the greateſt alliances. 
Here ſhe ceas'd, and Davy, who had been 
agitated variouſly during her narration, 
was for ſome time filently, revolving what 


he had heard. At one moment he admir- 
ed her love, her conſtancy, her firmneſs 


and reſolution; at another, he ſhuddered 


at the violence of her temper and paſſion, 


with a kind of horror. However, he found 
himſelf under a force, with an object that 
he contemplated with ſome delight, and, 


as to leaving Dublin, for England, or Lon- 


don, twas what he had no averſion to, but 
rather courted, could he have an oppor- 
tunity of ſertling his affairs before his de- 
parture. He, therefore, anſwer'd the re- 
ſolute fair, in the ſofteſt terms, made her 
fling aſide the inſtrument of death, folded 


her in his arms, and, bona fide, promis d to 


continue hers for ever; but when he men- 
toned going on ſhore to tranſact his 
buſineſs before he departed, he found her 
inflexibly determined againft granting him 
ſuch a dangerous indulgence, as ſhe call'd 
it, 
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of DAVID RANGER. 11 
it, and as ſhe had gone ſo far, was reſolv'd 
to go thro' with her work ; but told him, 
he could have no affairs on ſhore, but 
what he might very well manage by letter, 


Y which, before they were over the ſhip's 


ſide, ſhe alſo conditioned with him to ſee. 
In ſhort, Ranger, at length, willingly came 
into her propoſals, and the more readily, 


; as the ſeaſon, for which he had contracted 


with the manager, was, that very night 
expired, and he had finally ſettled with 
him on the day before, with a promiſe, 
however, of again engaging with him. 
He therefore ſet down, and wrote a very 
dutiful letter to his uncle, incloſing one, 


alſo, to his father; in which he let them 


know that he had fuddenly determined to 
go for England, to reap ſome advantages 
that had there been offered him in his pre- 
ſent profeſſion, which requir'd immediate 
departure, and prevented his taking a for- 
mal leave. He gave directions for the 
payment of every thing he might owe in 
Dublin, deſir'd his uncle to fee pack*d up all 
his clothes and baggage, according to direc- 
tions, and ſend them on board the veſſel ; 
and concluded with his wiſhes for his health 
and happinefs, and his confidence in, and 
unlimited licence for, the management of 
all the money he had veſted in his hands. 
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He wrote alſo a letter of complement to 
his friend, the” manager, and others to his 


moſt intimate acquaintance, all. which, 


when his fair goaler had peruſed them, ſhe 
ſent by one of her own ſervants, ordering 
him to wait for anſwers. The uncle, in 
his, expreſs'd ſume ſurprize at this pre- 
cipitate reſolution 3 but committed him to 


the protection of Providence, hop'd to ſee 


him return ſoon, promis'd to be careful of 
his truſt, and diſpatch'd every thing that 
belong'd to him, as directed. The ma- 
nager, and all his friends, wiſh'd him a good 
voyage, genteelly declin'd any particular 
enquiries; but expreſs'd their ſorrow at 
loſing him, as they ſaid the whole city 
would do, when they came to know of his 
departure. And thus, madam Leonora, 
had executed her ſcheme in its utmoſt ex- 
tent, with greater ſucceſs than ſhe could 
have wiſhed, in the warmeſt moments of 
hope and expectation, to her great delight 
and ſatisfaction. She was really in love 
with Ranger, and was actuated by all the 
violence of that over-bearing . paſſion, 
which, added to a temper fraught with as 
much  haughtineſs and pride, as ever was 
poſeſs'd by any of her ſex, had produc'd 
this uncommon. adventure, which I pre- 
ſume is not-to be paralleled in ſtory. That 
1 Ranger 
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Ranger ſubmitted, without more reſiſtances, 


to his reſtraint, was alſo owing to many 


conſiderations; for it was not · fear alone 
that work'd upon him, ſince, notwithſtand- 
ing the lady's deſperation, he ſcarce be- 
liev'd ſhe would have wounded the man 
ſhe lov'd, or that the captain and his crew 
would have run the hazard of their lives 
to have aſſiſted her revenge. But the truth 
was, he ſuddenly became fond of this vi- 
rago, and long'd to repeat his dalliances 
with her, and his ambition of ſhining in 
England, as an actor, reviv'd, nor was he 
diſpleas'd at meeting a convenience of go- 
ing there, without trouble, and in ſuch 
ſoft ſociety as muſt needs make the voyage 
perfectly agreeable. And thus, both par- 
ties, now, pleas'd, the next day the cap- 
tain, nam'd Williams, was made a party in 
their converſation, and being fully laden, 
he that afternoon ſtood to ſea, in order to 
proceed upon his voyage, which he entered 
upon with auſpicious omens of ſoon hap- 
pily bringing it to a period. | | 
It is not improperly obſerv'd, by ſome 
great author, or other; but who, I am not 
able to remember, that, in the attempting 
extraordinary projects, few of the under- 
takers have ſtability ſufficient to go through 
with their work; for, dazzled with the 


_ firſt 
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firſt ſucceſſes they reap, they look not for- 
ward to the completion of the whole, by 
which all accidents that might reverſe their 
deſigns would be prevented. This has 
prov'd true, in ſtateſmen, generals and 
churchmen, as well as it was verified in 
this love affair before us. 
delighted with what ſhe had ſo far per- 
form'd, gave a free looſe to the joy and 
exultation of her mind, and forgot that the 
only point that could ſecure her happineſs, 
would have been to rivet the matrimonial 
fetters upon her gallant; for which pur- 
ſe, one of the tribe of Levi might very 
eaſily have been procured from Dublin ; 
and, in his preſent ſituation, Ranger, who 
had not quite ſuch high notions, perhaps, 
of honour, delicacy, union of ſouls, and ſo- 
forth, as formerly actuated him, would, in 
all likelihood, have made no difficulty of 
_ entering into church ſhackles, with a wo- 
man of a conſiderable ſhare of beauty, 
good ſenſe and ſpirit; of a noble family and 
a fortune of 12 or 140007. I ſay, in all pro- 
bility he would have gone thro' ſtitch 
with Leonora, if ſhe had taken him in the 
firſt fit, and before reflection had an oppor- 
tunity to work upon his mind: But the 
unguarded female, ſunk. into his arms, 


yu unable to reſiſt the calls of love, the 
eager 


Leonora, quite 
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eager wiſhings of her heart; her boſom 
nted for enjoyment, and ſhe could not 
ſtay for further parley or altercation ; for, 
my gentle reader, there is a lime, 


N ben love no wiſh denies, 

And ſmiling nature throws off each diſguiſe : 

Then, who can words to ſpeak thoſe raptures 

nd, ; 

Vaſt 10 of extacy, —that drowns the mind! 

That ruſh of joy !—that wild tumultuous roul ! 

That fire, that kindles body into ſoul ! 

And, on life's margin, ſtrains delight ſo high, 

That ſenſe breaks 1 while we taſte— 
we die ! 


And therefore, as our voyage was filPd 
with no other incidents but thoſe of love, 
we ſhall ſuppoſe they ſmoothly lid over 
the waves, whilſt zephyrs wantoned in the 
ſails, and a breeze, | 


Soft, gently breathing with its wings, along, 
The ſlacken'd cordage glides, 


Venus, ſitting at the murmuring prow, her 
drapery looſe to the gale ; the god of love, 
perch'd, with his fly inſinuating face, upon 
the tiller, and a thouſand little loves and 
graces, hovering every where around, and. 
fluttering over our two lovers, who, like 
Mark Antony and Cleopatra, were all diſ- 

ſolv'd 
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ſolv'd in bliſs and rapture; nay, let us 
carry our picture a little further; ſoft mu- 
ſick breaths on every fide, Ampbitrite, at- 
tended by the ſea-nymphs and tritons, ſur- 
round the bliſsful bark, and the following 
ſtrains are pronounc'd, with celeſtial me- 


lody. 


Love, thou dear beguiler, tell me, 
Is it thus, thou cur'ſt my ſmart ? 

Cur'ſt the ills, that late befe] me, 
Eaſeſt thus my aching heart? 


Let Siberia's waſte ſurround me, 

© Greenland's froſts and ſnows aſſail; 
Tortures exquiſite confound me, 
Black deſpair and death prevail; 


Yet, if Leonora, charming, 

| Thus, ſhould bleſs my raviſh'd ſight ! 
42 | All theſe horrid ills diſarming, 

Chang'd to gladſome day my night; 


1 ſhould no more ſhake and ſhiver, 
Pain no more could vex my foul ; 
1 Her bright eyes would chear for ever, 
= Her ſoft touch, deſpair controul ! 


* Oh ! can Fortunes utmoſt bleſſing, 
Greater happineſs beſtow? 


Leonora thus poſeſſing, 
Happieſt ſtate the ſwain can know 


5 
N 
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Bor I humbly beg my reader's pardon: 
A had really loſt myſelf in the regions 
W of romance, whilſt I ſhould have been fol- 
lowing the clue of my true ſtory. However, 
they may, if they pleaſe, imagine our ſhip 
thus attended, arriv'd in about ten days at 
Liverpoole, whither they were bound; and, 
that, by the time they came within ſight 
of port, the generous Leonora had made a 
T thorough conqueſt of Davy's affections, 
by the tenderneſs of her carriage, and the 
force of her charms. They had no man- 
ner of acquaintance at LZiverpoole, and 
therefore were oblig'd to take lodgings at 
a gentlewoman's, to whom the captain re- 
commended them, where, for three or four 
days that their curioſity detain'd them in 
the town, they were very handſomely ac» 
FX commodated, and, before they ſet out for 
London, to which city they both agreed to 
bend their courſe, they gratefully beſtow- 
ed rewards upon the captain, over and 
above the fifty pieces he had receiv'd of 
the lady for his aſſiſtance, and paying no- 
bly for their paſſage, dol'd conſiderable fa- 
vours upon the crew: All which Leonora 
generouſly paid herſelf, telling Ranger it 
was only the firſt offering of her love, out 
of a fortune that ſhould be intirely devoted 
to his intereſt and pleaſure, And thus at- 
| KT: > > tended 
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tended by her two ſervants, on horſeback, 
they began their journey, in a hir'd coach 1 
and ſix, for the metropolis, nor ſpar'd for 'v 
any expence upon the road, enjoying each z 
other's ſociety with the moſt enlivening 
tranſport, ſtopping to view every thing 
curious, as they journey'd on, and taking 
up their quarters at the beſt inns they 4 
could find; for, madam Leorora, tho' uni- 4 
verſally acquainted with all the nobility 
and gentry of the adjacent country, de- 
.clin'd making herſelf known, happy in 
her Davy, and eaſy in her mind. 3 
Axons other diſcourſe, during the | 4 
ſecond day's journey, lord Bertram was 4 
mentioned, by Ranger, with great reſpect ; 
and deference, and he told his fair one, he 
-fancied there was ſomewhat very intereſt- 1 
ing in the ſtory of that nobleman and her 4 
fiſter, which, he remembred, the laſt time 
he call'd at his ſeat near Pembroke, he had | 
given him ſome reaſon to expect the rela- 
tion of. Leonora, reply'd, That their ad- 
-ventures were really worth rehearſing, and 
-willing.to make the way agreeable' to her | 
lover, began the recital of them, in her 
uſual charming manner, without further 
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CHAF I- 


The flory of lord Bertram, and the beauteous 
Clariſſa; or the triumph of Love over 
Avarice. | 


ORD Bertram is the only ſon of the 
earl of , whoſe very name is ſuf- 
ficent to characteriſe him, to a gentleman 
who has heard, or read, of the tranſactions 
of theſe laſt twenty years. He was bred 
up with all the care that his high birth and 
rank entitled him to, and, after going 
thro* an univerſity education, went to take 
the grand tour of Europe, and to learn his 
exerciſes ; and, after two years abſence 
from his native country, return'd a com- 


-plete and finiſh'd gentleman, and ſoon ob- 


tain'd a ſeat in the houſe of commons, 
where he diſplay*d thoſe talents for buſineſs, 
and that love for his country, for which he 
has ever fince been truly conſpicuous. His 
father, before he return'd from his travels, 
had, like a careful and thrifty parent, look- 
ed out for a future wife for him, and had 
agreed with the duke of, for a marriage 


with his ſecond daughter, who was entitled 


to an immenſe fortune ; but was then not 
fourteen years of age, and ſo far from be- 
ing agreeable either in temper or perſon, 

that 
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that ſhe was deform d in both, in a very 


great degree. As he had very much of 
the tyrant about him, he ſignified his de- 


fire, that he ſhould addreſs her, in the 
language of a command; but the firſt inter- 


view determined the generous Bertram, to 


ſee her no more; for tho' he well knew 


and practis'd the utmoſt duty to his father, 


he could not imagine that nature had given 
him the, power to make him unhappy, or 
to fetter his mind with a perpetual galling 
chain. He had higher notions of nuptial i 
felicity, than what ariſe from the influence 
of money, and was determined to chooſe i 
for himſelf the ſoft companion of his fu- 
ture days. However, he would have found 
it very difficult to deal with a man of his 
father's temper, during whoſe life he was 
in abſolute dependance upon him, if, ſoon 
after his arrival, he had not fortunately 
had an eſtate of eight hundred pounds a 


year left him by an uncle, which in ſome 


meaſure rendered him his own maſter. He 
did not expreſs his averſion; to the match 


openly ; but, to avoid a further intercourſe 


with the lady, feign'd himſelf ill, and 


procur'd the advice of his phyſician to repair 


to Scarborough, for the re- eſtabliſhment of his 


health. The earl, notwithſtanding, would 
have inſiſted upon his marrying before his 
departure; 
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and parade. My father, lord — 
an acquaintance with lord Bertram, and 
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Wh departure ; but, after a great deal of alter- 
cation, Bertram carry'd his point, ſo far as 


to delay it *till his return, hoping ſome fa- 


= vourable incident would occur, in the 


mean time, that would ſet him free from 
his cruel embarraſſment. * Accordingly he 
ſet out, attended only by one faithful ſer- 
vant, the ſame that is now his fteward, 
for he had ever an averſion to idle ſhew 


, had 


eſteemed his virtues. That young noble- 
man had ſo powerfully eſpous'd his cauſe 
in the houſe, in a conteſted matter be- 
tween him and lord , that he ever 
after ſhew'd him the utmoſt reſpe& upon 
all occaſions. He had two daughters, my- 
ſelf and my ſiſter, but, by the miſmanage- 
ment of his predeceſſor, had little money to 
beſtow upon us in portions, without in- 
juring his eſtate ; for which reaſon we had 
been brought up in a very retired manner, 
as he was willing, 1f he could not make us 
rich, to lay the foundation of our being 
happy, with ſome honeſt gentlemen of an 
interior rank to his own, and therefore ſtu- 
diouſly avoided to diſplay to us the gaudy 
gaieties of the court and town, We were 
educated by an excellent mother, under 


their eyes, and had maſters for every at- 


tainment 
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tainment that was thought requiſite. for our 
future ſtations in life. My ſiſter Was, at 
this time, a perfect rural beauty, and en- 
dow'd with every good quality that adorns 
a female breaſt. I was, ſomewhat young- 
er; but, in our improvement, our honoured 
parents placed their chief felicity. Our 
ſeat lying in the way to Scarborougb, and 
about thirty miles from London, it came 
into Bertram's head to call upon my father, 
in his way, who, being overjoy'd to ſee 
him, treated him as a youth he highly 
valued, and inſiſted upon his taking up his 
abode with him, for a day or two, with an 

earneſtneſs that was not to be gainſaid. 
Ar the time of his arrival, my ſiſter 
was in a ſummer-houſe, at the bottom of 
the garden, playing upon her ſpinnet, and 
I was fitting with my mother beſide her; 
but the ſoft ſtrains were conveyed to the 
ears of Bertram, who was with our. father 
fitting in a room that overlook'd the walk, 
and that led to our retreat. After liſtening 
ſome time, he ſaid, My lord, is that her 
ladyſhip who delights your groves with 
ſuch heavenly harmony, or one of your 
daughters, whom 1 never had the hap- 
pineſs to ſee? I am quite enchanted with 
the ſound! My father, ſmiling, return'd, 
J believe, my lord, it is one of my wood 
T nymphs, 
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nymphs, (a term he frequently us'd when 
talking of us,) who has an extraordinary 
finger, and a better heart than if ſhe had 
been bred at court. Come, my lord, we'll go 
and ſee them; they would, I'm ſure, had 
they known of the honour you do me, have 
paid their complements to you : But, my 
lord, you'll ſee none of the beauties that 
make you ſigh at St. James's. My father 
was far from any deſign in what he ſaid, 
he had heard of the engagement Bertram 
was vader to the duke of 's daughter, 
and beſide was incapable of any mean, 
intereſted conceptions, in his daughter's 
favour. 

My father led him a circuit round, as 
he ſaid, to ſurprize us, and they ſtood 
ſometime liſtening at the back of our cloſer, 
whilſt my ſiſter, unconſcious of other wit- 
neſſes than me and my mother, not only 
play'd ſome of her moſt touching airs, but 
ſung to her notes with a voice that breath- 
ed nothing but melody. I have heard 
lord Bertram ſince declare, that he loſt his 
heart before he beheld her, and was capti- 
vated by her voice. At length they came 
round, and enter'd the fummer-houſe. 
You may have obſerv'd that my brother - 
has a moſt open amiable countenance, and 
is one of the beſt made men one ſhall ſee. 
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His riding- dreſs was plain, but becoming, 
and the dignity of his mein, betokened his 
bigh rank. My mother and ſiſter riſing, 
at their entrance, he ſaluted us with a deal 
of ſeeming diffidence, whilſt my father in- 
form'd us, at the ſame time, of the name 
and quality of our viſiter. Mutual com- 
plements having paſs'd, my ſiſter, whom, 
I perceiv'd he ey'd with extraordinary 


earneſtneſs, made a motion to me, and we 


both got up to withdraw; when - Bertram 
addreſſing us, ſaid : Ah, my dear ladies, this | 
is too much, to aca in upon your de- 
lightful retreat, and then to be the cauſe 
of your quitting it, is what I can't beax. 


No, ladies, tis fit I retire and take from 


you an object that ſeems ſo very diſagree- 
able. Clariſſa return'd, with great pre- 
ſence of mind, *tis not, Sir, from the leaſt 
diſreſpect that we leave you; but I have 
ſome orders to give within, for your better 
accommodation— your being my father's 
friend, Sir, is too ſure a recommendation 
to our good opinion, for us, to.indulge the 
moſt diſtant diſlike for you ; and, ſo ſay- 
ing, we withdrew and went into the houſe, 
where my ſiſter gave ſome directions, for 
ſhe was my lady's ſubſtitute, relating to 
dinner, and other matters, and mean time 

the 
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the following dialogue, as near as I can 


remember, from my mother's relation, en- 
ſued. 


BERT RAM after a long pen 
My dear lord, I believe you are the hap- 
pieſt nobleman in England what charming 
daughters But the eldeſt !—What a trea- 
ſure! What an air!—a voice!—Oh! my 
lord, how cruel you are to deny the world 
the pleaſure of admiring them. 

LorD Why lord Bertram, I will not 
be ſo fooliſhly modeſt, as to ſay, that I have 
not the higheſt opinion of my children! The 
girls are all that I could wiſh them, and m 
maxims teach me, to deny them the idle 
and vain admiration of the multicude of 
fops and cox-combs ; for your lordſhip well 
knows the Beau monde is compos'd of little 
elſe, in order to prepare them for preſerving 
the conſtant love and admiration of the 
worthy huſbands, I hope fortune will throw 
in their way. 

BERTRAM. Noble, generous ſenti- 
ments, indeed! How happy the youth, allied 
to ſo much prudence and virtue! Were all 
parents of your mind, we might expect the 
future generation would be a happy race, 
the offspring of love and wiſdom. But 


give me leave, my lady, to aſk you one ſeri- 
Yor, II, C ous © 
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ous*queſtion, Is miſs Ai promis d dr 
engag' d to any one? 


Lay —. No, my lord, tis time | 
enough for us to think of thoſe matters ; 
ſhe 1s A 
* BERTRAM. More than fifteen I pre- 


ſume, my lady, and give me leave to 
imagine, after that age, a woman is marri- 


ageable; and ſhe is better brought into 
ſuch habits and maxims, her huſband 
chuſes, than if older; for I think it is ne- 
ceſſary an huſband ſhould finiſh, if I may | 
lay ſo, his wife's virtues !—Oh ! the de- 


lightful taſk! To mingle pleaſure with in- | 


ſtruction. 
Lok Dp . Why, my lord, you 

ſpeak my ſentiments—that lady was about 
ſeventeen when I wedded her—and I be- 
lieve it laid the foundation of more love 
than if ſhe had been above twenty. The 
reflection upon the virgin ſweetneſs of that 
early beauty, we ador'd, prepares us to 
jog on thro* more Win life, with add- 
ed comfort, when we can ſay to ourſelves 
not one bloom upon that beautious 
flower, but was mine! However, I am in 
no hurry to part with my wood nymphs, 
and if I can't enſure riches to them in mar- 
riage -I am reſolv'd, as far as depends up- 
on me, to make them thoroughly happy. 
| I 
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I muſt have full experience of the good 
ſenſe, good nature and diſcretion of the 

man who is propos'd, or propoſes himſelf 
to me, before I give my conſent to the 
union; and, I hope, their education has 
given them ſufficient diſcernment to aid 
my purpoſes. And I'm ſure my wife is of 
my ſentiments. e 
HF Lavy—. Entirely, my lord: I muſt 
own after the care and pains we have beſtow- 
ed on them, the anxiety and ſollicitude they 
always engage in us for their welfare - to have 
them miſerable in wedlock would cut me to 
the heart Indeed their tempers are of ſuch 
a caſt that it muſt be a very brute that 
could injure ſo much gentleneſs and ſoftneſs! 
BERTRAM. My lord! Madam! —{in 
an unafſur'd manner) —l fear—T feel with- 
in myſelf—that I ſhould-abuſe your friend- 
ſhip, if I ſhould ſtay under your roof any 
longer, without acquainting you with the- 
motions of my mind—I was ever above 
diſguiſe—never, indeed, I hope, perſued 
any thing diſhonourable—lſo never requir'd 
it —At firſt fight of the charming Clariſſa, 
I felt thoſe emotions in my breaſt to which 
I have ever before been a ſtranger—I ſhall 
not be able to. reſiſt telling her ſo—if my 
courage will permit me Lovely, charm- 
ing maid How happy would my life be 
C2 ' —ſpent 


28 The JuvENILE ADVENTURES 


 —ſpent in the ſociety of ſo much excel- 


lence! To hang ver her with cordial looks 
enamour d. My ſentiments of the nuptial 
ſtate are high and delicate—'Tis not a- 
mongſt the people of faſhion—at court— 
that I can look for felicity—'tis in the 
haunts of wiſdom—'tis here—where the 
prudence, the virtues of the parents are 


_ diſplay'd in their lovely offspring !—Oh'! 


my dear friends, I fear I have ſaid too 
much—but if unſhaken truth—if honour, 
if an untainted ſoul—that diſdains the vices 
of the age—that was never corrupted with 
venal thought or ſordid idea, can recom- 
mend me to your favour—l ſhall be hap- 
py! On my knees, I beg you—here he 
flung himſelf. in that poſture before em 
to permit me to eſſay to win the heart, and 
mind of your lovely daughter. 

Lavy . (trembling, and looking 


| earneſtly at my father) pray, my lord, riſe— 


what can we ſay to you? -I have heard you 
are already engag'd — your fortune and 
ſplendid expectations, all combine to render 
ſuch a conſent impoſſible, 

BERTRAM. Engag'd, my lady! 
can the ſordid views 4 my father — can his 


having plan'd a deteſted match for me, be 
calPd my engagement. — Tis from that I 
am fly ing—happy in calling at this ſeat, 
N that 
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that my heart has diſcover*da treaſure which, 
with your licence, will render ſo odious 4 
project abortive.— I honour my father but 
is my duty to him to curſe me with per- 
petual wretchedneſs ? No. Les him be pro- 


viden.— Let me be bappy ! 

Lok D . (recovering from a deep 
ſtudy)—My lord, I have a great affection 
for your perſon—an honour for your virtues 
I have indeed heard of your deſtination to 
lady ———; but J have alſo heard of your 
averſion to the match. My boſom glows at 
the thought of your alliance—my poor girl 
would be perfectly happy—Iamſenfible; but 
examine your breaſt thoroughly —is not this 
a ſudden ſtart of paſſion, at the ſight of a 
new objet—will my Clariſſa, without a 
ſhining fortune, — with . 'only her native 
charms and graces, and her amiable ac- 
quirements, be able for ever to reign miſtreſs 
of your affections? If you think the will 
—you ſhall not want my conſent, provid- 
ed her's is gain'd. You fee I anſwer you 
with the ſame generous freedom you have 
uſed, —You are welcome to ſtay here your 
own time—try to melt her in your favour. 
II cannot ſuſpect any thing diſhonourable 
from a young nobleman of your way of 
thinking, nn * 
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Ar this concluſion, which alſo ſpoke 
my mother's ſentiments, Bertram, once 
more flung himſelf on his knees before 
them, kiſs'd and preſs'd my mother's hand, 
embrac'd my father, and ſaid, all that the 
warmeſt gratitude could dictate, and they 
return'd to us, with a ſatisfaction in all 
their looks, that ſurpriz d me and my ſiſter, 
and we ſpent the remainder of the day in a 
manner to be envy'd. Artleſs, as I then 
was, I thought there was ſomewhat very 
particular in the glances Bertram, every 
now and then, SEE Clariſſa; who, by 
the way, had been very profuſe, to me, 
when we were alone, in her encomiums 
on the young nobleman's perſon and ad- 
dreſs. This, J remember, I thought, ſome- 
what extraordinary; for Clariſſa, was very 
reſery'd, ſeldom; declar'd her ſentiments, of 
any body without reluctance, and was as 
cold as a veſtal. The next day, my mo- 
ther gave me a hint to leave them together 
as much as poſſible, and it was viſible that 
the flames were more and more kindled in 
Bertram's breaſt, who could ſcarce ever 
keep his eyes from being fondly fix'd on 
her face, with ſuch an air of ſadneſs, as 
betokened the ſmall progreſs he had made 
in her heart. But all this was only a copy 


of her countenance; reſerve, as I obſerv'd, 
: Was 
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was natural to her; but to me, in private, 
ſhe could not help ſpeaking in ſuch terms 
of Bertram, as made me ſmilingly tell her, 
that he had found the way to thaw the ice 
of her conſtitution; for which ſhe gave 
me a gentle tap in the face, and call'd me a 
ſaucy malapert baggage. However, an 
accident ſoon brought her to betray her at- 
fection. My father, who ſtudied every 

way to make the abode of his gueſt agree- 
able, form'd frequent parties of plea- 
ſure, hunted, courſed, and allur'd the ſcaly 
fry. to our nets-: Every day was a day 
of feſtivity, and the young lord had ſo 
gain'd his and my. lady's affections, that 
they already tendered him as a ſon. One 
day, when we. were taking an airing over 
the downs, in our neighbourhood, and 
Bertram, to ſhew his addreſs before his 
miſtreſs was curveting by the ſide of our 
chariot, on a young horſe, which he had 
undertaken to break for my father, the 
bells of ſome pack horſes, at a diſtance, 
with their jingling frighted his ſteed, and, 
notwithſtanding his expertneſs as a rider, 
after flinging himſelf about in a furious 
manner, foaming and curvelting, to our 
great affright he rear'd an end, and, falling 
backward, fell upon him, and there lay 
plunging in a dreadful manner for ſome 
7 "08 & moments, 
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moments, whilſt my mother, ſiſter and I, 
rended the air with our cries, and my father 
and the ſervants, ran to his aſſiſtance with- 
out any hopes of finding him alive. As 
providence would have it he was not dead, 
thoꝰ he could not ſpeak; but opened his eyes 
in a Janguiſhing way, as 1 to implore 
help and ſuccour. We got out of the 
chariot, into which he Al. gs and my 
father ſupported him in his arms, the tears 
running down his cheeks, and, as we were 
not above a mile from home, we walked 
by the ſide of it all the way; tho Clariſſa and 
al of us could not refrain from weeping as 
we wn As ſoon as we came. home he 

as put to bed, and a ſurgeon being ſent 
18 that us'd to attend our family, after 
dreſſing his patient, he came into the room 
where we were fitting, and, Clariſſa, with 
a remarkable eagerneſs, aſking what he 
thought of his hurts; the poor man, who 
ſuſpected nothing more than common. in 
her enquiry, told her, they were ſo very 
dangerous that he fear'd he would not ſur- 
vive them. Upon hearing this ſentence, the 
poor Clariſſa, tho*' my father and mother 
were preſent, cry*d out, Gracious heaven! 
and fell from her ſeat in a ſwoon. We all 
flew to her aſſiſtance, trembling, and ſhe 
was a =_s time before ſhe came to herſelf, 

and, 


* 
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and, then was in ſuch a pitiouscondition, that 
the ſurgeon ordered her to be put to bed, 
and preſcrib'd her ſome compoſing draughts 
for her recovery. Some hours after, two 
eminent phyſicians and ſurgeons, whom my 
father had ſent for, by expreſs, alighted, 
and went to viſit lord Bertram, who had 
yet given ſmall ſigns of recovered ſenſe; and 
by this time my fiſter alſo was in an high 
fever, occaſioned by the perturbations of 
her mind; ſo that, in this little ſpace, our 
family, from a ſtate of joy and felicity, were 
torn by grief and apprehenſion. My father and 
mother were, alternately, bath'd in tears at 
their bed-ſide, and, young as I was, I ne- 
ver felt more ſorrow in my, life, but, my 
dear Ranger, ſince I firſt knew you. The 
reſult of the conſultation of theſe ſages 
was, that if they could ward off a fever, 
his life might be ſav'd; but they were 
more doubtful about my ſiſter, as they ſaid 
her ſpirits were ſeiz'd by the diſorder. 
"Twas a week, before their prognoſtication 
in regard to Bertram was fulfill'd, when the 
remedies apply'd, internally and external- 
ly, had had ſuch an effect, that he was 
perfectly reſtor*d to his fenfes and voice, and 
with his firſt returning accents aſk*d for his 
dear Clariſſa. Clariſſa was indeed in the 


moſt extreme danger ; but we dared not 
25 C5 tell 


34 The Juvenile ADVENTURES 


tell him ſo, for fear of the fatal conſe- 
quences that might follow his emotions 
upon ſuch an occaſion. My father, who 
was by, only ſaid, your Clariſſa, my dear 
child, is ill, but not dangerouſly, this mis- 
fortune has greatly affected her; but en- 
deavour to recover, keep your mind eaſy, 
and your appearance in her chamber will 
ſoon reſtore her to herſelf : For, now, it 
was apparent, that ſhe had a violent affec- 
tion for him, as in the delirtums ſhe had, 
ſhe rav'd inceſſantly upon his name, with | 
an accent of tenderneſs, that mov'd every | 
one about her. Poor Bertram, notwith- | 
ſtanding what my father had ſaid, fainted | 
upon theſe tidings ; but, when he came to 
Himſelf, that nobleman reaſoned with him 
ſo forceably, that he became calm, and 
uſing all his efforts, in three days more 
was able to leave his bed, and inſiſted, with 
an earneſtneſs not to be deny'd, to ſee his a 
angel, his dear ſuffering Clariſſa. Clariſſa 
124 had a favourable criſis, and was ſenſi- 
bly altered for the better, and my Jord and 
lady led him, between them, to her bed- 
Bas, where I was fitting; he, all the way, 
expreſſing his love and gratitude to thoſe 
dear perſons, and. bleſſing them every lep 
he took. As ſoon as he came to her 
Aide, and beheld that well remembered face 


all 
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all wan and pale, and thoſe enlivening eyes 
ſunk in their ſockets, he juſt pronounc'd 
her name with a deep ſigh, and fell ſenſe- 
leſs by her ſide. This was what was ap- 
prehended, and put us into an inconceivable 
conſternation, The lovely Clariſſa, at this 
alarming occurrence, rais'd herſelf up with 
all her force, and immediately fainted, her 
face falling directly upon his boſom. My 
father and mother exclaim'd—Oh ! my 
dear children! and were ſcacre able to ſup- 
port themſelves, whilſt I redoubled my 
tears, and made the chamber echo with 
my cries. All means were us'd to bring 
them to themſelves, and Bertram was the 
firſt that reviv'd, and claſping his beau- 
ty in his arms, uttered ſuch melting com- 
plaints, that he ſoon brought her to her 
ſenſes; a crimſon bluſh overſpreading her 
cheeks, when ſhe reflected upon the attitude 
ſhe was in. Bertram, who was now inz 
capable of any diſguiſe, rav'd with ſuch 
paſſionate exclamations, of love and affec- 
tion, as would have mov*d hearts of ſtone, 
and cry'd, ah! my Clariſſa! my dear, dear 
wife! ſtrive to live, that I may repay thee 
for all thy goodneſs, all theſe inſtances of 
thy affection | Happy Bertram ! happy ac- 
cident ! that tells me my Clariſſa loves! 
Once more he claſp'd her round the. neck, 

—_ and 
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and embrac'd her with more ſtrength then 
he could be imagin'd maſter of; nor could 
all our intreaties move him from her cham- 
ber, till ſhe tenderly laid her abſolute 
commands upon him to retire. In ſhort, 
this mournful ſcene had ſuch ſalutary ef- 
fects; upon them, Bertram now convinc'd 
he was belov'd, that they both recovered 
ſurprizingly; and in three days more Clariſſa 
left her bed, and they were able to fit and 
converſe together, which reſtor'd my pa- 
rents and our whole family to a ſtate of the 
moſt complete felicity. And now, without 
reſerve, Clariſſa confels'd the impreſſion Ber- 
tram had made in her heart, and that young 
nobleman, grew, every day, more and 
more enamoured of her, and at length, 
(for he could do any thing with my father,) 
procur'd his conſent to their union, My 
father was very ſenſible of the reſpect that 
ought to be paid to a parent; but as he 
knew the earl of ——— to be a bad man, 


in every reſpect, and particularly to have a 


great antipathy againſt him; tho* for no 
other cauſe than that he was not venal, nor 
would aid the purpoſes of corruption, he 
was ſenſible to have ſtood upon that punc- 
tilio would have rendered the young couple, 
in ſome th, -9ne) unhappy, for a time. 


Again, our fam1! 7 was as ancient and no- 


ble 
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ble as his own, and to convintce him that 
he had no deſign in allowing of this union, 
he at once gave a proof of his great gene- 
roſity, and of his love to Bertram and my 
' ſiſter, by ſettling the reverſion of an eſtate 
of 20001. per Annum, which was not en- 
tail'd, upon them, after his death, and this 
he did with the conſent of my uncle Sir. 
James, who, on failure of iſſue male, 
had a claim upon the title and family eſtate, 
This good uncle was not content with dif- 
playing thus his love to our family; he 
viſited us, and made a preſent to Clariſſa of 
a thouſand pounds, to buy jewels with, and 
* promis'd a thouſand more upon the birth of 
every child, ſo much he was pleas'd with 
the alliance. The ceremony was perform- 
ed by my father's domeſtick chaplain, in 
our own chapel, tho* very privately, 
none but my uncle and the family being 
preſent, and, for many days we rejoiced 
over the felicitous union. Bertram and 
Clariſſa, ſeem'd form'd for each other, their 
ſouls were paired, and their tempers and 
diſpoſitions were quite ſimilar, ſo that mu- 
tual happineſs, thro* their lives, could not 
fail to be the reſult of ſuch a match. But 
they were not to feel all the joys of this 
alliance, with each others virtues, without 
alloy, The wily earl, not having 2 

rom 
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from his ſon ſince his departure, had pri- 
vately ſent to Scarborough, and not finding 
him there, made ſuch ſtrict inquiſition, that 
at length he received intelligence of his be- 
ing at Hall, and did not doubt, as 
he knew my fiſter was marriageable, that 
fome ſoft attachment had engag'd him thus 
to conceal himſelf. Still he took no no- 
tice of him ; but privately ſent an agent 
to my father, with a great many fawning 
complements, and an offer of a golden key, 
if he would repair with his family to town, 
telling him, that he always regretted the re- 
treat of ſo able a nobleman. from publick 
buſineſs, and, at the ſame time hinted, 
that he had a very advantageous match to. 
Tur be to him for his eldeſt daughter. 
The bearer of this meſſage, was the fa- 
mous Sir William „ his creature, 
who was maſter of all the cunning neceſ- 
ſary to gain an inſight into every thing he 
wanted to know; but he had no occaſion 
to make uſe of art. Bertram and my father 
were together, and playing at back-gam- 
mon when he enter'd the apartment, and, 
conceiving his buſineſs, were reſolv'd to 
uſe no diſguiſe. He ſeem'd ſurpriz'd and 
oyerjoy'd at ſeeing the young lord, ſaying, 
Since he found his lordſhip in ſuch com- 


Pany, he did not doubt of the * 
18 
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his commiſſion. Accordingly, he - with- 
drew with my father into another room, 
and made known his meſſage ; but that 
nobleman ſent his complements to the earl, 
with advice, that his reſolution was fix' d, 
not to appear at court, or trouble himſelf | 
at all with the miniſtry; and, notwith- 
ſtanding all the baronet could ſay, remain'd 
inflexible. With regard to his daughter, he 
return'd him thanks for his kind notice of 
her; but inform'd Sir William, that ſhe was 
already diſpoſed of, according to his lik- 
ing, having, ten days before, been married 
to lord Bertram, whoſe alliance, with his fa- 
mily, conſidering the honour and favour he 
intended him, could not, he hop'd, be diſ- 
agreeable to the earl. Sir William was 
ſtruck all an heap at theſe tidings, which 
neither his maſter nor himſelf could have 
divined, and would no doubt have ventur'd 
to expoſtulate with his lordſhip upon it; 
but that he knew his temper, which ad- 
-Mitted of no familiar airs from an inferior. 
He return'd then into the preſence of lord 
Bertram, who pleaſantly ſaid, Well, Sir 
Witl. how does lady do? See 
here, pointing to my ſiſter, who had juſt 
entered the room, I have not quite ſo dil. 
agreeable a lady as my father would have 
impos'd upon me; but I ſhall be in town 
in 
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in a day or two, and don't doubt his ap- 
probation of my choice. Clariſſa ſmil'd, 
and Sir Villiam, after very ceremoniouſly 
wiſhing joy to them both, and my father 
and mother, took his leave, big with ad- 
vices of ſuch important matters, as he 
knew would oh his principal nearly : 

He was no ſooner gone, than, by my fa- 
ther's advice, my brother order'd his ſer- 
vant to get all things ready to repair to 
town next day, and as his own equipage 
was arriv'd, they ſet out dreſs'd and at- 
tended in the gayeſt manner, in their cha- 
riot and ſix; my father, mother and myſelf, 
in our coach and ſix, attending them part 


of the way, followed by ten of our own 


fervants in new liveries, and eſcorted by 
a hundred of our renants, and then left 
them to perſue their journey to London, 
where, as Bertram had only lodgings in 
town, they repaired to my good uncle's, who 
received them with joy and rapture, and 
ſuch diſtinction as the illuſtrious pair truly 
merited. Here, all the friends of both fa- 
milies paid their complements to them, 
and it was a perfect jubilee to my uncle, 
who was charm'd to the higheſt degree 
with his new relation, who had as many 
friends as his father had enemies. The 
day after his arrival he ſent to deſire leave 

co 
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to wait upon the earl, accompanying his 
requeſt with a moſt ſenſible letter, in juſti- 
fication of the ſtep he had taken. He did 
not deign to ſee the bearer, tho' a gentle- 
man ; but the next day ſent his old con- 
fident, Sir William, with the following 
billet. 


ORDER you not to approach my 
gates: You may put what gloſs you 
pleaſe upon your diſobedience to me; 
but, I can ſee thro“ the thin diſguiſe of your 
hypocriſy ; a ſtudied deſign to affront and 
injure your father. What the law obliges 
me to do, in regard to my fortune, you 
may expect the fruits of, but every thing 
elſe you, who I now look upon as a ſtrang- 
er to my blood, ſhall reap no benefit from. 
Adieu. I am ſhock'd at the folly of a man, 
who might have this day been maſter of 
150,000/. | it 


Lok d Bertram, tho' very much griev'd 
at this behaviour of his father, was maſter 
of himſelf ſo much, as to betray no emo- 
tion at all before Sir William, and only re- 
turn'd his duty to his father, and told him, 
he hop'd time would inſpire him with o- 
ther ſentiments. This was not all, the duke 
of „who look'd upon himſelf as 
aggriev'd in the preference given to Clari/- 


Ja, 
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/a above his daughter, was all fire and tow, 
and, in every company, talk'd of my bro- 
ther in language ſcarce becoming a gentle- 
man. As he had an immediate remedy 
for this part of his grievance, he ſoon re- 
curr'd toit, and waited upon his grace, and 
convinced him, that he was not at all cul- 
pable ; but that if he had receiv'd any in- 
ſult, *twas in his father's propoſal. without 
conſulting him; in ſhort, he talk*d fo judi- 
ciouſly to that great man, that he was con- 
vinc'd, and therefore prevented his having 
recourſe to his ſword, which he : went with 
a reſolution to do, if his arguments had 
not avail'd, and his grace had: not begged 
pardon, for the looſe he had given to his 
tongue. Meantime, the lovely pair grew 
{till fonder of each other, Clariſſa had no 
Joy but what centered in her Beritam; and 
RBeriram never thought a moment wel 
ſpent but in the ſociety of his .charming 
Clariſſa. They had been receiv'd at court 
votwithſtanding the earl's great ſway there) 

with the utmoſt goodneſs, and their praiſes 
dwelt upon every tongue: So that my 
parents were convinced they had rendere 
my ſiſter perfectiy happy, and rejoyced in 
the providential union; and, as to my 
part, I perfectly ador'd my brother-in-law. 
t muſt alſo be ſaid to the honour of 2 
N the 
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the relations of his noble family, that they 
differ'd from his father, and ſhew'd the ut- 
moſt regard for lady Bertram : Indeed, all 
the world condemn'd his implacability, 
and the motive for it; but they did not 
imagine the chagrin a wily ſtateſman muſt 
endure, who is circumvented in a favourite 
ſcheme, for the aggrandiſement of his family, 
who, us'd to ſee every one elſe crouch be- 
fore him, and fawn upon him, had had his 
advice rejected, and his authority trampled 
upon, by an only ſon, for whoſe ſake, per- 
haps, in conjunction with the ſatisfaction of 
his own vanity, he had been wading thro” the 
muddy ſtreams of corruption, and preparin 

his ſoul for the regions of woe. If — 
to caſt his eyes upon Bertram, as they came 
from the parliament houſe, he turn'd his 
head away, with fury in his eyes, nor would 
= ſuffer his name to be mentioned before him, 
be alſo took from him the poſt he held un- 
der his majeſty, and ſhew'd his reſentment 
in the ſame manner to my uncle, Sir James. 
And yet this man, even now lov'd his ſon, if 
only for his own ſake, I will venture to affirm; 
at leaſt an incident that ſoon after occurr'd, 
= would almoſt perſuade one he did. My bfo- 
ther had, very unwarily, taken into his ſer- 
vice, a fawning ſycophant, who had pretend» 
ed tohim, that, for offering to ſay ſomewhat 
, 9 to 
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to the earl in his behalf, he had caſhiered 8 
him. This, he the readier believ'd, be- 
cauſe he knew he was a favourite of that 
noble man's, and thought gratitude obliged 
him to make proviſion for him, and his 
Clariſſa and Sir James were of the ſame i 
ge Vis See how artleſs tempers are 
mpos'd upon! For had they practis'd a 
little neceſſary ſuſpicion, and indeed any 
ſervant from the ſubtil earl ſhould have 
been ſuſpected, they had never entertain'd 
a boſom enemy, as this prov'd to be. aps. 
brother had even taken ſuch a liking to 
him, that he. attended conſtantly about his 
perſon; and my ſiſter, to whom his eſteem- 
ing any body, was a reaſon for her reſpe&- 
ing them, ſhew'd him all poſſible counte- 
nance, and endeavour'd to make up to him 
his ſufferings upon their account. It * 
pened, our family was in town, upon a 
viſit to my uncle and my brother, and we 
were all at the houſe of the latter, and 
very affectionately ſeated, at ſupper, with no 
other company than our own family; for 
Bertram and his wife, loved peace and re- 
tirement, and fled from crowds and noiſe, 
like my parents. The fervant aforemen- 
tioned waited, with another, at table. Ga- 
riſſa call*d for a glaſs of wine and water to 
him, and, as he brovght it along, cry'd 
EB to 
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to our father, My lord, I love to be ſerv'd 
by this worthy creature, becauſe he ſuffer'd 
for me? Bertram bow'd to her, and reply'd, 
No, my dear lady, you mean becauſe he ſuf- 
fer'd for me: Clariſſa bluſh'd, whilſt Sir 
James return'd— True, child, I believe ſhe 
regulates all things by her affection for 
you; but Robin is really a very deſerving 


W cruſty fellow. The man ſeem'd very much 


confus'd at theſe words, which we ſuppos'd 
was occaſion'd by the praiſes beſtow'd u 
on him and his hand ſhaking, before he 
came near enough to deliver the glaſs to 
my ſiſter, he let it fall upon the floor: 
This ſtil] increas'd his diſmay ; but my 
ſiſter kindly ſaid, come, come, *tis but an 
accident, fetch me another, and we all 
now kept on eating and talking of other 
matters. Robin was order'd to call a ſervant 
to take away the broken fragments of the 
glaſs, and to wipe up the flop it had made; 
but the latter part of the trouble was ſav'd, 
for a ſpaniel of my uncle's, that was in 
the room, lapp'd it up, and, in about ten 
minutes after, ran about, howling in a moſt 
unuſual manner, to the ſurprize of thewhole 
company, and, in leſs time then one can 
tell an hundred, reeled and fell down dead 
upon the hearth. My father, who noted 
every thing that paſſed, with more pene- 
F tration, 
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tration, perhaps, than any one elſe pre- 
ſent, and perceiv'd Robin ſtealing out of 
the room, roſe ſuddenly, and, ſeizing him 
by the collar, dragg'd him back again be- 
fore us, who were all in confuſion, and yet 
had form'd no judgment upon the acci- 
dent. But now, Bertram, ſhrugging up 
his ſhoulders, began to have the ſame 
thoughts with his father, and riſing, and 
drawing his ſword, ſaid, Dear Sir, leave 
this man to me, your ſyſpicions I fear, are 
too juſt, Villain, he continu*d, pointing 
his ſword to his breaſt, ungrateful villain! 
Tell me quick, before I am work'd up to 
too much fury, what you had put into the 
wine you preſented juſt now to your lady. 
Tell me, without any evaſion. If you are 
ſet on by any body elſe, which, I begin to 
ſuſpect, make a fair confeſſion, and T'l] for- 
give you? This he pronounc'd, quite 
trembling and ſhaking with fury and ap- 
prehenſion, whilſt we all, wrapp'd up in 
filence, waited the anſwer : But, good God! 
what horror were we ſeiz'd with, when, at 
laſt, he faulteringly told him, that he had 
put a deadly potion into the glaſs, which 
was given him by the earl for that purpoſe, 
who had diſcharg'd and given him inſtruc- 
tions to get into his family, for the greater 
facility of executing this damnable ſcheme. 
2 Then, 
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Then, to prove what he had affirm'd, he 
produc'd a ſhort note, received that very 
morning, which we all knew to be his lord- 
ſhip's own hand writing, to the following 


effect. 


HAT do you make farther delays 

for? I will accept your excuſes no 
longer: Adminiſter what I gave you, direct- 
ly, that we may be rid of her, who is the 
bane to my peace. Take care you make 
no miſtake—it is not my intention that he 
ſhould ſuffer, —I am able to protect you. 


BERTRAM, was quite overcome with 
this diſcovery of his father's wickedneſs ; 
Clariſſa turn'd pale and wept, and indeed 
all preſent were moſt intimately affected. 
The fellow went on thus, ſeeing no body 
had power to ſpeak beſide.—I acknow- 
ledge myſelf the greateſt of villains, to 
purpoſe ſo black a deed ; but, my lord, 
conſider my temptation and the tempter, 
—Your father, capable to do me every ſer- 
vice, and a thouſand pounds reward ;— 
but your goodneſs and my lady's fill'd me 
with compunction :—I have had the poi- 
ſon, for this purpoſe, ever ſince you took 
me into your ſervice, but could not find 
in my heart to adminiſter 1t—nor at laſt— 
you have obſery'd, could perform the hel- 

liſh 
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liſh taſk.—I look upon myſelf, as a wretch 
unfit to live; but if you ſpare my life, the 
reſidue of my days ſhall be ſpent in prayer 
for your welfare. So frank a confeſſion of his 
guilt, and a profeſſion of repentance, thatap- 
pear'd ſo ſincere, prevail'd on my ſiſter to 
intercede for him; which ſhe did to fo 
much purpoſe, that he was ſuffered to leave 
the houſe without lett or moleſtation, and, 
when he was gone, Clariſſa, laying her 
hand upon Beriram's, ſaid, ſmiling, My 
dear, you perceive your father was going 
to do you a piece of ſervice; to help you 
to a new wife; but J hope you are not 
tired of your old one yet? He folded her 
in his arms, and, tenderly embracing her, 
reply'd, My dear life, you know it is im- 
poſſible I ſhould ſupport exiſtence, if | 
ſhould ever loſe you; the very apprehen- 
ſion of what might have happened, bad 
not providence interpoſed, will not permit 
me to return you a chearful anſwer. Un- 
natural father! Enemy to innocence and 
virtue — My father and uncle, and all of us 
agreed to be very circumſpect with regard 
to a man who could carry his animoſity and 
revenge to ſuch cruel lengths; but, at the 
ſame time, reſolv'd, at the Inſtance. of Ber- 
tram and his lady, to keep the whole matter 
an impenetrable ſecret. 


Mr 
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My brother-in-law and ſiſter, however, 
before the next day, had agreed upon a 
project, which they reſolv'd to put in exe- 
cution, immediately. And my brother 
embrac'd it with more pleaſure ; becauſe 
the ſcheme was my ſiſter's. In ſhort, it 
was agreed ſhe ſhould wait upon him, and 
endeavour to ſoothe him to a reconcilia- 
tion, inforcing it by laying before him 
the enormity of his late attempt. Her 
admittance was the eaſier to be obtain'd, as 
the earl had never ſeen her face to face, 
tho* he might have beheld her at a diſ- 
tance, and as moſt of the ſervants were in 
the intereſt of, and had an affection for, 
his fon, their future lord. Bertram, in- 
deed, expreſs'd a very tender concern, leſt 
he ſhould be tempted to uſe her with ill- 
manners or indecency ; but nothing could 
prevail upon her to relinquiſh» her viſit. 
Thus, relying on the native eloquence of 
her ſpeech, and the graces of her perſon, 
and delighted with the hopes of carrying 
ſo important a point, ſhe ſet out, in my 
uncle's coach, dreſs*d in the moſt gay and 
ſplendid manner; tho? her deſign was kept 
perfectly ſecret from Sir James, and my 
tather and mother. Bertram had ſent for 
2 principal ſervant of the earl's, before ſhe 
ſet out, who, as he had promis'd, intro- 
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duced her into that nobleman's preſence, 
who was then writing in his cloſer, and had 
juſt recovered from a fit of the gout. He 
got up, with ſome ſurprize, at the entrance 
of a viſiter, who at firſt ſight commanded 
his liking, and, at the ſame time that he 
caſt his eyes, with fury at her introducer, 
for not giving him notice who ſhe was, he 
hobbled up to her, and received her with 
great reſpect and complaiſance, and drew 
a Chair near to his own, for her to repoſe 
herſelf in, the ſervant withdrawing mean- 
while. After a ſilence of ſome moments, 
he ſaid, Madam, I have not the honour to 
know you, pray what are your commands ? 
My buſineſs here, my lord, ſhe reply*d, is of a 
very intereſting nature, and will require your 
fix'd attention. I am, my lord, the daugh- 
ter of a gentleman of a conſiderable eſtate, 
who has ſome poſts under the government, 
and is well known. to you. My father has 
taken a barbarous reſolution to marry me 
to a man I can never love, and is going to 
force me from the moſt amiable youth 
breathing. I have in vain remonſtrated to 
him, and have ſuffered greatly in oppoſing 
this unhappy match. As my laſt retreat I 
fly to you, my lord, beſeeching you to in- 
terpoſe your good offices in my favour ; 


your wiſdom and goodneſs will ſupply you 
| WI 
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with cogent reaſons to perſuade my father 
againſt thus puniſhing me, and making me 
for ever miſerable. Sure, my dear young 
lady, the earl return'd, they muſt be per- 
ſons of very ſavage diſpoſitions who give 
you any pain or uneaſineſs. Beſides, why 
ſhould a parent exert an authority over the 
minds of his children; ſure they ſhould be 
left free, and at their own diſpoſal ; as we 
cannot eaſe them afterwards of the misfor- 
tunes our ſeverity may occaſion them, I 
will undertake to ſpeak and reaſon with 
your father in your behalf: All that ſee 
your perfections muſt admire you and com- 
paſſionate your unhappineſs. Pray, mils, 
what is your father's name? She could 
ſcarce keep her countenance, at this fine 
harangue, wherein he ſo floridly confuted 
his own behaviour, and waving the queſti- 
on, rejoin'd, My Jord, I have not impart- 
ed to you the whole ſtory of my unhappi- 
neſs; the father of the youth, whom my 
heart has elected for an huſband, is as in- 
veterate againſt the match as my own pa- 
rent, and, to prevent it, has even made an 
attempt upon my life. If I examine my 
own breaſt ; I know myſelf form'd to con- 
ſtitute the happineſs of a man of ſenſe and 
humanity, whom, if I lov*d, I ſhould ſtudy 
by every word and action to oblige, and am 

wy” ſure 
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{ure I ſhould carry it with the utmoſt re- 
ſpect and reverence to his relations; but 
the cruelty of my fate ſeems to deny me 
that ſatisfaction. Don't you think, my 
lord, my caſe is extremely hard? My dear 
lady, the earl reply'd, the father of your 
intended ſpouſe is, methinks, the moſt 
culpable in this whole affair ; for I am cer- 
tain he could never behold a fair partner 
for his ſon, adorn'd with ſo much grace 
and ſweetneſs as I behold in you.—You are 
form'd, madam, to captivate all you come 
near, and you have made ſuch an impreſſion 
pon me, that I'll employ all my arguments, 
and all my intereſt to ſerve you. Pray, lady, 
once more, let me know your name? To 
have mov'd you, in my favour, my lord, 
ſhe continued is an inexpreſſible happineſs ; 
Iam ſure if you undertake to plead for me, 
it muſt have all the effect my ſoul can de- 
ſire; but, Sir, conſider, make the experi- 
ment upon yourſelf, were you in our fa- 
ther's ſituation, would- you kindly take me 
to your arms, and my worthy huſband, if, 
prompted by our loves, we had entered into 
the ſtate of wedlock privately, and with- 
out your knowledge, and if, on inſpection, 
J ſhould be found not ſo brilliant a fortune 
as was, at firſt imagined ? I ſhall anſwer, 
you, mils, rejoin'd the earl, without heſi- 
l tation, 
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tation, that, however diſappointed I might 
be, however angry with my ſon for his diſ- 
obedience, I could not be diſpleas'd . with 
thee: Thou art a fortune for a prince, in 
thy own mind and perſon; here he ſigh'd. 
Would to God, Sir, returns Clariſſa, my 
father-in-law thought ſo; but, as my houſe 
is as ancient and illuſtrious as his own, as 
I do not come to his ſon's arms like a beg- 
gar; as he finds, he has, in the poſeſſion 
of me, all that can form his happineſs; as 
my virgin fame was unſullied, and pru- 
dence has ever directed all my words and 
actions; as, I truſt in providence, that his 
grand-children will be the worthy heirs, 
by due care, of his titles and fortunes; I 
really hope, my lord, that your kind offices 
will bring him to reaſon :—Undeſerv'd un- 
happineſs, fits very heavy upon the mind, 
At this concluſion the tears ſtarted in her 
eyes, which ſhe ſtrove to hide with her 
handkerchief, and ſo wonderfully affected 
his lordſhip, that, taking her hand in his, 
he cry'd. My dear child; you quite diſ- 
compoſe me with your ſorrow—-would to 
God my fon had made ſo good, ſo wiſe a 
choice - were I thy. father-in-law, © with 
what rapture ſhould I fold thee to my bo- 
ſom ! Thou lovely excellence! 


Dy | Tau 


34 De JuveniLE ADVENTURES 


Tuis was the lucky moment, the ami- 
able daughter waited for, and, flinging 
herſelf on her knees before him, in a ſud- 
den and diſorder'd manner, ſhe cry'd, (the 
tears flowing down her fair cheeks,) Then, 
my lord, behold in me your daughter, 
and do not deviate from your late kind 
expreſſions | Pardon that ſon, for loving 
what you think ſo worthy to be lov'd, and 
reſtore us to happineſs, Oh ! my lord, 
you intended my death; but behold, all 
the revenge I ks, is this innocent endea- 
vour to move you in our favour, Here is 
the fatal mandate (holding out the note 
to the ſervant to adminiſter the deadly 
draught) that was to operate to my deſtruc- 
tion, that was to ſentence the innocently 
unfortunate Gerife 1 but I was reſolv'd to 
fee this cruel father to diſcover if he had 
ſo much brutality about him, as I imagin- 
ed: But heavens! Ihave found him kind, and 
gentle, and compaſſionate to a feigned tale; 
why ſhould I not then expe& him to lend 
a pitying ear to my real, ſad ſtory. My 
father! My dear father! look tenderly up- 
on my diſtreſs! The whole ſtudy of my 
future life ſhall be gratefully to repay you, 
in all the endearing cares of a daughter— 
conſider who kneels before you—if the 


daughter of lord „ who, perhaps 
|  - you 
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you hate; yet the wife, the ador'd, and 


adoring wife, of your beloved, all ac- 


compliſh'd Bertram, who longs eagerly to 
throw himſelf at your feet for pardon !— 
She could no more, the perturbations of 
her mind were ſo violent; but ſwoon'd 
away, in the arms of this father, which 
were juſt extended to raiſe her from her 
beſeeching poſture. Admirable had been 
the effect, all this had had upon him—the 
beauty—the good ſenſe of the charming 
Clariſſa had before quite captivated him; 
the ſevere monitor ſhe had held in her 
hand, which he well remembred, con- 
founded him in a moment, in this hap- 

moment, his heart melted; love, eſteem, 
and every ſoft influence ſpread itſelf over 
his ſoul, and, before he was aware of it, 
he cry'd out My Clariſſa ! my dear Ber- 


tram ! whilſt the tears ran quick from his 


eyes. He hugg'd the inſenſible fair in his 
arms, continuing, dear, injur'd beauty ! o- 


pen thoſe lovely eyes once more, ſee thy 


repentant father, who will make thee am- 
ple amends for all he has unnaturally and 
baſely ſaid and acted againſt thee! Oh! 
gracious heaven, I fear ſhe's gone for ever! 
Then laying her face to his, he continued 
his lamentations ſo loudly; that his cries 
alarm'd his gentleman, who was attending 
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in the next room, and who was the ſame 
that had introduced. Clariſſa, who, coming 
into the room, conjecturing all the ha 
pineſs before him, was order'd by the earl 
to call up ſome female help, and imme- 
diately the room was fill'd with ſervants, 
who, with drops, chafing and other means, 
at laſt brought her to herſelf; for ſhe had 
work' d her paſſions up to ſo tender a pitch, 
that it was a mercy ſhe was not gone for 
ever. The hearts of all preſent were dif- 
tended with joy, when their lord, taking 
her again in his arms, call'd her by the 
moſt endearing names, of child and daugh- 
ter, wildly, in the ſame breath, bid them 
all behold their new lady, and beg'd her 
forgiveneſs for his late obdurateneſs. The 
tranſported Clariſſa, was ſo oyercome with 
the view of this long wiſh'd for felicity, 
that joy had the ſame effect upon her, as grief 
had before, and, looking at him with eyes 
in which gratitude was painted, and preſſing 
his hands between her” S, ſhe. once more 
fainted ; but her privation of ſenſe was 
not of ſo long a duration; ſo that the ſer- 
vants, bleſſing themſelves at the unexpect- 
ed grateful ſight, left them once more to- 
gether. Again and again, the earl aſk'd 
her forgiveneſs, and as often ſhe kiſs'd his 
hand, and told vis her preſent joys, made 
ber 
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ber paſt miſeries ſport. He told her, he 
would diſpatch her equipage home with- 
out her, and that he could not bear the 
thoughts of her leaving him *till the mor- 
row, and, upon the whole, they agreed ſhe 
ſhould write a little billet to her lord, and 
the earl inſiſted, that as he had been fo great 
an offender he would the next day fetch 
her father, mother, ſiſter and uncle, to- 
gether with his ſon, to dine with him, and 
ſhe ſhould preſide as miſtreſs of the feaſt. 
The letter ſhe wrote to her Bertram was to 


this effect. | 


My dear Lord, . 

EJOICE with me, that our noble 

father has taken me into his favour, 
and made me. ſupremely happy. Your 
Clariſſa, is now enjoying, in his preſence 
all the diſtinction, all the tenderneſs that 
can be paid to a daughter—to your wife. 
Tomorrow you will ſee us, meantime, my 
wy make yourſelf and my dear parents 
eaſy. | 


Your tranſported rr 
CLARISSA. 


Tus difpatch'd, they ſpent the day in the 


greateſt felicity : He made her a preſent of all _ 


her late mother-in-law's jewels, and abun- - 
dance of the family plate; they din'd and ſup- 
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ped elegantly, and, againſt night, the beſt 
apartment was provided for her reception, 
to the door of which he attended her, and 
then order'd her female train, who were 


quite charm'd with their young lady, to 
take care of every thing to oblige her. 


BERTRAM, when the equipage re- 
turn'd empty, which was ſometime before 
the billet came by the earl's gentleman, 
and no account could be given by the ſer- 


. vants of their lady's motives for ſtaying ; 


was like one diſtracted, and then, told us 
all the project Clariſa was gone upon; 
blaming himſelf, in the higheſt. degree, 


for expoſing her to the fury of his unna- 


tural father; and, indeed, we were all greatly 
diſturb'd; but in a few minutes afterwards, 


Mr. Wilkins, the earl's gentleman, ſent word 


that he attended, who being introduced, 


© Bertram, cry'd, with precipitation, Wilkins, 
where is my wife? My lord, that faithful 


creature return*d, with a ſmile, bowing to 
my father and the reſt of us, I congratu- 
late you and all this noble company; my 


young lady I left with your father, who by 
his behaviour, I fancy, is not over willing 


to part from her ; but this letter, my lord, 


giving -the billet, will explain the whole. 


Words can't expreſs the ſudden revolution 


it caus'd in Bertram; from a ſtate of ſor- 
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row and and apprehenſion, he was rais'd 
to an extacy of joy. He gave the letter 
to my father, we read it all round, and 
felicitated each other upon the contents. 
Wilkins went away loaded with preſents 
my father gave him twenty guineas, and 
Bertram and my uncle the like ſum each, 
and his young lord promis'd to remember 
him. When he was gone, Bertram ſaid to 
my father, See my lord, my Clarifſa's kind 
project has ſucceeded—yeſterday ſhe was 
on the point of being murdered ; to day 
ſhe is in the arms of her enemy, careſs'd 
and happy. Well, we only wanted this 
to make us ſupremely bleſs*d ; and I hope, 
my lord, and Sir James, on my account, 
your animoſity will ceaſe to my father, as 
ſoon as he ceaſes to give occaſion for it. 
Now my ador'd wife will ſhine in her pro- 
per ſphere! My dear, my father reply'd, I 
can't deſcribe to you how I am pleas d 
with this change in your father—every 
thing ſhall be forgotten with me, my bo- 
ſom burns to embrace him. Sir James pro- 
feſs*d the ſame ſentiments, and my mother 
was quite tranſported ; and I could not 
help ſaying, innocently, Lord, brother, 
ſure my ſiſter won't ſtay all night, in a 
ſtrange houſe, tho ? Yes, my dear, he re- 
ply'd ; but ſhe will, and perhaps ſpend 

| great 


air, and flinging himſelf on his knees be- 
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great part of her future life there too. 


They all ſmil'd at my queſtion ; we ſpent 
the evening in the greateſt harmony, and 
next morning, roſe early, full of expec- 
tation of ſeeing this lovely enchantreſs, 
who had thus charm'd the earl's rugged 
temper. | 

Wr did not wait long before an equi- 
page ſtopp'd at the door, and the earl ſent 
his name in, to ſpeak with my father and 
Sir James, who receiv'd him at the door, 
and, retiring into the antichamber, a long 
conference paſs'd between them, at which, 


'T preſume, the earl generouſly aſk'd their 


pardon for his miſtakes, and they as gene- 
rouſly granted it. After which they em- 


brac'd, and, ſoon after, they led him into 


my mother's apartment, to whom he be- 
hav'd with the higheſt diſtinction, and al- 
ſo careſs'd me ſaying, Ah! my lady, your 
daughters are all copies of yourſelf, lovely 
and charming ; my dear Clariſſa has made 
an abſolute conqueſt of my heart, and I 
fear 1 ſhall not be able to live a day with- 
out ſeeing ſo amiable a daughter. My 
mother was going to make a proper reply; 
when Sir James, who had left the room for 
that purpoſe, return'd with Bertram, who 
approach*'d his father, with an affectionate 


fore 
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fore him, cry'd, My dear lord and fa- 
ther, permit me to aſk your forgiveneſs 
for all the errors I have been guilty of, and 
to aſſure you, that every future moment 
of my life ſhall convince you how much 
duty and affection I bear to the author of 
my life, who has ſo generouſly. received 
my wife to his protection. The tears 
ſtanding in his eyes, the earl rais'd him, 
and claſping him in his arms, return'd, 
Ah! my dear ſon, tis 1 am to aſk forgive- 
neſs of thee, and this illuſtrious company 
I, that would have made you miſerable, 
and, bewitch'd to the allurements of riches, 
thoſe deceitful cares, have perpetrated a 
crime that my ſoul now ſhudders at; but 
to reward thy virtues, thou ſhalt find me 
truly a father—my whole ſtudy ſhall be to 
repair the injuries I have done you all—to 
exile from my boſom every thing that 
ſhould not harbour there. Happy in thee 
and thy Clariſſa, I will bid adieu to the 
chicanery of (tate, and try to act like a ra- 
tional creature, that expects to give a fu- 
ture account of all his deeds, at a tribunal 
where no favour nor affection will be 
ſhewn, to the pompous title or the glitter- 
ing ſtar, —Your lovely wife has made a 


thorough conqueſt of, and alteration in 
my mind. The ſon, and all preſent, 


wonder- 
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wonderfully mov'd with this ſpeech, teſti- 
fy'd their ſenſe of it, by repeated embraces, 
and at fength we became fit for converſa- 
tion, when the earl told them he came to 
invite them himſelf to dine with him, wil- 
ling, as his enmity to them had been pub- 
lick, that his repentance ſhould be ſo like- 
wiſe and as to your part, my lord, turn- 
ing to Bertram, do you, once more; enter 
thoſe doors, within which every thing is 


again at your command; your Clariſſa pre- 


ſides at my table. So ſaying he got up 
and took his leave of us, leaving us full of 
Joy at his behaviour. My father obſerv'd, 

that now he thought himſelf ſupremely 
bleſs'd, and, embracing Bertram, continued, 
My dear ſon, my happineſs, in ſo worthy a 
huſband for my Clariſſa, could reap no in- 
creaſe but this; and the pleaſure I perceive 


fitting in your eyes, and heaving your bo- 


ſom, doubles mine! My lady kiſs'd him, 
Sir James ſtrained him in his arms, and I, 
with the uſual familiarity, took him about | 
the neck and wiſh'd him joy. We parted 
to dreſs for our viſit, and, being all array*d 
ſumptuouſly, we got into our chariots, and, 
in half an hour were rolled away to the 
earl's, where, alighting, that nobleman 
mea ready to receive us, all the ſervants 


lining the hall, and, with joy in their faces, 


. bowing 
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bowing and courtſying to their young lord, 
who return'd them what ſilent thanks he 
was able. Thus we march'd up the great 


ſtair-caſe, at the head of which ſtood my 
ſiſter, attended by ſeveral ladies and gen- 
tlemen, my brother's relations, who had 
been invited on this happy occaſion. Ber- 
tram folded her to- his boſom, with rap- 
ture, we all embrac'd her, and, comple- 
ments over with all parties, adjourn'd in- 
to a moſt magnificent apartment, from 
whence, when we had repos'd ourſelves 
ſome minutes, we iſſu'd to another, where 
dinner was upon the table, which for the 
number of diſhes and its elegance ſurpaſs'd 
all I had ever ſeen. My filter ſhone with 
jewels, ſo that I could not keep my eyes 
from admiring her, and did the honours 


of the table with a grace and dignity that 


ſurpriz'd us all, ſeeing ſhe had ſcarce ever 
preſided in ſo much and ſo illuſtrious com- 
pany. Bertram's heart, I could perceive, 
was diſtended with exulting rapture every 
glance he ſtole at her, my father and mo- 
ther were full of ſatisfaction, Sir James 
could not help betraying his, by his words 
and geſtures, and the earl ſeem'd to be at 
the height of tranſport, whilſt the reſt of 
the company participated ſincerely in our 
delight. After dinner we ladies withdrew 

into 
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into another apartment, and, in about two 
hours, were join'd by the gentlemen, when 
the converſation became general and in- 
ſtructive; a band of muſic was provided, 
and, the houſe was fill'd with the nobility 
and gentry. of both ſexes; a grand ball, 
and an exquiſite collation concluded the 
night, and, once more, we were left to our- 
ſelves, the earl inſiſting we ſhould not go 
home till the next day, and that he would 
carry us to court; whereupon my mother 
was oblig'd to ſend home for dreſſes for 
herſelf and me, to make our appearance 
in. In the morning, ſo indefatigable the 
earl had been, he delivered to Sir James, a 

patent for a place of greater value than 
that he had been the means of his loſing; 
he preſented a fine diamond ring to my 
mother, and ſome coſtly trinkets of the 
ſame kind to me. We went to court, 
where, you will make no doubt, I was 
full of admiration, at the ſplendor and fine- 
ry of every thing about me. The King 
and the royal family received us graci- 
-ouſly, and his majeſty was ſo good as to 
congratulate the earl and my father, up- 
on their reconciliation, When we return- 
ed home, we found an elegant repaſt ready 
for us, and then, leaving Bertram and 


Cariſe with their father, we took our 
leaves 
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leaves and return'd home, quite happy in 
this view of the felicity of my brother and 
ſiſter, who did not join us for a week after- 
, wards. For the ſeven years ſince, we have 
liv'd in a perpetual harmony together. 
My father was, at length, induc'd to accept 
of a place at court, by his friend the earl, 
and they are now in London. Sir James is 


alive and well, and my nephew Bertram's 


only ſon, is with his grandfather, and pro- 
miſes to make as fine a man as his amiable 
father. The earl is doatingly fond of him, 
and, on the ſcore of leaving the young Ber- 
tram with him, permits my brother and 
ſiſter to gratify their ſolitary tempers, by 
retirement, for many months in the year, 
in which I frequently accompany them. 
Young Bertram is the idol of my father 
and mother, and Sir James; Clariſſa and 
her lord feel ſtill all the force of that ſoft 
paſſion that united their hearts, and I 
wanted no requiſite to make me happy, 
'till you, my Ranger, deſtroy'd my calm re- 
poſe and peace of mind. 

Here the lovely Leonora concluded tice 
narration, and Davy, preſſing her to his 
boſom,” return'd her thanks for her obliging 
pains * condeſeenſion. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. In. 


Arrive at Bath. — Stay ſome time there. — 
Reſume their journey. Meet with an ad- 
venture on the road. — Are in danger; but 

reſcu' d from it by the courage of Davy, and 

_ the arrival of a ſtranger, _ 


- TX charming Leonora, infiſted that 

Ranger, in return for his late enter- 
tainment, in the ſtory of lord Bertram, 
ſhould recount his own adventures without 
reſerve, which he. very readily and openly 
conſented to, and delighted her ears with 
the narration. They had, by this time, 
got near thirty miles from Bath, on the 
fide of London, not having purſued the 
direct road between that city and Briſtol, 
when Ranger ſignified, that his curioſity 
would have led him, had he thought of it, 
to that famous health-reſtoring place : Up- 
on which Leonora, kindly ſaid, they would 
return to Bath, and ſtay. there ſome time, 
and accordingly they entered the town 
in about five bours afterwards. They 
viſited all the publick places of reſort, the 
buildings, and ſeats in the adjacent country, 
which thoroughly gratified our tfaveller, 
and this they did without any danger of 
diſcovery to Leonora, as the city was vo 


/ 
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full of company, and, before they ventured 
abroad, ſhe had procur'd a liſt of all the 
people of faſhion that had taken up their re- 
ſidence there for the-enſuing ſeaſon. High- 
ly delighted with the entertainment of this 
polite place of reſort, they once more re- 
ſumed their journey, and intended to have 
reach'd Marlborough that evening. They 
were got on the edge of Peuſbam foreſt, 
about four miles beyond Chippenham, when, 
the weather being extremely fine, and the 
aſpect of the trees very agreeable, Come, 
ſays Ranger, come my Leonora, let us get 
out and ſtretch our legs in this little wil- 
derneſs, like ſome hero and heroine of ro- 
mance, and invoke the wood nymphs, 
fauns and other ſylvan deities, to witneſs 
to our paſſion, Leonora pleas d with the 
motion, they alighted, ordering the coach to 
drive ſlowly on to Stanley, to which plate, at 
all events, they determin'd to walk on foot. 
In ſhort, the pleaſure they took in their 


ramble was ſo ſatisfactory, on many ac- - 


counts, that they determin'd to indulge it 
ſtill further, and to take up their quarters 
that' night at Calne, inſtead of proceeding 
to Marlborough, in conſequence of purſuing 
their rambling fancy, They had frraggled 
arm in arm, every now and then mingling 
their converſation with melting kiſſes, - 

| ar 
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far as a park at the extremity of the foreſt, 
when they over heard a ſtrong, but melo- 
dious voice, ling the following ſtanzas, 
in a very mournful key, which engag'd 
their fix'd attention. 


SONG. 


SK ye, why thus I fly mankind, 
Thus leave the joys of life hehind, 

To tell the woods my cares? 

Ingratitude my. boſom wounds ;— 
Ingratitude's infernal ſounds ;— 

| And thus provokes my tears, 


Can dreary want impreſs ſuch pain ? 
Can ſolitude's eternal reign, 
Bruch bitter pangs impart ? 

As friefidſhip's ſacred rites profan'd, 
As love's ſoft melting ſuit diſdain'd, 
1 Diſdain'd the faithful heart? 


Falſe friend, and cruel, perjur'd fair! 
Who thus have wrought, my fell deſpair; 
For you, what vengeance waits? 
Like me, to rave, your boſoms tear, 

Like me, with ſighs to wound the air, 
And curſe your wretched fates, 


In vain has reaſon's voice eſſay'd, 
To whiſper its celeſtial aid, 
| | | To 
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To heal my tortur'd breaſt : 
Death! Death, alone, can ſet me free, 
From all this weight of miſery ; 

And lull my griefs to reſt. 


Taz words and the ſound of the voice 
very much affected them; and Leonora, 

cry'd, Ah! poor ſwain; 1 ſympathize in 
thy diſquiets; ſome falſe friend and falſer 
miſtreſs, if thou ſpeakeſt in thine own perſon, 
have given thee cauſe to mourn ! I have felt 
myſelf too much from. ſlighted love, not 
to take ſhare in thy griefs. Ah! my dear 
Leonsra, Ranger reply'd, you are unjuſt to 
ule theſe cruel reflections. Indeed, before 
I knew your worth, I was a truant from 
your arms, as, | 


From flow r to flow'r the wanton bee, 

In curious ſearch ſtill wanders free, 
And where each bloſſom blows : 

Extrafts the juice from all he meets ; 

But for his quinteſſence of ſweets, 
He raviſhes the roſe : 


and at length I am fix'd in your em- 
braces for ever. This little chaunt, and 
obliging reproof, was repay'd with a kiſs ; 
and, Ranger continued, Come, my love, 
let us ſeek out this mouraful lover, and 


try if we can-draw from him his diſmal 
ſtory 
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ſtory ; we are a wandering nymph and 
ſwain; but did not think of meeting ad- 
ventures ſo near the road-ſide. Agreed, 
reply'd Leonora, and, take my word, you'll 
find the friend more to blame than the miſ- 
treſs. Ranger ſmil'd, and they continued 
to follow the track the ſound of the voice 
had directed them to, when, all on a ſud- 
den, they heard a ſhrill ſound like that of a 
boatſwain's whiſtle, and preſently were at- 
tack'd by two deſperate looking villains, 
who, bellow'd out, D—n your ſ—ls— 
deliver your money, or you are dead— 
I'll blow out your brains by G—d ! Poor 
Leonora was ſo frightened, that ſhe was 
near fainting ; but the couragious Ranger, 
in one moment drawing his hanger, in the 
next ſo wounded one of the aſſailants that 
he was obliged to retreat, after having fir'd 
two piſtols without 'doing execution ; but 
the other ſo dextrouſly parry'd his ſtrokes, 
and made ſuch artful attacks, that Ranger 
himſelf began to think he ſhould have the 
worſt of it; whilſt Leonora, ſeeing the 
danger he was in, made the foreſt echo 
with her cries. The combat continued 
thus, in ſuſpence, for ſome minutes (the 
robber having fir'd his piſtols, which pro- 
videntially, like his companion's, did no 
damage, and having betaken himſelf alſo 

to 
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to his hanger) when the appearance of a 
third villain ſeem'd to put poor Davy's 
fate out of any queſtion. However, the 
* dauntleſs hero ſeem'd to have receiv'd 
freſh ſtrength from the odds that preſented 
themſelves, and, with a wonderful - exerti- 
on of it, kept them both at bay, like a 
lion; the new aſſailant, not having any 
piſtols, nor thinking to charge thoſe of his 
comrade's, that lay before him. All this, 
however, would not have done; tho* Leo- 
nora, ſeeing the life of her Ranger thus 
upon the hazard, with a ſpirit unuſual to 
her ſex, had ſeiz'd one of the piſtols, and 
was endeavouring to aim a blow, guided 
by love and deſpair, at the head of one of 
his antagoniſts. But, kind providence, at . 
that inſtant, preſented a gentleman to their 
aid, who, drawn by the cries of Leonora, 
had reach'd the ſpot, and ſeeing the com- 
bat, and judging the occaſion of it, tho? 
only arm'd with an oaken plant, ran to 
Ranger's aſſiſtance, and ſoon prov'd himſelf 
ſuch a maſter of his weapon, that, in a 
minute after his arrival, the rogues were 
oblig'd to take to their heels, and truſt to 
light for their protection. The ſtranger 
ſeem'd diſpos'd to purſue them ; but was 
prevented by Ranger's falling upon the 
ground, quite overcome with fatigue and 

loſs 
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loſs of ſpirits, ſeemingly in a ſwoon. Leo 
nora ran to him, crying, Oh! Sir, help 
me to ſupport this dear man ; 1 fear he has 
receiv'd ſome wound that has endangered 
his life ! Gracious heaven, how unhappy 
am l deſtin'd to be? The gentleman, with- 
out reply, rais'd him up, and examin'd his 


head and breaſt ; but found no hurt, mean 


while, Leonora had ſcoop'd up ſome water 
from a neighbouring rivulet, in her para- 
mour's hat, which being ſprinkled. in his 
face, ſoon brought him to himſelf, and, 
after drinking of it, he appear'd ſo re- 
freſh'd as to be able to ſtand upon his legs 
and fpeak, tho* ſo weak as to ſtand in evi- 
dent need of ſome aſſiſtance to help him 
to Stanley ; but the ſtranger making no of- 
fer to aſſiſt in his conveyance, Leonora, 
ſaid, Sir, words cannot diſplay. our ſenſe of 
the obligation we are under to you ; to you 
we owe our lives, and every thing valua- 
ble; finiſh, Sir, your act of goodneſs and 
generoſity, by lending me your aſſiſtance 


to lead this poor gentleman to Stanley, 


where our equipage attends us; were you 
to know him, Pm ſure you'd think your 
charity well employed? The gentlemar, 
with a profound ſigh, anſwer'd, Madam, 
humanity. obliges me to grant one part of 
your requeſt, I will ſupport him *till you 

| come 
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come near the road and then muſt diſap- 
pear !—That curſed road—has caus'd me 
too much unhappineſs for me ever again 
to approach it; but pardon me, madam, 
ſome private ſorrows, which are ever 
uppermoſt in my mind, have broke from 
me unaware, He took Davy, hereupon, 
under one arm, whilſt the fair Leonora 
ſupported him under the other, and as 
they went along could not help obſer- 
ving the ſtranger, whoſe eyes were con- 
tinually upon the ground, whilſt frequent 
ſiglis burſt from his boſom. He had ſome- 
what very particular in his air and manner, 
He was tall and well made, his features 
were regular, and his face bore in it, ſuch 
marks of a good heart as could not fail of 
prepoſeſſing a perſon in his favour; but an 
air of ſadneſs that dwelt in his countenance, 
plainly indicated the uneaſineſs of his 
mind. He ſeem'd to be about five and 
twenty or thirty years of age, and his dreſs 
was genteel but not gaudy. Leonora could 
not fail ſuppoſing that this gentleman, ſo 
miraculouſly ſent to their aſliſtance, was 
the very tuneful ſongſter whoſe complaints 
had reach'd their ears before they were at- 
tacked by the robbers, and therefore, the 
ladies will excuſe me, as nothing is ſo pre- 
dominant in a female as curioſity, ſhe was 

Vor. II. E long 
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long caſting about, how ſhe ſhould get him 
to Stanley, to gratify them with a detail of 
his adventures, as, now, in all appearance, 
he had ſung really of his own: unhappy 
caſe, and no fictitious ſtrains. Ranger, by 
the time they had got a mile on their way, 
was ſo well recover'd as to be able to thank 
his deliverer, which he did in the moſt ani- 

mated manner; whilſt he caſt, at the ſame 
time, glances of acknowledgment at his 
Leonora. When they had got within the 
found the carriages and paſſengers made 
upon the road, and the ſtranger made a 
full ſtop, as an indication that he could pro- 
ceed no further; the lady, who had imme- 
diately form'd her plan, ſaid, Sir, you 
feem to be unhappy hke ourſelves, who 
have experienced the broken faith of 
friendſhip and of love. It is now the cloſe 
of the evening, the road which you have 
ſo much averſion to, will be ſoon croſs'd, 
permit us to beg your company at Stanley; 
perhaps, mingling our ſorrows together 
may adminiſter ſome relief to our minds, 
Davy enforced what Leonora had requeſted, 
with all his eloquence, The ſtranger was 
induc'd to comply with their intreaties ; 
for, after all, deſpairing in woods and ſe- 
queſtered ſhades, after nine o'clock at night, 


will not ſuit the conſtitution of a lover in 
| 4 NE: _ thele 
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theſe northern latitudes ; tho', in more 
amorous ſouthern climates, as romance 
has given us reaſon to imagine, the deſ- 


pairing ſwain may live for months under 


the rugged brow of ſome hoary rock, 
nurſing his grief with tears, and ſing ſong 
complaints, without the leaſt injury from 
the weather, from hunger, thirſt or any 0- 
ther incommodity. 


„ ht 
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CHAP. Iv. 


They arrive at Stanley. — The adventures of 
Delanio and Maria. 


T was late before they got to Stanley, 

where the ſervants, being in great fear 
tor their ſafety, were going to diſperſe 
themſelves ſeveral ways in ſearch of them, 
They had hous'd at as good an inn as the 
place afforded, and Davy was put to bed 
with all expedition, and then, whilſt ſup- 
per was got ready, which they ordered in 
his chamber; for he deſir'd them to ſtay 
with him as he was far from being diſpoſed 
to ſleep, Leonora, to encourage the ſtranger, 
whom we ſhall call Delano, to relate his 
ſtory ; began, after a preparative ſigh or 
two, to retail out a ſtring of adventures, 
E 2 patch' d 
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patch'd up from novels and other mate- 
rials, with great art and judgment, and in 
ſo moving a manner diſplay'd the ſuffer- 
ings of the ſhepherd and herſelf, from falſe 
friendſhip and broken vows, concluding 
that they were in ſearch of the perjur'd 
objects of their affection, having met, as 
accidentally as they did with him, that 
Delanio, who was not unus'd to the melting 
mood, ſhed abundance of tears ; and Davy, 
who admir'd more and more the talents of 
his miſtreſs, was forc'd to bury his head 
frequently under the bed clothes, to pre- 
vent his giving interruption, by laughing 
to the narration. When ſhe had conclud- 
ed, which ſhe did not till ſhe had employ- 
ed above half an hour, ſhe addreſs'd her- 
ſelf thus to Delanio.—You, ſee, Sir, that 
you are not the only unhappy perſon in be- 
ing ; indeed we often over. rate our own 
forrows, which when put into the ſcale 
with thoſe, of others, are frequently found 
to kick the beam ; but begin, Sir, we are 
all attention to your ſtory, if it is not too 
much pain to you to rehearſe it. Delamo, 
made a low bow, and reply*d,—Ah ! ma- 
dam, you will do me the juſtice to ima- 
gine, when I have told you my fad mil- 
haps, they are altogether calamitous and 


dreadful—and paſt all remedy.—I was bow 
1 0 
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of parents of no mean degree, who inherited 
a ſmall eſtate of about 2001. per Annum, near 
the Devizes in this county, who died whilſt 
I was at ſchool at Taunton, in the fourteenth 
year of my age, and left their fortune to 
the care of an uncle of mine, one Mr. 
Carr, an apothecary at Marlborough, who 
was a man of good ſenſe and integrity, and 
poſſe ſsd of one only daughter, of, nearly my 
own age, to whom his application and ſuc- 
ceſs in his practice had ſecur'd no incon- 
ſiderable fortune. Her name the name 
of this falſe, ungrateful maid, is Maria, 
who had all the charms and graces of her 
ſex, then in bloom; forgive me gentle- 
folks, if I cannot help giving you ſome 
deſcription of this authoreſs of all my 
woes—this traytreſs !—it may in ſome 
meaſure excuſe to you, and account for the 
effect her loſs has had upon my mind. 
Her ſtature was of the ſuperior ſize, her 
gait majeſtic, her face lovely, and the red 
and white ſo admirably mingled there, 
that nature ſeem'd to have deſign'd her as 
one of the wonders of her workmanſhip. 
Her complexion was of the Brunette, and 
her hair black, which wantoned in curling 
ringlets down her neck; her voice ſo 
touchingly melodious that, alas! it found 
too ſwift a paſſage to the heart. She had 

| had 
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had a moſt genteel education beſtow'd up- 
on her, and her mind was fraught with 
ſentiments of virtue and delicacy. Such 
ſhe was, before the baſe Lothario found the 
way to corrupt the innocence and rectitude 
of her ſoul !—Here he wept, but, drying 
his tears, proceeded. — 

Now I make no manner of doubt that 
my readers, at leaſt ſome of the more critical 
ones, will think the parentheſes of weep- 
ing and ſighing, in retailing out an amor- 

ous tale, rather contriv'd, to lengthen it 
than to embelliſh the narration, as a kind 
of Spinning o, with which few authors 
that write poſthaſte in order to finiſh their 
works, are unacquainted. But, ſnarl on; 
Fl aſſure my more gentle readers, that 
Delanio actually wept, wherever I ſay he 
did, and that, in the courſe of this true 
ſtory of David Ranger, Eſq; I have and 
ſhall keep up ſo ſtriftly to truth, that, not 
even a fictitious ſigh or tear ſhall be im- 
pos'd upon them. — Well, Delanio, thus 
proceeded, 

My uncle continued me at the academy 
till I was in my nineteenth year, and I had 
been, during my tutelage, but twice at his 
houſe, and but twice had ſeen the adorable 
Maria, who had even then made ſuch a 
powerful impreſſion upon my mind, that 
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was quite unhing'd to the further purſuit 
of my ſtudies, which were as well of the 
academical as the claſſical kind. When I 
had reach'd my nineteenth year, as I ob- 
ſerv*d, he fetch'd me from the ſeminary 
where I had made no contemptible pro- 
greſs, to his houſe, with an intent to my 
future deſtination 1n life, and I remember, I 
ſeem'd ready to fly to Marlborough full of 
the idea of the happineſs I ſhould reap in 
the ſociety of my charming couzen. That 
lovely creature receiv'd me with all the 
freedom of ſo near a relation, and it was 
not many days before my paſſion for her 
was ſo increas'd, as to make a further con- 
cealment of my ſentiments impoſſible. 
Haply I ſpeak to perſons who have ex- 

rienc'd all the force of that tender diſeaſe 
of the ſoul, and who will therefore not 
wonder at the ſwift progreſs it had made in 
my breaſt, 

My. uncle, at firſt propos'd to me to 
take orders in the church of England; but 
finding that was not very agreeable to me, 
he then would have adviſed me to ſtudy 
phy ſic; but he ſhould not have let me ſee 
Maria, if he had thought of my purſuing 
any thing, beſides the buſineſs of love. In 
ſhort nothing but her idea' ingroſs'd my 
mind ; I made frequent parties of pleaſure, 

+ I meerly 


8 We JuvzNIIE ADVENTURES 


meerly to enjoy her company with more 
freedom; for tho' I was forced, for ap- 
pearance ſake, to join other young people 
of the vicinity in my invitations; yet, as! 
very prudently pair'd them together, I 
met with little interruption to my ſuit, 
and my lovely fair one was at length melt- 
ed in my favour, and gave me her heart 
without reſerve. My uncle, during two 
years that thus glibly and pleaſingly run 
away, was perpetually putting me in mind 
of the obligation I was under to become 
a uſeful and active member of the commu- 
nity, and tho* I frequently promis'd to 
think ſeriouſly of his admonitions; yet 
they did not convince me it would be eligi- 
ble to quit my Maria, for any hopes of 
future additional fortune. My father had 
liv'd without toil, and I thought my for- 
tune would equally ſerve me, without fur- 
ther buſtle in the acquirement of worldly 
goocs; I lov'd books, was of a ſolitary 
diſpoſition, and full of flattering ideas of 
future felicity, with a conſort, who in a 
cottage would adminiſter more real hap- 
pineſs than any grandeur or riches could 
beſtow. In ſhort, I became ſo fix'd in 
theſe conceptions, that I was reſolv'd, at- 
ter gaining Maria's conſent, to propoſe a 
nearer alliance with my uncle, For this 

purpoſe 
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purpoſe I took him aſide, one morning. 
and thus accoſted him. Sir, you have 
been to me a real friend and father : To 
your care and circumſpection I owe my 
preſent independency, and all the felicity I 
enjoy. Tou have often propos'd to me 
to enter into ſome buſineſs to encreaſe my 
fortune; but I cannot ſay I find myſelf in- 
clin'd to concern myſelf with the hurry of 
the world, I love retirement, and hepe 
my little eſtate will afford me at leaſt the 
conveniences of life ; — nothing will be 
wanting, my dear uncle, to make me com- 
pletely happy but your approbation of, 
and conſent to my eſpouſing my charming 
couzen, in whom all my wiſhes are center- 
ed, and without whom life would be a toil- 
fome burden. My uncle, for ſome mo- 
ments, ſtood ſtaring at me with a deal of 
ſurprize. I believe this was the firſt time 
he ever had any reaſon to imagine any par- 
ticular intercourſe between us, and had on- 
ly taken our familiarities to flow from our 
near relation. When he had recovered 
himſelf, he made me the following reply, 
Nephew, you have a little aſtoniſned me 
with your requeſt, which to me appears 
rot a little wild and romantic. *Tis true 
you have an eſtate, and you are a ſober 


tractable youth; you are alſo my neareſt 
E 5 relation, 
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relation, and, as ſuch, I have your intereſt 
at heart, But then, my dear boy, I have 
alſo ſome regard to my girl, and think, for 
ſeveral reaſons, a match between you will 
be improper. In the firſt place I think 
you are a little too nearly related, and tho 
you are not prohibited in the very men- 
tion of the degree of conſanguinity be- 
tween you, yet relations at a greater dil- 
tance are, and therefore I am convinc'd the 
omiſſion was occaſion'd by thinking it was 
unneceſſary to provide againſt a matter 
which was ſo evidently improper. Se- 
condly, You are both young, and may 
have a number of children; now I don't 
ſee how you have had any thought of fu- 
turity in the proviſion for em. Indeed if 
you could enſure only one ſon or daughter, 
and that you would leave him your little 
eſtate unincumbered, this would be no real 
objection; but as the contrary may hap- 
pen, the Grſt {ſtep you ſhould have taken, 
would have been to follow the advice J 
have often given you, to encreaſe your for- 
tune by ſome profeſſion or calling, that 
was agreeable to your taſte, before you 
had thought of matrimony. *Tis true 1 
can give Maria ſome money, but not ſuf- 
ficient, I think, even with the addition of 
yours, for hat ſure ſupport to poſterity 
| which 
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which ought to be conſidered. A third 
objection, I ſuppoſe will be ſoon anſwer- 
ed, that is, that I am not ſure ſhe loves you 
enough to ſpend her days with you, and 
F would never engage her in any match 
that ſhould breed her diſcomfort. Fourth- 
ly, Young man, you ſeem to have brought 
too many of your notions of wedlock, 
from thoſe pernicious fountains the antient 
and novel romances, and poers, of which I 
have obſerv'd you particularly fond, to my 
very great concern. There indeed, Venus 
ſmiles upon, and Cupid flutters over the 
enamour'd pair; Eymen, with his ſaffron 
robe and his candle, joins them together; 
all the groupe of little loves and graces 
hover round them; peace and plenty join 
their rejoicing train, and a couch of roles, 
pinks and lillies is ſtrew'd for the con- 
ſummation of their deſires. Love, there, 
is meat, drink, cloths and fire; love boils 
the pot, love fills the capacious goblet, 
with the richeſt wines; love provides veſ- 
tures of purple and gold, and love is the 
inſpiring ſun that chaſes away the midnight 
damps, the morning dews, and even in 
the frozen climes of Lapland can impart 
warmth and heat to the delightful pair. 
The nymph is conſtantly buſy, in decking 


her grotto for the reception of the ſwain, 
who 
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who is perpetually after the chaſe, returns 
with the ſhining ſpoils of the game, the 
variegated ſkins of the leopard or the lion ; 
or the heroine prepares crowns and chap- 
lets of laurel or flowers, to bind the tem- 
pies of her death-doing hero, who perhaps 
caſts at her feet, the ſceptre of ſome mighty 
kingdom, or the head of ſome tremendous 
giant or enchanter, If any children are 
ingendered between them, which we ſel- 
dom hear mention'd, he is of no manner 
of expence or trouble to the parents : No, 
ſome ſage necromancer, the guardian and 
protector of his race, whips him away, in 
his infancy, to a dreary deſart, where, 
incas'd in ſome wonderful caſtle, and 
13 by a griffin or two, that belch out 
re and flames upon any that dare ap- 
proach, he is nurs'd up and nurtur'd in 
every princely virtue and qualification, till 
the deſtin'd period is arriv'd, when he is 
turn'd looſe upon the world, to overturn 
kingdoms, dethrone monarchs, and deſtroy 
monſters, as his father did before him, 
and, at length, like him, is rewarded by 
ſome beautiful priaceſs, whom he is to gain 
by faving her father's dominions from 
deſtruction. Ha! Ha! Ha! Why my dear, 
all theſe mighty things were tranſacted be- 
fore pocket ſoups and gellies were 1. 
e 
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ed, which otherwiſe would have rendered 
ſuch a way of life a little more. feaſible > 
But now let us turn the modern and real 
ſide of the picture. The nymph you ſigh 
after, and the ſwain that ſighs, are in the 
bloom of health, vigour and beauty ; but 
a fit of illneſs may deſtroy all the roſes of 
their complexions, and the delicacy of their 
charms : Aching pains may induce rougher 
ſtrains than thoſe of love; the cares of life, 
its neceſſary and inevitable wants and diſap- 
pointments, will breed diſquiet, and diſ- 
taſte; enjoyment will pall, and the ſqual- 
ling of children will diſguſt : Nothing can 
be procur'd in theſe rugged climes without 
money, nor will any conjuror take your 
children off your hands to educate and 
provide for them. How neceſlary then is it 
to enter prudently into the ſtate of matrimo- 
ny. Ah, my child, little do either of you 
know of the down hill paths of life. No- 
thing will ſupport a couple thro! its diſtreſ- 
ſes, but a love at firſt founded in wiſdom 
and virtue, and continued by prudence and 
delicate good ſenſe. The fire that actuates 
your boſoms, is but a difordered flalh of 
paſſion, and, when the cool water of re- 
fletion is thrown upon it, will ſubſide.— 
Go too!—let me hear no more, of ſuch 


boyiſh and girliſh nonſenſe ; think of en- 
tering 
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tering into ſome occupation that may ſerve 
yourſelf and the world, and ſome years 
hence, if you ſhould like each other well 
enough, perhaps I may conſent to your 
union, 

Tris odd anſwer of my uncle's, and 
the droil manner it was delivered in, quite 
confounded me. In reality there was a 
great deal of truth in what he had ſaid, 
and J appear'd mighty little in my own 
conceit : I reſolv'd, however, ſtill to love 
on, and alfo ſeriouſly to think of profiting 
by his inſtruction, and entering into buſineſs, 
But then, I could think of none that would 
not exile me from the-charmer of my ſoul, 
and at laſt determined to intreat him to in- 
ſtru& me in his own profeſſion, to which I 
had ſome turn of mind, and to have a lit- 
tle patience as to the affair of marriage. 
Maria, ſeem'd alſo to be eaſy in my reſo- 
lution, and my uncle, without any heſitati- 
on, took me into his buſineſs, as an aſſiſtant, 
nor made any alteration in his conduct to- 
wards us. He was too wiſe to inflame our 
deſires more by ſeparation, depending up- 
on our principles and education that no 
hurt would arrive from his indulgence ; 
and he was quite tranſported in ſeeing me 
aſſiduouſly attend to his lectures in phar- 


macy, which J ſoon became a very toler- 
| able 
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able proficient in, Meantime our paſſion 
encreas'd to ſuch"a degree, that we could 
ſcarce be a moment out of each other's 
ſight; and, bating enjoyment, partook 
mutually of all the tenderneſſes and aſſi- 
duities of a man and wife. My uncle 
ſeem'd to regard it with pleaſure, and one 
evening, at ſupper, looking upon us with 
the utmoſt affection, ſaid, My dear chil- 
dren, I with delight perceive your regard 
for each other; you have acted with pru- 
dence and diſcretion, and I have no fault to 
find with you ; I ſhall now venture to tell 
you, that, in half a year more, I will, with 
ſatisfaction, conſent to your being united 
together in the ſacred bands of wedlock. 
I will then deliver over my fortune to you, 
reſerving only ſufficient for ſecuring me 
your reſpect, which a needy or dependent 
parent is ſeldom ſecure of, and I will ad- 
mit you, nephew, into a ſhare of my 
buſineſs; you will live, I'm ſure, to ap- 
plaud my advice, when children increaſe 
upon you, of endeavouring to ſecure in- 
dependency and ſupport for your younger 
ones. You are now twenty-ſix years of age, 
and IT will withhold from you, no longer, 
what I think you have ſo well merited ! 
We both knelt down, in a rapture of de- 
light, kifs'd his hand, and returned him 

unfeigned 
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unfeigned thanks for his goodneſs. Alas! 
Madam, little did I imagine theſe were the 
laſt moments. of happinct3 I ſhould ever 
enjoy! 

Azovr a fortnight after this declarati- 
on, a ſchool-fellow of mine, who I had 
always diſtinguiſh'd by acts of friendſhip 
and kindneſs, whom I lov d, and who 
made the utmoſt ſhew of a like return, 
came to pay us a viſit, He was younger 
than me, in his twentieth year, a moſt 
amiable perſon, and poſeſs'd of all thoſe 
ſoft graces that too readily captivate a fe- 
male imagination. Lothario appear'd in 
our family with all the advantages, that 
fortune and dreſs could beſtow upon him, 
and, from his firſt entry into it, was re- 
ceiv'd by Maria with a very particular diſ- 
tinction, which I noted with ſome pain. 
My uncle, on my account, treated him no- 
bly, and we made many tours of pleaſure 
into the adjacent parts, with a deſign to 
divert and entertain him, and, as I imagin- 
ed, to ſhew me honour in my friend. From 
his arrival, I may date my ſucceeding mis- 
fortunes; for, in a week's time, Maria 
viſibly declin'd in her affection to me, I 
no more perceiv'd thoſe kind glances which 
us'd to be directed to me, and the little 


freedoms I us'd to take with her, were now 
return'd 
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return'd with a frown that ſtruck me to the 
heart. Meantime Lothario was oblig'd and 
favour'd in every thing he deſir'd, and had 
a very viſible preference ſhew'd him. This 

was carry*d to ſuch an exceſs, that, at laſt, 
could bear it no longer. -I expoſtulated 
with Maria, who only laugh'd at my com- 
plaints, told me I was of too ſuſpicious a 
diſpoſition, that I was quite miſtaken in 
my. conjectures, and that if I diſplay'd 
ſuch a temper before marriage, ſhe ſhould 
begin to dread the moment that-ſhould 
put her abſolutely in my power, and flung 
trom me with -an air of reſentment, and 
indifference, that I thought very extraor- 
dinary. I took the liberty alſo to talk to 
Lothario, to put him in mind of our ſet- 
tled friendſhip; and beſought him, with 
tears in my eyes, not to interrupt, by his 
preſence, a happineſs that had never been 
diſturb'd before. Lothario, put on an af- 
tected ſurprize at all that I ſaid, and an- 
ſwer'd me in too Judicrous a ſtrain for a 
matter of ſuch importance; fo that had 
not my uncle that moment appear'd, his 
treatment of me might have been fatal to 
him. From this time I abſented myſelf 
from their company; but, by all the pri- 
vate means I could deviſe, watch'd their 
motions, and having feed all our ſervants 
1 
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to bring me intelligence of what they 
heard and ſaw, was ſoon convinc'd they 
took ſuch freedoms as did not comport with 
the delicacy of Maria to ſuffer. Once, he 
even went ſo far as to take her round the 
neck and kiſs her, upon ſome ſmart thing 
ſhe had ſaid, tho* my uncle was preſent in 
the room, which ſhe, ſo far from reſent- 
ing, ſcem'd pleas'd with. Irritated to the 
laſt degree, I at length ſent him the fol- 
lowing note. 


Sir, 


EET me tomorrow, at fix in the 
evening, in the arbour at the bottom 


of the orchard. I have provided two 
piſtols, and expect ſatisfaction for your 


baſe uſage of the deſpairing 


DELANIO. 


Tux ſervant that carry*d it, return'd in 
about half an hour to my apartment, with 
the following anſwer, which, to make me 
abſolutely mad, he told me Maria had 


ſeen before it was given him. 


My dear Delanio, | 
Would adviſe you to make all the haſte 

I you can up to London—Navigat Anticy- 
ram—and apply to Tyſon or Monroe for 


redreſs in your complaint, —You are W 
an 
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and bona fide a mad man, and whilſt you 
coop yourſelf up as you do, you will never 
be cured. I wait only for the happy mo- 
ment of the return of your reaſon, and 
will then leave your territories z; immedi- 
ately too, if you deſire it. I ſhould be as 
mad as you, were I to face a lunatick arm- 
ed with a pair of piſtols. Ha! Ha! Ha! 
Adieu, | | 

- LoTHARI1O, 


Wor ps cannot paint my rage on this 
occaſion, I was going, that inſtant, to diſ- 
charge a brace of balls thro* his diſloyal 
heart—when one of my ſcquts brought 
word, that he and Maria had juſt got on 
horſeback, and were ſetting out that minute 
for Bath, It was dark almoſt, and now I 
was convinc*d that I was totally wretched. 
Egg'd on with revenge and fury, I ran down 
from my apartment, and fally'd out, not 
waiting to ſpeak to my uncle, who would 
have ſtopp*d me, and made ſuch expediti- 
on that I ſoon, tho' on foot, thought I 
heard their horſes tread before me, and 
ſoon after the perjur'd falſe Maria cry 
Well, Sir, I ſuppoſe my Oroondates is ſtrut- 
ting about, by this time, in all the attitudes 
of tragedy—T can't ſay but I pity him! 
Poor man ! I hope this adventure wall = 

ita 
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him—how blind he is to his own failings! 
More fhe ſaid, but too low for me to 
hear. Indeed I was all over convuls'd with 
paſſion, and, flinging the piſtol away that 
was cock'd ready for execution, I cry'd 
out, as loud as I could, baſe friend !— 
Cruel fair !-—enjoy the fruits of your trea- 
chery for me are reſerv'd miſery and de- 
ſpair, and all the pangs that hell can inflict! 
Heaven will puniſh ſuch perfidy! 1 
threw myſelf, in uttering theſe words, up- 
on the ground, and ſhed a flood of tears 
ſpringing from real anguiſh, and got up 
again with a firm reſolution never more to 
return home; but to wander thro? the wilds 
and deſarts, there to vent my complaints, 
till death reliev'd me from my woes. [ 
declin'd the open ways, and ſwore never 
more to ſet foot on that curs'd road, where 
T heard fo plain a confirmation of all my 
dreaded misfortune : Ever ſince, . now two 
days and a night, Savernaſk's lofty trees, 
\ Crokwoeed's ſequeſter'd ſhades, and Black. 
more's dreary gloom, have alone witneſs'd 
my tears, and | had not many hours enter- 
ed Peuſbam's groves, when providence di- 
rected your cries to my ears, and happy 
am I that I could aſſiſt you in your peril. 
Thus, madam, you have my calamitous re- 
lation, and tho* my ears were open, attend- 


ing 
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ing to your ſtory ; yet I think it was not 
ſo fraught with horror as mine. At this 
concluſion, he wip'd his eyes, and then 
caſt..them up towards heaven, in a deplor- 
ing manner. Ranger and Leonora, who 
were greatly diſappointed, ſtar'd at each 
other, and ſhook their heads; nor could 
the lady help, ſoon after, burſting out in- 
to a loud Jaugh, at which Delanio ſeeming 
quite diſconcerted, ſhe cry'd—Excuſe me, 
dear Sir! I'Il tell you the reaſon of my 
laughter! Ha! Ha! Ha! Did ever mortal 
ſo attentively liſten to a tale as I have done 
to yours? Was ever creature fo deceived ? 
Why I expected at leaſt that you had found 
Maria falle, and had ocular demonſtration 
of it; that you had murder*d Lothario and 
her, and ſet Mr. Carr's houſe on fire, with 
other funeſt actions. But, truly, Sir, I'll 
deal plainly with you, I fancy you have 
really, as your uncle told you, been too 
deeply gone into the regions of romance, 
from whence you have borrowed your no- 
tions of delicacy, againſt which poor Ma- 
ria ſo offended : This working, in concert 
with the gloom of your conſtitution, pro- 
duced that ſtrange jealouſy to which your 
preſent uneaſineſs 1s owing, and which, by 
all that I can perceive ſhe was taking ſome 
. kind methods to cure, before the words for 


better, 
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better, for worſe, had been pronounc'd over 
you. Don't bluſh, Sir, I believe I have 
hit the right nail on the head. Come, 
chear up! that gentleman and I will en- 
deavour to reſtore you to yourſelf, we'll 
take you back to Mariborough, and cure 
you of your Sylveſtrian diſeaſe 


Beware of jealouſy, that green-ey'd monſter! 


you'll find a very neceſſary caution, I aſſure 
you. What, cannot a woman ſpeak to 
another man, but her ſweetheart muſt 
think her naught? Fye, fye, ſwain, you 
have more probably involv'd your Maria, 
and all the family, in ſorrow by their un- 
_ certainty of what is become of you! Good 
God! why I ſuppoſe you have eat nothing 
but ſighs, and drank nothing but tears in 
your exile. Here's ſupper arriv'd upon 
the table, take that chicken and cut it up, 
man: Come, come, a glaſs or two of wine 
will inſpirit you, and you'll not ſee things 
in the diſmal light you did when you had 
immur'd yourſelf in your chamber, brood- 
ing over your ſuſpicions and fears, and en- 
tering into leagues with your ſervants to 
detect their miſtreſs in a laugh or a ſmile, 
behind your back. When ever you mar- 
ry, let Prior's maxim be obey'd by you, 

in 


% 
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in the conduct of your ſpouſe, of which 
you'll ever reap the ſalutary effects, 


Be to her virtues ever kind, 

Be to her+faults a little blind ; 

Let all her ways be unconſin 4, 

And, clap your padlock—on her mind. 


RANGER, who had ſhook the bed under 
him with laughter, during the latter part 
of the ſtory, and Leonora's lecture of ad- 
vice, having ſlipp'd on his clothes, on the 
further ſide of the bed, came and ſat at 
table with them, where he lent his aid to 
Leonora to banter the rueful Delanio out of 
his frenzy. Finding him coming too, and 
yielding to their intreaties of going with 
them to Marlborough, and having conceiv- 
ed a good opinion of his honour and 
courage, tho* not of the ſtrength of his 
intellects, Ranger, held him a long and ex- 
cellent diſcourſe of the abſurd nature of 
his malady, and the dreadful miſchiefs it 
might occaſion him, hereafter, in the ma- 
trimonial ſtate, if he did not uſe his en- 
deavour to get over it, repeating to him 
theſe lines, | 


Thoſe people whom folks cuckolds call, 
Three creatures repreſent ww all: 


5 
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Oft have I ſeen on plat of graſs, 

A ſhaggy goat, a ram, an aſs : 

Old grey-beard throws behind his horns, 
And the reproach be ſees not ſcorns; 
Gibby in vain from ſcandal flies, 

His horns hang ever in his eyes; 

But Jack the greateſt wretch appears, 
Who takes for horns his lopping ears, 


Then they both canvaſs'd over the ſtory he 
had told them, enter'd into all thoſe circum- 
ſtances from which he had form'd his ima- 


ginaty ills, and, as plainly, as they could, 
without hearing the other ſide of the quel- 


tion, convinc'd him Maria was- innocent, 
and he a mere viſionary. In fine - he was 
ſo far wrought upon, that he agreed to 
return to his uncle's with them the next 
day; he began to doubt of the reality of his 


miſhaps; thought himſelf too credulous 
and precipitate, and, before he went to 
reſt, was fill'd with as much grief at the 


apprehenſion of having injur'd his Maria, 
by unjuſt 'and ungenerous ſuſpicions, as he 


had before been with anger and deſpair at 


her infidelity. They lay later than ordina- 
ry the next day, ſo that they din'd before 
they ſet out, and the reſt and refreſhment 
Delanio had had, and the hope of finding 
his fair one innocent, and his friend un- 


tainted with ingratitude, made him a to- 


4 Ilerable 
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lerable companion. Ranger furniſh'd him 
with clean linen from his wardrobe, and 
they ſet out in a pleaſant afternoon, Leo- 
nora longing to unravel the ſtory of Maria; 
and arriv'd at the ſkirts of Marlborough, 
at about eight in the evening. They put 
up at a noted inn, and, by agreement, left 
'Delanio there ; for as he had muffled him- 
ſelf up, the people could not diſcover 
who he was; whilſt Ranger and Leonora 
went to Mr. Carr's to break the matter 
roperly for his return home.. When they 
had enquired for that gentleman, they 
were introduc'd to him in an handſome par- 
lour, where he was fitting with a young 
gentleman, who, at firſt ſight, they judg'd 
was Lothario. At the entry of a gentle- 
man and lady whoſe appearance was ſuperior _ 
to the common ſtamp, they got up and po- 
litely ſaluted them, and, being ſeated, 
Ranger thus adgreſs'd the apothecary : 
Have you not, Sir, a nephew, who has 
been ſome days miſſing ?—This very queſ- 
tion chas'd all the red from their cheeks, 
with apprehenſion, and the old gentleman 
reply*d, with precipitation Ves; Sir, Oh! 
too ſurely my fears are confirm'd, and the 
unfortunate youth is no more — Tis all 
my doing trifled too far with his mala- 
dy! No, added Lothario ; for it was really 
© 3d © dh him, 
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him, tis 1. Sir, am culpable ; by doing all 
in my power to make his future days ha 


py. -I have loſt the ſincereſt friend hreath- 


ing, and caus'd the preſent grievous illneſs 
of your daugbter Ranger and Leonora, 
heard theſe unſtudied exclamations with 
delight, as it thoroughly juſtify*d their ſen- 
timents, and what they had advanced: to 


Delanio, and the former reply'd.—Sir, you 


have no occaſion to be ſo moved, Delanio 
is alive and well-—we accidentally met to- 
2 he told his ſtory, and we perceiv'd 

e was a ſelf tormentor, which engaged us 
in endeavours to cure him, and we have 
fo far effected it, that he is now in Marl. 
borough ; but our regard to him, kept us 
from forcing him to your embraces, fearful 


we might be deceiv'd in our conjectures, 


and that he might. be the injured party.— 
Dear, Sir! dear madam |! the uncle reply'd, 


how kind, how conſiderate you have been! 


and if you have reſtor'd him to himſelf, 
how invaluable the favour ! My daughter 
bas not left her bed fince his departure; ſhe 
lov'd him with an unfeigned affection; but 
was willing to cure him of a jealous hu- 
mour that ſeem'd too natural to him, and 
which he diſcover'd firſt. upon this worthy 
youth's coming amongſt us, 'whoſe ſenti- 


ments are too juſt and generous to lead 
; | 1 
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him to injure his friend. Ranger return'd, 
Well, Sir, Delanio is worth your daughter's 
acceptance; bating this conſtjtutional 
gloom which; ina great meaſure, reflexion 
may relieve him from, I verily think there 
is not a more deſerving man breathing— 
I'll ſend one of my ſervants—No—TII 
fetch him myſelf, quite calm and recover- 
ed, to your embraces. Do, Sir, the old 
gentleman reply'd, whilſt I, with this 
good lady, go up to my daughter, and 
preparedly let her know that he is alive, 
and ready to throw himſelf at her feet. 
Ranger immediately ſet out, and when he 
came to the inn, inform'd Delanio of all 
that had paſſed; but when he had men- 

tioned the illneſs of Maria, that romantic 
lover was thrown into ſuch agonizing paſ- 
ſions, that he really thought his brain was 
quite turn'd ; he beat his breaſt, ſigh'd, 
ſtamp'd, ſwore, pray'd, all in one breath, 
and ſallied forth, even before Ranger 
could get himſelf ready to attend him. It 
had been thought proper for Lotbario to 
be out of the way at his entrance, and, he 
threw himſelf on his knees before his un- 
cle, with ſo mortify'd a look, as diſarmed 
him at once of his reſentment. In the in- 
terim Leonora had been left with Maria, 
Whoſe amiableneſs, and whoſe rectitude of 

* heart, 


100. The JuvvxNILE ADVENTURES 


heart, had quite captivated her, and in 
the moſt prepar'd manner had let her 
know the condition and repentance of her 

lover. This tidings had ſuch an inſtan- 
taneous effect, » that ſhe was ſoon after able 
to leave her bed; indeed her ſpirits had 
been chiefly affected, which, in a little 
time longer, might have prov'd productive 
of ſome terrible diſorder, if not of death 
itſelf. She ſeem'd to take a prodigious 
pleaſure in Leonora's good offices, and ſtu- 
dy'd to repay her by putting on a chearful 
and compos'd air. Mr. Carr, her father, 
ſoon after Delanio's arrival, came up to 
them, inform'd his daughter that his ne- 
phew waited her conſent and commands to 
attend her, and ſhe, very eagerly, deſir'd to 
ſee him. He was therefore directly told 
the glad requeſt, and ſoon after entering 

the chamber, . follow'd by Ranger, who 
was quite charm'd at the lovelineſs of 
Maria, flung himſelf on his knees be- 

Fore her, and cry'd, Ah! my injur'd fair, 

can you forgive a wretch who has fo un- 
juſtly, in his mind, held you guilty of 
what I ſure your ſoul abhors. Pardon, 
thou dear excellence, a crime which was 

caus'd by exceſs of love! But the future 

aim of my actions ſhall be to efface from 
Four breaſt ſuch diſagreeable remem- 
10 — brances. 
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brances. Ah! Maria— what dire lengths 
had my frenzy like. to have carry'd me! 
She held out her hand to raiſe him, which 
he kiſs'd with great fervency, and te- 
ply'd, My Delanio, tho“ you have made 
me ſuffer greatly by your unreaſonable 
way of thinking, and your odd way of act- 
ing, yet I feel, I cannot indulge any re- 
ſentment ; you have a gentle pleader in 
my boſom, that tells me your unhappineſs 
would be my own. But I hope this will 
be the laſt time you will nurſe yourſelf up 
in ſuch idle fancies, Can you fre, calmly, 
the injur'd Lotbario, who is too much your 
friend not to be deeply afflicted at what 
has paſs'd ? He return'd, I will fly on the 
wings of impatience to greet that dear 
youth, and to aſk his forgiveneſs. Then 
turning towards Ranger and Leonora he 
continued; — but to you—-my excellent 
friends—to you, I am indebted for this re- 
ſtoration to reaſon—to felicity! And I, 
rejoin'd Maria, owe them more thanks 
than tongue can utter, By this time the 
uncle and Lothario had enter'd the room, 
and the latter, and Delanio, exchang'd many 
warm embraces, and a pardon and total 
oblivion of all offences was ſign'd on both 
ſides. They then, finding it would not 
incommode Maria, entered into a gay and 

| F 3 free 
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free converſation, upon other matters, and 
all parties ſeem'd charm'd with each other. 
Ranger broke in upon them, at length, by 
ſaying, Excuſe me gentlefolks, for re mind- 
ing you, once more, of ſome late occur- 
rences; bur I do it that nothing may here- 
after ariſe to diſturb the harmony of this 
amiable couple; for perhaps Delamo, at 
tome gloomy moment may recollect certain 
thirgs that gave riſe to his late ſuſpicions, 
and it may poiſon the ſweets he enjoys. 
He then ran over the particulars of the 
ſtory that gentleman had told to him and 
Leonora, and, when he had concluded, Maria 
made the following reply: I perceiv'd, 
with pain, that my reluctance to indulge 
my Delanio, in ſome innocent freedoms he 
took before Lothario, was very diſagree- 
able to him, and yet it was what I thought 
prudence and decency demanded of me: 
My uncle and Lothario alſo perceiv'd 
this jealous humour grow upon him, and 
the former join'd with me, in his appre- 
henſions of the future conſequences of it; 
we determin'd then to work it up to à pro- 
per pitch, and then to make him aſham'd 
of his injurious treatment, This dictated 
our behaviour to him, my anſwer to his 
complaints, and that of Lotbario, who, I 
muſt here declare, was ever his ee 
N | an 
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and ſincerely enter'd into our griefs, at the 
unhappy alteration of his behaviour, which 
had carry'd him ſuch” lengths as to bribe - 
- and league with the ſervants to pry into 
all my actions. They were, however, ſo 
much troubled at their office, that had we 
not order'd them to continue it, they 
would have left our ſervice on account of 
it. We dictated all they told him, and, 
tho* it went to my heart, to think of the 
pain and anxiety the poor dear man under- 
went, yet I knew the ſore muſt be prob'd 
to the bottom, to work a cure, without 
which I ſhould have been miſerable for the 
remainder of my days, Our getting on 
horſeback was all a deception ; we were 
in the houſe at the time he ſo madly ſalli- 
ed out, and Lotbario and my father took a 
- compaſs to meet him, in order, by ſo glar- 
ing a proof of his extravagance, to convince 
him of his miſtakes ; bur, by ſome means 
or other, were ſo unfortunate as to miſs him, 
which gave us ſuch ſevere pangs as cannot 
be deſcrib'd, and brought me to death's 
door; for long I ſhould not have liy'd un- 
der the torturing apprehenſions that affail*'d 
me, and the loſs of all, I can with truth 
ſay, that I held moſt dear, which I could 
not help accuſing myſelf for being the fa- 
tal cauſe of, Here the charming maid 
| F 4 conclud- 
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concluded, and Delanio flinging | himſelf 
again at her feet, all covered with ſhame 
and confuſion, acknowledged his error, and 
ſaid he never deſerv'd pardon 'of her, for his 


faults, or of his uncle or Lotbario. 


Wu they had continued as long as 
was thought convenient in Maria's cham- 
ber, they lefr her to her repoſe, and her 
uncle fix'd the day of their marriage for 
the ſecond day afterwards, and fo earneſtly 


join'd Delanio in his intreaties to Ranger 


and Leonora to ſtay and partake of their 
joy, that, prepoſſeſs'd as they were in their 


favour, they could not refuſe them. 
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; Marriage of Delanio and Maria. —Ranger 


and Leonora ſet out for London with 
Lothario. An occurrence which the reader 
. would ſcarce bave dreamed of. — Arrive in 
London —Prior's motto verified. 


REA preparations were- made at 
Mr. Carr's for the celebration of the 


eſpouſals of this amiable pair, who were 


now to be link'd together in indiſſoluble 
bands. Leonora was directreſs of every 


- + that regarded the dreſs and proper 


decorum 
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decorum of the bride, whilſt Ranger was 
as ſtudious to oblige Delanio with his in- 
ſtructions, as well for his conduct in the 
approaching feſtival as his future behaviour 
in life, Mr. Carr and Lothario were prin- 
cipally buſied in making proviſion for the 

marriage feaſt ; which the old gentleman ' 
ſo far indulg'd his hoſpitable humour in, 
as to intend for a jubilee, not only for his 
own family but all his friends and neigh- 
bours. For the feaſt, a large tent was erected 
in the orchard; and, in its neighbourhood, 
another well floor'd, for the paſtimes of 
the day, where the lads and laſſes were def- 
tin'd to curvet and friſk about, in honour 
of the new married pair. A band of muſick 
was provided, arid the ſpits already groan'd _ 
under the reeking offerings made wpon 
this occaſion to Hymen. Delanio led his 
Maria to the church, whoſe bluſhes denot- 
ed modeſty and mingled expectation, 
whilſt her groom walked, proudly conſci- 
ous, by her ſide, of having the poſſeſſion 
of a treaſure that ſecur'd his future days 
from anxiety and ſolitude. Mr. Carr, 
Ranger, Lothario and Leonora follow'd 
next, and after them a long train of friends 
and neighbours of the family, and a crowd 
of gazers ſurrounded the proceſſion ; thoſe 


that had long worn the fetters of ' wedlock, 
| Fs +++. © 4wuh 
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with an air of important experience, con- 
templated the ſacrifice that was going to be 
made of this pure virgin ; whilſt the wiſhing 
nymphs, and gaping ſwains, that had ne- 
ver try'd the nooſe, fleer'd in the faces of 
the bride and bridegroom, making un- 
lucky and arch comments upon their looks 
and manner of carriage, not without cer- 
tain whiſpers, full of double entendre, of the 
conſequences that would reſult from the 
ceremony before next morning. The cu- 
rate (for the incumbent of the pariſh was 
then at St. James's, ſolliciting a plurality) 
was waiting with his attendant clerk at the 
church door, longing for the arrival of the 
parties, and eager to diſpatch his office, 
- for, right well he ween'd, that then would 
enſue elymoſinary firloin, and the ſmok- 
ing pudding, beſides other cates that par- 
ſons are well known to ſcent with remark- 
able eagerneſs. At length then, with a 
flow and ſolemn pace, they reach'd the 
holy ſpot, where this, ſtrange metamorphoſis 
was to be wrought of a man and woman, 
into a man and his wife ; and that the rib 
was once more to be myſteriouſly taken 
out of Adam's fide. Old Ruſtycaſſock per- 
ſorm'd his buſineſs well; Amen, with a 
ſtentorian voice, made the temple echo 
again; Delanio ſpoke with boldneſs, and 
| | Maria 
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Maria with a modeſt diffidence went thro' 
the ceremony, and even pronounc'd thoſe 
dreaded words, Love, honour and obey, which 
ſo confounds the haughty ſpirits of our 
goddeſſes, without changing her voice to a 
lower key. They return'd from the church, 
in much the {ame order they went there, 
ſave that the parſon and clerk were added 
to the number, who walk'd with the ſo- 
lemnity eſſential to their functions. The 
dinner was grand and magnificent, con- 
ſidering the rank of the perſons, the ſports 
were continued till midnight, and Leonora 
and her paramour had never been more de- 
lighted, than in the diſplay of humour in 
the country people upon this occaſion, 
Ranger had, in a pears with Lothario, 
who was a youth of a lively genius, con- 
triv'd a kind of maſque to be perform'd at 
night, in which, Hymen was introduc'd, as 
the author of true felicity, Cupid attending 
him, and Fealouſy, ruthful fiend, en viouſiy 
attempting to imbitter the joys they had 
in ſtore. Yenus, the goddeſs of beauty, 
firſt led up the bride to the altar, with 
all the melting graces that diſtinguiſh, her 
character; but when ſhe returns, Minerva, 
the patroneſs of wiſdom and prudence, 
takes the guidance of her, and delivers her 

into the arms of her huſband, who is ſup- 
i} ported 
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- reed by Fidelity and Conſtancy. The fol- 
0 


wing dialogue was W by the married 
Br. | 


A NuprIAL SONG. 


H E., | 
APPY, now, thy ſwain can in languiſh, 
Freed from anxious pain and care! 
1 his the ſtate fo free from anguiſh, 
Every joy is center'd here! 


In my Delia's lovely features, 
All that charms my eyes I view; 

Sweeteſt ſhe, 'of earthly creatures, 
Ever tender, virtuous, true !_ 


SHE. 
Oh! my Damon let me tell thee, 
Fondly leaning on thy breaſt, 


a What felicity befel me, 


When my Damon firſt careſs'd 


Firſt careſs'd, his Delia, Gehing, 
Preſs'd her eager "tween his arms, 
Hauen, panting, murm'ring, dying, 
Tun'd her ſoul to love's alarms, 


HE.. 


Ob! if theſe young j Joys could gain thee, 


What muſt riper pleaſures bring, 
T hat with bluſh can never ſtain thee, 


And from reaſon' s fountain ſpring z _ | 
W hilſt 
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Whilſt with awe and paſſion mingled, 
I thy heavenly mind ſurvey, 

Every joyous rapture kindled, 
Jealous fears exi}'d away! 


SHE. 

Les, my Damon, hence for ever, 
Every diſcord, ev'ry ſtrife, 

Worſt of ills, nor e' er can ſever, 
Thoſe who thus are join'd for life: 


Join'd, each others bliſs conſulting, 
Ever careful ſtil} to pleaſe, 

Every happineſs reſulting, | 
From ſuch well pair'd ſouls as theſe! _ 


BOTH. 
Let us then ſwell the notes, and muſic's 
A 
Applaud in loudeſt ſtrains our well form'd 
choice: 
To bliſs like ours celeſtial praiſe be given; 
For marriage is the fav'rite gift of heaven. 


Al theſe things concluded, at length, 
the bride and bridegroom, attended by a few 
ſelect perſons of both fexes, retir*d to their 
chamber, were undreſs'd with all the accuſ- 
tomed formalities, not forgetting even the 
antient ceremony of flinging the ſtock- 
ing, and put to bed, where we ſhall leave 
the amorous pair to revel in thoſe delights, 

| | which 
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which need no deſcription, as the greateſt 
part of my readers both male and female 
have, no doubt, themſelves experienc'd 
them, and thoſe who have not, need no 
other ſtimulus than that of nature to prompt 
them to initate themſelves in the ſame 
myſteries. Indeed, I muſt confeſs, I am 
not my own "22084 as an author, in thus 
concealing what paſs'd between them in 
theſe delightful moments; becauſe a little 
of that ſame laſcivious deſcription, has been 
found an infallible receipt to promote the 
ſale of works of this nature; but 1 happen 
to be of his grace of Buckingham s Opinion, 


Immodeſt words (or ſcenes) admit of no defence, 
And want of decency is want of ſenſe ; 


and therefore ſhall neither offend one part 
of my readers or gratify the foul expecta- 
tions of the other.—I had rather all the 
volumes I ever wrote, and they are not 
a few, were burnt by the hands of the com- 
mon hangman, than, wittingly, raiſe one 
profane or one looſe idea in the minds of 
thoſe who do me'the honour of a peruſal; 
ſo that the world may conjecture I am nei- 
ther à Garretteer nor a Grubean. 
Wes ſhall ſhut the chamber door, then, 
of the new married pair with | 


en — #1 003 dams ee, 
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and leave the ſour, the ſplenetick and the 
envious, to gnaſh their teeth in the entry, 
and the old fuſty batchelors to imitate the - 
fox in the fable, and call thoſe grapes ſour 
which they never could reach. Let them 
all take advice, if they regret the hap- 
pineſs enjoy'd by the Delanios and Marias, 
who reap ſuch felecity ; 


Might o'ercomes right ; and pow'rful love 
can conguer, 

The grey hair'd ſenator, and ſparkiſb yonkey. 

Then ſince this love will conquer one by one, 

Let's all agree to yield; the work is done. 


However, not abſolutely to offend my ce- 
libate readers, for it is the bufineſs of - 
books of this ſpecies to pleaſe every body, 
III tell them what a certain old gentleman 
has ſomewhere ſaid —How ſweet is the 
ſound of Diluculs ſurgere ſaluberrimum eff, 
when it can be pronounc'd without any 


one to contradict it. 


O] may our hours of life be mud. 
And wear an equal freedom with our mind: 
And may no ſcreech owl's voice from curiains 
pPrate, | 
How vine ducing Sion; home diane 
= when i rg rouſes you to wealth, 
with ber fra ant dawn wwould give you 
health, 1 | 
| Obey 


* . 
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Obey ber voice: And let it not be ſaid 
uu were commanded then to lie in bed. 


| The words, 
Amantium ire Amoris redintegratio et, 


| plainly ſeem to deſcribe the opinion of 

ſome old philoſophers, That envy and ſtrife 
was the firſt principle, of all things; and 
when people had fought and ſquabbled till 
they were weary, they became very loving, 
and fell to the production of creatures. 


Men ſay the goddeſs firife pref des above, 
And cauſes things, and mixes e en with love: 
He that adores ber muſt expect ber ſcorn, 
Whilſt crowds of bleeding Haves her flate adorn. 
She wars, makes peace, 17 croſs, gay, four, 
' and kind, | 
And flies the compaſs of the various wind; 
But when be ſeems the conqu reſs in the field, 
She'll in that unexpeted moment yield. 


Then let Hymen' s rites begin; 
I6 triumph. Enter in. 


But you that have th inconſtant torment got, 
Conſider not the fortune of your lot ; 
That goddeſs who now bears the name of wife 
Was yours for hours before; now his for life. 


Tuus having ſaid a little to moderate their 


chagrin, in the uſual ſtrain of the declaim- 
7”, Ut 
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ers againſt matrimony, I muſt reſume my 
ſtory. The next day our new married 
folks join'd their friends, ſomewhat late 
in the morning, and ſeem'd abundantly 

pleas'd with their ſituation ; and now Ran- 
ger and his Leonora, would have taken their 
leave and ſet out for London, but Yo much 
importunity was uſed to detain them, 
for a week more, by the worthy Mr. Carr, 
and his children, that they were oblig'd, 
out of civility to ſubmit, which they the ra- 
ther did, as Lothario, to whom they had 
taken a great liking, had promiſed then to 
accompany them to London. 

Ir may be proper to obſerve, that our 
adventurers, during the time of their con- 
tinuance at . Marlborough, never took the 
liberties warranted in a' man and his wife; 
but liv'd and ated only as friends and ac- 
ener arr ſave when they could ſteal 
ſome precious private moments, to indulge 
their fondneſs in, which ſeem'd to be ſtill 
upon the encreaſe on both fides; ſo that 
the family little ſuſpected the cloſe familia- 
rity between them. Ranger's perſon and 
addreſs had made the way to all their hearts, 
and the graces. of Leonora, her wit and 
good ſenſe, had not only had the ſame 
effect, but had deeply ſmitten Losbaris 
with a paſſion for her; which, at * 
ö he 
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he ventur'd to break to her, in the moſt 
prepared way, at the ſame time telling her, 
if ſhe had any the leaſt engagement with his 
friend Mr. Ranger, her ſignification of it im- 
mediately ſhould cauſe him to deſiſt.— There 
is an innate vanity in woman that is too 
much flatter*d by ſuch addreſſes, to permit 
them to diſguiſe the ſatisfaction they feel 
at t effects of their charms; beſide, Leo- 
nora, as my readers muſt have obſerved, 
was naturally ſomewhat coquettiſh, and, 
but for the indifference Davy had ſhewn 
towards her, would have led him a dance 
that would have 'made his heart ach. But 
it happened with her, as it does with moſt 
of the ſiſterhood, where they fancy a man, 
and he reſiſts their yoke, all their Ferie 
ſtoops immediately, and from domineering 
over others, they become downright ſlaves 
themſelves. Thence all the arts ſhe had 
us*d to get the poſſeſſion . of that beloved 
man; thence all, the indiſcretions her 
paſſion had made her guilty of; and, I, 
for my part, am ready to pronounce, that 
it was rather ſickly humour and pride, 
than pure love, that had produc'd the pre- 
ſent correſpondence with Davy, and her 
elopement from her noble family, at leaſt 
this chapter will ſo indicate; for when once 

a ſincere paſſion has taken place in a fe- 


male 
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male ſoul, I hold it quite impoſſible to 
drive it thence, or to change the object; 
and, of all conſtancies, that of a woman, 
I will aſſert, is without compare the moſt 
laſting, and, if the dear creatures are us'd 
with tenderneſs, confideration and honour, 
has ſo delightful an effect that words are 
too faint, too low to deſcribe. My male 
readers wil excuſe me, ſince I have digreſ- 
ſed ſo far, if I lay this down as an undoubt- 
ed and ſelf-evident truth, that notwith- 
ſtanding all the natural foibles of the fex; 
they would never become mean or baſe, if 
the men did not ſet them the example, or 
by ill uſage, neglect and want of tender- 
neſs, either cauſe imprudence or hatred.” 
But to return — Leonora, gave Lothario 
ſuch an anſwer, as tho' it left him little 
hope of ſucceeding, yet egg'd him on in his 
purſuit ; but as to her connexion with Ran- 
ger, ſhe declin*d ſaying any thing about it, 
wiſely conſidering that a rival was no in- 
conſiderable fpur to the conducting of an 
amour with ſpirit; nor could ſhe help 
dropping ſome flattering hints, of her fa- 
mily and fortune, the more to ſecure the 
continuance of his addreſſes.— Poor Leono- 
ra! little did ſhe imagine what a ſnare ſhe 
had laid for her own heart, which could be 
faid only to have yielded to 2 be- 
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fore; but now was to be melted by real 
love. Happy it was, that Davy's attach- 
ment to her did not riſe from affection, 
but from gratitude and compulſion ; and 
from an after admiration of her wit and good 
ſenſe, more than from a love of her perſon, 
Otherwiſe he would, with bitterneſs of 
foul, have felt her defection, and have 
been infinitely more touch'd than in the 
loſs of his charming M*Carchy. As it hap- 
pened, then, that neither of them were in- 
ſpired with a real genuine regard for each 
other, proceeding from the heart; it was 
a peculiar good fortune that Leonora had 
ſo fail'd herſelf in her politicks, as never 
to have propos'd matrimony, which, con- 
ſidering all things, I make not the leaſt 
doubt, Ranger would have readily em- 
brac'd. 3 1 
LOTHARIO was the only ſon of a 


baronet in Somerſetſhire, and was now 


twenty-three years of age; his perſon was 
form'd very advantageouſly, and he had 
thoſe ſoft graces about him, his features 
wore ſomewhat Jo touchingly tender, 


that it was almoſt impoſſible to look at 


him with inſenſibility.' He was maſter 
of a great fund of acquir'd knowledge, 
ſpoke with a grace, danc'd extremely well, 
and - underſtood muſic to perfection, _ 

7 e 18 


\ 
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his voice might vye with thoſe. of the 
celebrated Beard or Lowe. Add to all this, 
that he was ſincere and generous, and no 
one will wonder if lady Leonora, in her 
turn, ſoon became enamoured. At firſt 
ſhe treated him with a kind of ſilent diſ- 
dain, and yet a diſtant attention to his 
complaints, which he made in a manly, tho” 
moving manner; but, before the week of 
their ſojourn at Mr. Carr's was expir'd. 
where they had g Fer opportunities of 
being together; for Ranger, was not at all 
ſuſpicious or jealous, he had gain'd a de- 
claration from her, that he was not diſ- 
agreeable to her. Fir'd by this, the young- 
ter, determin'd to follow her up cloſe, 
and, in ſhort, made ſuch progrets, that, 
when ſhe got into the coach to come to 
London, ſhe had like to have made a mif- 
take, by refuſing her hand to Ranger, and 


giving it to Lothario, to hand her into it, 


and bluſh'd ſo extremely at it, that, then, 
for the firſt time, that once-lov'd man be- 
gan to ſurmize what had happened, which 
kept him ſo ſilent and diſturb'd during the 
firſt day's journey, that Lothario, who had 
conceiv'd a prodigious value for him, fre- 
quently queſtioned him as to the ſituation 
of his health. What diſturb'd Ranger 
was, Thar panciple of honour, which tells 


the 


118 The JoveniLE ApvenTUuREs 


the poſſeſſor, how mean and diſgraceful i it 
ward be, tamely to ſubmit no miſtreſs to 
his rival: *Tis true he had no legal proper: 
ty in her; but then he had, he imagin'd, 
à very tender claim, that of having enjoy- 

ed her perſon. However, reaſon, at length, 
ſtepp'd into his aid, and, by the time they 
came to Newberry, when they ſtopp'd for 
that night, he had conſider'd ſo well of 
matters, that, reflecting, if what he ſuſpect- 
ed ſo was real, upon the rank and fortune 
'of Leonera, and the worth of Lotbario, as 
he did not find himſelf diſpos'd to marry 
her, he determin'd, with all his power, to 
promote a match between them, and there- 
upon concluded to ſpeak to her about it, 
that very night. 

I ſhould have juſt obſerv'd, that they 
parted from Mr. Carr's, loaded with blef: 
ſings and civilities, and left that gentle- 
man, Delanio and Maria, in the enjoy- 
ment of the moſt enchanting felicity. Be- 
fore they went to their ſeveral apartments, 
Ranger ſignify*d to Leonora, that he would 
be glad of a few words with her in private, 
and, accordingly, when -Lothario had re- 
tir'd, ſhe came into his- chamber; but he 
could plainly perceive, not with her wont- 
ed defires and wiſhes about her, which had 


us'd far to exceed his own. He then de- 
| the clar'd 
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clar'd to her, what he imagin'd, but with- 
out the leaſt upbraiding; and concluded, 
by telling her that, if matters were fo 
ſituated, he would adviſe her not to refuſe ſo 
adyantageous and agreeable a match. At firſt 
the pride of our heroine was ſhock'd, at the 
eaſineſs with which Ranger ſaid all this, and 
the indifference with which he could think 
of parting with her; but when they compar'd 
notes, and conſidered all things; of lovers, 
they commenc*d friends, and, upon her 
declaring ſhe ſhould be perfectly happy 
with Lothario, Ranger kiſs'd her, and told 
her, he would relinquiſh his right in her, 
with ſome ſmart jokes on both ſides, upon 
infidelity and inconftancy. Now the go- 
ing to London, as ſhe had no lodging there, 
was debated ; but, at length, it was agreed 
ſhe mould go to her father's, and Zothario 
ſhould be inſtructed to demand her in 
form, after he had got his father's con- 
ſent, which he could not doubt of, as ſhe 
was of a family, and had a fortune ſuperior 
to what he could expect; a fortune entire- 

ly her own, having been left her by her 

mother's father ſoon after the marriage of 
Bertram and Clariſſa, beſides her expectati- 

ons from her parents. _ 4: £2bh 

Some of my more ſqueamiſh readers, I 
luppofe now, will pity poor Lotbario in 
"TR." | f having 
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having a lady impos'd upon him, who had 
before had a commerce with another, But 
let them conſider her as a widow, whoſe 
- - firſt huſband was defunct, and the caſe will 
not be look'd upon in ſo bad a light. 
For their ſatisfaction I can aſſure them, that 
this very night, they both declin'd their 
wonted familiarities, on Loibario's account, 
and, moreover, Ranger vow'd never more 
to deſire a repetition of the bleſſings he had 
enjoy'd ; but ever, from that time, to be- 
have only as a ſincere friend, and a man of 
honour; ſhe, on her ſide, proteſting ſhe was 
ſorry for her miſconduct, and that ſhe 
would endeavour for the future to merit 
the favour and protection of heaven, by 
all her words and actions. Her ſervants, 
of which ſhe had two, when ſhe ſtole Do- 
vy from Dublin, and who had been witneſs 
Ke ſome familiarities between them, had 
been diſmiſs'd, luckily, as ſoon as they ar- 
riv'd at Marlborough, by their own requeſt, 
as ſhe had hir'd and cloth'd them in Dublin 
only for a certain time, which was then 
expir'd, and. ſhe gave them ame rewards 
for their fidelity. 
Two days more brought them ſafely to 
 Windſer, and now, no ſecret being made 
by Leonora or Lothario, of their mutual 


love for each other; z all matters were 11 
& tle 
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tled, in regard to her being conducted to 
her father's, which office was eagerly em- 
| brac'd by Lotbario, and when they came 
to London, after diſcharging their coach. 
which had had a long job of it, Lothario 

and Leonora took a hackney, and drove 
away to my lord 's, and Ranger 


another, in which he was fairy to the 


houſe of Mr.. Phillips a merchant, a friend 
and former correſpondent of his father's, 
in Ayloffe-Street, Goodman's- Fields, for he 
knew no body in London, and had been 
directed there both by his father's and 
uncle s letters, for advice and accommoda- 
tion, And now I may conclude this chap- 
ter, which opens ſo many ſucceeding ad- 


ventures, perhaps . not improperly, with 
theſe lines of Prior. 


Whilt men have ſuch ambitions fancies, 
And wanton wenches read romances ; 
Our ſex will — bat? out with it— ye, 
And theirs in equal ftrains reply. | 
The moral of this tale 1 fing ; 

A poeſy for a wedding · ring, 

In this ſhort verſe all be confin'd, 
Love is a jeſt, and vows are wind.” 


volt e . CRAp 
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C H A P. VI. 


Ranger receives à letter from Leonora, with 
directions for his conduft.—He waits upon 
- Lord Berwam.—His reception, and intro- 


We to | ſeveral great es” 


wif 1 (13 #4 
THEN Ranger got to Mr. Philips 

and alighted, he rang the bell; and, 
à ſervant. coming to the door, was inform- 

ed, that gentleman was at home, was in- 
troduced to him, and met with a moſt cour- 
teous and friendly reception, and the whole 
family ſeemed to vye with each other in his 
entertainment. For ſome days he was. ta: 
ken up in the gratification of his eager cu- 
rioſity, which had led him into every part 
of this great metropolis, in which he was 
frequently accompanied by his kind hoſt, 
Mr. Phillips, and his lady, who, tho* the 
poſſeſſed no extraordinary fhare of beauty, 
yer was endowed with abundance of good 
ſenſe. The theatre, in the part of the 
town in which he. quartered, was then juſt 
opened for the enſuing ſeaſon, and he fre- 
quently attended Mr. Phillips there, and, 


before the firſt month was at a concluſion, | 
had become acquainted with the maſter of 


that little theatre, 2 moſt of the 1 * 
1 | P 
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pal performers, two of whom had trod the 
ſequent- 


ſtage with him at Dublin, and con 
ly did not fail to publiſh the great reputa- 
tion he had acquired in that city: So that 
the maſter was beginning to tryevery art to 


draw him to perform with him, which he 


knew would be à great advantage to his 
company, who were not then very ſhining 
in. their ſeveral 
he was a complete gentleman, as well as 

a perfect actor, he viſited more conſtantly 


than uſual at Mr. Phillips's, Where he had 
been long acquainted, and inſinuated him- 


ſelf ſo far into Rangers good graces, that, 
at length, he engaged with him at a very 
conſiderable ſallary; which he rather did, 
as he found all the top characters at the 
two other houſes were * filled up. When 
this point was ſettled, he ſat down and 
wrote, to bis father and uncle, letters advi- 
ſing them of his ſafe arrival in London, and 


x place of his abode, begging, by the firſt | 


opportunity, to hear from them; and he told 


his uncle he had been ſo frugM, as not to 
have any occaſion to draw upon him; for, 


in truth, he had ſcarce broke bulk Gece he 
left Dublin, as Leonora had inſiſted upon be- 
ing pay; miſteſs all the way. This buſi- 
neſs was ſcatcely diſpatched, when he re- 
ceived ed he following lx, | 


rts. For this purpoſe, as 


Dear 
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Dear SIR, 


Fear you haveaccus'd me of ingratitude 
I Qor forgetfulneſs, in not having written 
to you according to my promiſe; but I was 
reſolved to ſtay till T could give you thorough 
advice of the near approach to the conclu- 
ſion of my rambling adventures. My fa- 
ther and mother received Lotbario with the 
utmoſt politeneſs, and I repreſented to them 
that he had been ſo kind to me in my jour- 
ney from Bath, where T pretended I had 
fpent my time, privately, for ſo long a 
ſpace, that they thought themſelves oblig- 
ed to ſhew him all kinds of civilities, and, 
in a week's time, perceived ſo many 
qualities in him, that, when he demanded 
leave to addreſs me, after they found it was 
perfectly agreeable to me, they conſented 
without hefitation. Thus we were obliged, 
for form ſake, to act over the ſame ſtory again 
that we had begun at Marlborough, and his 
father's conſent being arrived, three days 
hence the marriage ceremony is to be per- 
formed, with great magnificence, I aſſure 
you, at which I hope to have the pleaſure 
of your preſence. Lothario's father has 
| ſettled boo. per annum on his ſon, and made 
me # jointure of 4001. per amum, by way 
| of rent · charge; _ in addition to my own 
WK 4 fortune, 
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fortune, my father and uncle have promiſ- 


ed us 50007. Your very good friends, lord 
and lady Bertram, are juſt arrived in rown, 
to be preſent at our nuptials, and long to 
ſee you. You will remember, I informed 
them that we accidentally met at Bath, and 
that you accompanied us to town; I told 
them the ſtory of Miſs M*Cartby, at which 
they were-greatly concerned for you, and 
my brother would have ſought you out, be- 
fore this time, if I had not pretended to 
have loſt your addreſs, and to have found 
it again only this very morning. And now, 
my dear Ranger, permit me to ſay, that I 
will ever retain the moſt tender riendſhip 
for you, will ſtudy on all occaſions to pro- | 
mote your intereſt and advantage; and, if 
you reſume the profeſſion from which I pil- 
fered you, and in which my heart 2 
once more to you, I don't t 
but I ſhall be able to ke ſuch a party, 
amongſt the nobility in your favour, as will 
abundantly anſwer all your expectations. 
Adieu, dear Sir; my brother and ſiſter, and 
your friend Lotbario, who loves you, as 
well as myſelf, long for your company. 

Believe me to be, my dear Ranger, your 
very affectionate friend, and humble ſer- 
vant, LzoONORA. 


'G 3 Dar 
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DA was pleaſed to the laſt degree 
with the receipt of this letter, and the ad- 
vice that lord Bertram and his Clariſſa 
were in London: What promiſes Leonora 
had given him raiſed his ambition, and al- 
ready he graſped, in imagination, the whole 
compaſs of theatrick honour and applauſe. 
He was to have appeared on the ſtage that 
very night; but took care to make a proper 
excuſe, for ſome days, which was no hard 
matter to get accepted, for the maſter was 

his very obſequious ſervant, and took care 
nothing ſhould: give him the leaſt diſtur- 
bance or diſguſt. He rightly judged he 
ould not be permitted to return very 
dily, and had a ſuperb and ſplendid ſuit of 
clothes made up, in which, on the ſecond 
day after the receipt of che letter, he ſet 
out for lord Bertram's, judging it proper 
that he ſhould introduce him to Leonura 
and her family. He had no ſooner alight- 
ed, and ſent his name in, than that worthy 
nobleman ran into the hall, followed by 
his Clariſſa, and, flinging his arms round 
' Ranger's neck, cried out, My dear friend, 


ho tranſported Fam at the honour you do 
me; and, familiarly claſping one arm about 
him, conducted bim, bY a kind of gentle 
compulſion, i into the ſaloon where they were 


at breakfaſt, and then gave him time to re- 
turn 


— 
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turn his compliments, and to ſalute; his 
lady; all which he did with his Wan, 
grace, which never failed to prepoſſeſs ever 
ry one in his favour. Davy then, expatiar 
ted upon the pleaſure: he had reaped 1n, {9 
luckily meeting with Leonora, and comple- 
mented them upon the tidings he had re- 
ceived of her ſpeedy marriage; and they 
both ſhowed a prodigious deal of delight 
at his coming to be preſent at the ceremo- 
ny. Thence, they diſcourſed of the merit 
of the two loyers; and Clarifa ſaid, ſhe 
hoped: matrimony would tame her ſiſter a 
little, for ſhe. had been for a long time a 
wild, rambling creature. Madam, Ranger 
returned, your ladyſhip's ſiſter is poſſeſſed 
of every qualification to render Latbaris ſu- 
premely happy, and the temper you bj 
her for, may engage her to prize her = 
ceeding calm and quiet more highly. Berirgys 
and Clariſſa ſignify d, that they ſhould, take a 
pleaſure in hearing the accidents that had be- 
fallen him, ſince his laſt calling upon them, 
after his loſing his M Carthy; and Rau- 
ger very readily. gave them the detail of all 
his miſhaps, and thoſe of his family; bis 
engaging in the dramatick profeſſion, and 
his intention of coming to London, with his 
connexions with the maſter of the little 
: theatres but not a word of his adventures 
| „ 172 with 
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with Leonora. They ſympathized with him 
in all his ſorrows and misfortunes, and her 
ladyſhip ſhed tears over the unhappineſs of 
Miſs M*Carihy, and Bertram was full of en- 
comiums on the diſintereſted generoſity, 
and the filial piety, he had diſplayed to- 
wards his father. When he had concluded, 
that nobleman ſpoke thus ; My dear friend, 
I can diſcover, throughout your whole re- 
lation, nothing in your behaviour but what 


diſcovers a noble and upright mind; and 
heſitate not a moment to tell you, that 
your friendſhip, which took riſe at my firſt 


acquaintance with you, has encreaſed every 
day ſince, from the contemplation of your 
excellent diſpoſition, and many amiable 
qualities. I have, and always had, a great 
regard for the ſtage ; which, 1 think, has 


been too much debaſed, by the admiſſion 
of low and immoral performers, and ſuch 


as nature had not form'd for that buſineſs. 


I make no doubt but you will make a total 


alteration, in proper time, in our Britiſh 
theatres, and that you wil] introduce a new. 
ſyſtem of ſtage politicks, and render thoſe 
diverſions ſubſervient to the amendment of 
manners, and the great end of poliſhing and 
reforming the minds of mankind. * My ta- 


ble, my purſe, ſhall ever be at your ſer- 


vice; and fince you have choſen this flowery, 
yer 
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yet arduous path, to fame and fortune, Tl! 
undertake to recommend you to all thoſe, 
amongſt the nobility and gentry, Who have 
a true regard for merit like yours. As to 
my Clariſſa, ſhe is too much captivated 
with Mr. Ranger, to neglect any opportu- 
nity of promoting his intereſt with the la- 
dies. Ranger, quite overcome with theſe 
teſtimonies of affection from this noble pair, 
returned his acknowledgments in the moſt 
lively and grateful terms. And now, Ber- 
tram and his lady having retired to prepare 
themſelves for Leonora's wedding, to which 
Ranger was to accompany them in their 
coach, returned to their gueſt, arrayed" in 
the moſt gorgeous manner, and told him, 
that the ear], their father, would alſò be 
there, and they ſhould have the pleaſurt᷑ of 
making him alſo known to him. * Fi 
"Toon arrived at Leonora's father's, and NAR 
ger, who had heard lord Berirau 's ſtory 
om Leonora, was eager to ſee all thote 
noble perſonages, of whoſe virtues he had 
ſuch high ideas. When they alighted, 
they were received by that worthy lord and 
his conſort; and the former, turning to 
Bertram, ſaid, My dear, may we hope this 
gentleman is Mr. Ranger, the plealüre of 
whoſe company, upon this occaſion, was 
Promiſed us by my daughter ? Yes, my 
* 8 thn" 
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lord, Bertram replied, this is our worthy 
friend, whom I recommend to your ac- 
quaintance. My lord and lady, then, par- 
ticularly paid their reſpects to him, and 
welcomed him to London; to which Mr. 
Ranger returned an anſwer, and an addreſs 
that charmed them. The bride and bride- 
groom were ſeated in an inner apartment; 
when they ſaw Ranger, Lothario advanced, 
and ſtrained him in a ſtrenuous. embrace, 
and Leonora approached him bluſhing, and 
he ſaluted her with an air, tho' of polite 
"wap yet of mingled deference and re- 
ect. Soon after the earl and Sir James, 
onora's uncle, arrived, and many other 
noble perſonages of both ſexes, to all- 
whom Ranger was introduced by 3 
and Zothario, and, in a little time, they too 
became enamoured of him, and promiſed 
to uſe all their intereſt in his favour. 
Tux eſpouſals were performed at about 
twelve, the old canonical hour, and the. repaſt, 
and ball that ſucceeded, betokened the high 
rank and quality of the family. Ranger be- 
haved with ſuch good humour, was ſo 
briſk, alert and witty, that he was admired 
by every one. Poor Leonora could not help 
ſtealing a look at him every now and then, 
and he had only one reflection thatpain'd him, 
which could notbe got over before wy 
ay; 
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day; but when he found that Lothario ap- 
eared, in the morning, quite ſatisfied with 
15 choice, and that he and his lady were 
rather increaſed in their affection, and the 
number of kind glances they beſtowed on- 
each other, his heart was ſet at eaſe; for 
the generoſity of his ſoul would not permir 
him to enjoy peace, whilſt Leonora was in 
any danger of unhappineſs, tho', after all, 
he could not be charged with being the au- 
thor of it. Thus Lothario verified the old 
maxim of the facetious Eraſmus, with which 
he bantered the excellent Sir Thomas Moore, 


ede * babes ; et babes. 


- - + vas lk. * 
- y 3 — 


fe, 
CHAP, VIL. tary 


Leaves bis noble friends, —Finds letters from 
Ireland at his return home. —Contents of 
them. — Performs at the little theatre —His 
: fuceeſs.—Followed by the great and 2 20. 
11 en thereon. * 


21 1 — 2 


\OR > hte week Mr. Ranger” - cos 
nued in this delightful family, pleaſe” 
to obſerve that Lothario and Leonora conti- 
nued to improve in fondneſs and kindneſs 
for each other but, at length, tho” fore * 
gainſt 
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gainſt the wills of his noble friends, he was 
obliged to take his leave, and return to Mr. 
Phillips's, after having received a general 
invitation from them all, to make their 
houſes and tables his own. When he re- 

! turned to his lodgings, where they had been 
mourning his departure and long ſtay ; fo 
much had he captivated all the family, he 
was preſented, with two letters, which he 
knew, at firſt ſight of the ſuperſcriptions, 
were the hand-writing of his father and 
uncle, at which he was full of joy. His 

uncle very affectionately. wiſhed him ſuc- 
ceſs, wondered. at. his. frugality,. that he had 
not drawn upon him, and reiterated his for- 
mer promiſes of making him his ſole and 
univerſal heir, encouraging him to go on, 
and mingling ſome advice to him, to mind 
the rainy day, and to. make hay whilſt the 
ſun ſhone. His father's was as follows; 


- 


—— —— — 


—— 


My very dear Son, | 


FOUR welcome letter relieved me from 
the great pain and anxiety I was un- 

der, with regard to your health and ſafety; 
for your late behaviour to me has particu- 
larly impreſſed ſuch a tenderneſs towards 
you upon my mind, as makes me more un- 
eaſy, when you are at ſuch an awful diſ- 
tance from me, than ever, I think, I could 

— 4 r 


—— 
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have been before. Tho? I am certain, be- 
fore that time, however appearances may 
condemn me, that no father more affecti- 
onately loved a ſon. I joy in your ſucceſs, 
and am in no doubt that providence will 
bleſs you in all your undertakings, for that 
goodneſs of ſoul that is ſo pecuharly your 
characteriſtick, and that regard and vene- 
ration you have ever ſhewn your parents; 
particularly in the laſt ſuccour you afforded 
my declining days. Virgil's hero, who bore 
with pious care, from Ilium's dreadful ſcent, 
his aged father; could not vye with thee, © 
In fond affection to a reverenc'd parent: 
Tho? I have lately read that paſſage, of his 
regard to the decrepid Anchiſes, with more 
feeling than ever I did before; his addreſs, 
on the occaſion, to the dear companions of 
his flight, has ſomewhat peculiarly touch- 
ing in it. i FR. | 


Haſte, my dear father, lis no time to wait, 
And load my ſhoulders with a willing freight : 
Nate er betides, your life ſhall be my care, 
One death, or one deliv*rance, we will ſhare. 
My little ſon, my hand ſhall lead, whilſt you, 
My faithful conſort, Pall our fteps purſue. 


ALL ages have agreed to give the greateſt 
encomiums to inſtances of filial piety, 


and | 


— 
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and amongſt the heathens it was held in as 
great, if, alas! not greater account than it 
is amongſt the Chriſtians, - But I have no 
occaſion thus to digreſs to matters, with 
which you have ſo intimate, an acquain- 
tance, . 
Lou - mother-in-law departed. this life 
three weeks ſince; and, 1 know your tem- 
per ſo well, that I am ſure you will not re- 
Joice at it, She, ever ſince your firſt know- 
ledge of her, behav'd, as if you had in- 
ſpired her, in a moſt unexceptionable and 
exemplary manners ſtudied every way to 
oblige me, and really had gained ſo much 
upon me, that I ſincerely wept, and regret- 
ted her departure. With regard to all o- 
ther affairs, they are as you left them; I 
ſettled with your grandfather's executors, 
and received 800d. and poſſeſſion of your 
eſtate, and now am determined to retire to 
the Moat-Houſe, and endeavour to improve 
your fortune, and to make my peace with 
that righteous judge of all the earth, - be- 
fore whom I muſt ſhorcly appear: But, I 
hope till to have the comfort of beholding 
my dear child, that I may bleſs him before 
I die. . I have experienced the vanity of all 
mortal enjoy ments, ſufficiently, and am 
weaned from the world, having but one 


perſon in it, for whom I would wiſh to 
| live, 
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live, and that is yourſelf. If, my dear ſon, 
you ſhould want any ſum ſhort of 16004. 
you may draw upon me for it, whenever 
you will; and as half the income of- the 
eſtare will be ſufficient for my future ſup- 
port: you may receive the other moĩety, or 

will put it to proper uſe for your inte- 
reſt, I wiſh you could prevail upon your- 
ſelf to return to Treland, and let us ſpend 
our days in a friendly and philoſophical 
. way together; you have enough to make 
your future life happy, even if you ſhould 
think proper to alter your condition, which 
J would gladly be a witneſs to, before I 
take my laſt adieu of this world. How- 
ever, my deareſt Davy, follow your own 


inclination ; and may the great God of 


heaven and earth, ſucceed and bleſs you in 
all your tranſactions. Adieu, my ſon; let 
me hear from you as ſoon as poſſible again, 

and as often; and believe me to be, 


Tur moſt a fecrionate and tender father, 
RickanxůD RANGER. 
Tnuis letter, from his father, melted him 
into tears, and he really lamented his mo- 
ther- in law's death; if not from re 
her, yet becauſe his father was deprived of 
Aa helpful companion. He immediately, 
| - then, 


gard to 
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then, ſat down to write a letter of condo- 
lence to him, and was ſo tenderly affected, 
as once to have formed a reſolution of re- 
turning to live in Ireland, and to-cheriſh 
his father's laſt hours; but the glaring 
proſpects he had, and the hope of his fa- 
ther's living yet many years, ſogn called 
him off from that deſign. As to money, 
he deſired he would not mention it to him, 


and did not doubt his care in the manage- 
ment of all the concerns, from which he 


had any future expectation. He accompa- 
nied this letter, and that to his uncle, with 

nteel preſents of the produce of London, 
and when all this was diſpatched, began, 
without embarraſſment, to think of the bu- 
fineſs he had engaged to perform at the 
theatre. 

H did not think proper to let his noble 
friends know, for near a week after he be- 
gan to perform, willing to ſee what effect 
his performance would have upon ftran- 
gers, in the firſt place; for, notwithſtand- 
ing the applaufe and admiration of all the 
actors, on his rehearſing the firſt part he 


ever acted in England,” and the pleas'd aſto- 


niſhment of the maſter, he was reſolved to. 
diſcover how an Engliſb audience would re- 
liſh him, before he called in his friends for 


witneſſes. But the fame of his action and 
Wes utterance, - 
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utterance, that diſcernment with which he 
entered into his parts, his very dreſſing his 
characters, ſoon ſpread thro* the metropo- 
lis, and brought ſuch a number of equi- 


ver been ſeen there before: So that the 
earl, his ſon lord Bertram, all the bran- 
ches of that illuſtrious family, had the plea- 
ſure, the firſt time they beheld him, to find, 
105 * own merit had had ſuch an effect 
ublick, as made their recommen- 
E * 7 him unneceſſary. Thoſe noble 
perſons were neyer, afterwards, a night 
from that theatre, and were perfectly en- 
chanted with their friend, and talked o 
him with admiration in all companies. Cla- 
riſſa, Leonora, and their mother, were in 
raptures whenever they mentioned him, and 
every tex-table in town eccho'd forth his 
praiſes: So that, before the concluſion of 
the ſeaſon, even the Royal Family had 
- Journeyed that way to ſee him; it was rec- 
koned a want of taſte, and a being quite 
unfaſhionable, not to have beheld Ranger 
perform ; the maſter of the theatre reaped 
great profit from his reputation,” and he 
himſelf had had ſuch a number of magnifi- 
cent preſents beſtowed upon him, that he 
began to- think of making a yery N 
fortune. * 5 
_ Is 


. 
* 


pages to that end of the town, as had ne- 


* 


138 De Juvenits ADVENTURES 
- In this flux of ſucceſs, Ranger's manner 
of behaviour gave all the world the moſt 
advantageous opinion of him. His modeſt 
was equal to his. merit, and the mildneſs 
of his temper made all his admirers love 
him. It was perceivable, by the whole of 
his conduct, that he was a gentleman, and 
had received a good education, and he ob- 
| ſerved ſuch a due decorum towards thoſe 
great perſonages that honoured him with 
their friendſhip, that he never diſguſted 
them with too much familiarity, or by aſ- 


EY ſuming more to himſelf than became him; 


Whereas the generality of perſons of his 
profeſſion, being meanly educated, ſoon diſ- 
oblige their patrons by too much freedom, 
and by the arrogance of their exultation. 
So true it is that little minds cannot bear 
with moderation their good fortune; but 
are either raiſed to an overbearing pride, or 
ſunk to a mean fawning ſtate, both of them 
degrading and diſgraceful to human nature. 
Tut ſeaſon being over, after having fix- 
ed Ranger in the moſt eminent point of 
view, in London, as a- player, he was per- 
ſuaded by Bertram and Clariſſa to accompa- 
ny them, for two or three months of the 
ſmiling part of the year, to a country re- 
treat they had in the pleaſanteſt part of 
Cambridgeſhire, and where they propoſed to 

| enjoy 
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enjoy his company and converſation with 
full reliſh. Ranger complied with their re- 
queſt, without heſitation, and; accordingly 
they ſet out, in the beginning of June, for 

their delightful ſeat, in the neighbourhood 
of Cambridge. LHR 


CH AP. VIII. 


Arrive at Lord Bertram's ſtat.— Manner 7 

pending ibtir Jime.—Ranger's age, perſon, 

. and accompliſhmenti.—They return to town. 

© \— Removes bis lodging —Songht after at 

' - Enother theatre, — A ſurprizing diſtovery.— 
A tender ſcene —Ranger's humanity and 


_ ——— — — — — — —ͤꝓ — — — 


N 
A T the delightful ſeat of lord Bertram, 
A nothing paſſed but what contributed | 
to add dignity to human nature; it was the 
feaſt of Reaſon every day; they converſed 
upon the nobleſt topicks, with that free- 
dom of debate, and that candour of mind, 
that ſhould diſtinguiſh the man of ſenſe, 
and often the flawery ſubjects of poetry and 
mufick, and the exerciſe of the latter, 
ſtep'd in, by way of relief to more crabbed 
amuſements; and Clariſſa, in every thing e- 
vidently proved, that the female mind is as 
* | capable 


of the whole country. My lord and Ran- 
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capable of cultivation and improvement as 
that of the male gender. Frequently they 
viſited their neighbours of rank and for- 
tune, where Davy became the favourite, as 
he had every where been, and, as frequent- 
ly, in their tours entered the Gmple cottages 
of the poorer ſort of the vicinity, and feaſt- 
ed themſelves in the contemplation of rural 
innocence and worth, and often made hap- 
y the- hearts that laboured under diſtreſs 
and penury. Clariſſa had a number of theſe 
latter acquaintance, who, from her bounty, 


reaped that eaſe and comfort that fortune 


had denied, or providence withheld from 


their induftry and pains: No wonder 
then, if they were followed, wherever 


they went, with the bleſſings and praiſes 


ger were good fiſhermen, excellent courſ- 
ers, ſpecial markſmen, and notable hunt- 
ers, and thoſe ſports were frequently cho- 
ſen, as conducing to vigour of mind and 
bodily health. And thus the days winged 


their round, Ran 98 enjoying true felicity 
hi 


in the ſociety of his noble friends, and 


ſeeming to have baniſhed. all the former 


regrets of his life, and all the unfortunate 
iffue of his amorous adventures. He had 
now entered the twenty. fourth year of his 
age, and the manly robuſtneſs, mingled, 

a now. 
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now, with the blopm of youth in his pers 
ſon, which was truly amiable,. and was the 

reſidence of a ſoul that, in laudable and up- 
right propenſities, notwithſtanding the — | 
ertors of bis youth, was equal to that of a 
ſaint and an hero. His open ſincerity, his 
regard to truth, his frugality and tempe- 
rance, were qualities that ſeemed to indi- 
cate length of days, and increaſe of fame 
and wealth. His polite accompliſhments, 
his genius, his addreſs, all combined to cap- 
tivate in his favour thoſe who converſed 
with him, and he inſenſibly ſtole upon eve- 
ry heart. He frequently wrote, during this 
receſs, and as often received anſwers from 
his father and uncle, who continued in 
health, and who ſeemed to build all their 
hopes upon him. In his uncle's hands he 
had gool. and upwards ; in his on poſſeſ- 


fion near 500, and old Mr. Ranger was dai- | 


| 9 lay ing up the greateſt part of the income 
of the Tulla eſtate, with which, and his 


'uncle's fortune, which was great, he might 
have ſat down contented, without aiming at 
ſurther acquiſitions ; but Ranger was not of a 
temper to idle away the precious opportu- 
nities that youth imparts, of being uſeful 
to ourſelves and othets;; he reſolved to be 
an active member of ſociety, and if ſome 


vue inclination to e to full bags, — 
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ated him, as it was his only perceiyable 
failing; and he had ſhewn himſelf in ſo ma- 
ny inſtances quite diſintereſted, I hope, my 
readers will not remember it to his preju- 
dice. That his preſent. felicity and repu- 
tation did not intoxicate him, may be ga- 
thered from his conſtant remembrance of 
poor M*Kenzie, whole tender friendſhip and 
good ſenſe, often cauſed a melancholy te- 
flection, and as often he wiſhed he was in 
London to partake of his good fortune, and 
that they might tread the ſtage together; 


nor could he refrain, now and then, a ſigh 


from eſcaping him, to the memory of the 
beautiful, but unhappy lady, O Hara, and 
wiſhing the amiable fair was incircled in his 


arms, whom he had ſo cruelly and ſo fatal- 


ly loſt, with all her endearments, and all 
D 

Tn wintry- blaſts could alone induce our 
three friends [£0] .quit their agreeable ſitua- 


tion in Cambridgeſhire, for the noiſe and 


hurry of town, which began already to be 
Killed; and to call aloud for the diverſions, 
in which'Raxger made fo ſhining a figure. 
And now; he could no longer reſiſt the im- 
f nity of his noble friend, who inſiſted 
be ſhould remove to the gay end of the 


town, and accept of a ſuperb apartment at 


his houſe) nor longer bury himſelf in the 
27 92 : ; pur- 
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purlieus of Gdodman s- Field; and he alſo 
found it neceſſary to keep two livery ſer- 
vants, and to ſet up a chariot, which he 
filled as if he had never walked on foot. 
He took leave of his friends, Mr. Phillips 
and hfs lady,” with great regret, after mak- 
ing the family a thorough recompence for 
their civilities; but yet continued, purſu- 
ant to his contract, to perform at the little 
theatre; tho', about this time, he had very 
advantagious overtures made him from the 


patentee of the King's houſe, who was e- 


ger to prop his declining ſtage with a per- 
former that bid fair to eclipſe all thoſe who 
had preceeded him. 


H was thus ſituated, when, one fine 


froſty morning, as he was taking a philoſo- 
phical walk in Hyde-Parł, where he uſed to 
ruminate over the preceeding events of his 
life, and his preſent avocations and friend. 


ſhips, having ſtrayed to a greater diſtance, 


towards the Serpemtine-River, than he ap- 
prehended he had, he overheard, to the 
right, a profound ſigh, which proceeded 
from a perſon, who, tho” in a ſhabby dreſs, 
beſpoke a good mein, and an air of gen- 
tility. Ranger, who only needed an oc- 
caſion, and whoſe bounty and humanity 
was then always excited, eyed him, for his 
face was turned from him, with an emotion 


of tenderneſs, that 1s the genuine offspring 
| of 
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of a good heart, and can never be counter- 
feited. He was fearful to offend, and yet 
longed to know if he could be of ſervice to 
a fellow · creature, who ſeemed oppreſſed, 
and ſinking under a load of bitter diſtreſs. 
Again, unconſcious of being overheard, he 
ſighed, and, croſſing his arms over his 
breaſt, exclaimedGracious heaven! by 
what have 1 merited this ſevere chaſtiſe- 
ment ? But, dare I expoſtulate ? Thy ways 
are juſt, Oh] righteous Being! The lips 
that now tremble for lack of ſuſtenance, 
the throat that is furred up thro* want of 
neceſſary food, ſhall. ſtill to the laſt praiſe 


thy holy name. And, Oh! mercifully re- 


lie ve me, or take me to thyſelf, nor ſuffer 
the dreadful purpoſes that gloomily intrude, 
themſelves on my. mind, to overpower my 
reaſon, —my religion for ah! Tou 
plac d thy canon gainſt ſelſ. murder The 
Ekind, and compaſſionate Ranger, who heard 
all this diſtinctly, and whoſe face was now 
covered with tears, thought there was ſome- 
what in the ſtranger's voice that he had a 
remembrance of; but whilſt this thought 
had arreſted in ſome meaſure his ſteps, the 
afflicted perſon had reached the edge of the 
river, and ſeemed, with longing viewy to 
contemplate in its chryſtal boſom, a retreat 
from all his Ne . upon caſt- 

o Nic 34101720 ing : 


* 


of DAVID RANGER. 145 


ing up his eyes, and beholding this, doub- 
led his pace, and the ſound of his feet; 
for he was now freed from any precaution, 


being noted by the ears of the ſtranger, 
he turned his head towards him; but with- 


out the power of again reverting his ſight 
— whilſt Ranger, at the ſame inſtant, get- 
ting a glimpſe of his face, was fixed to the 
ſpot where he ſtood, wildly gaping, and in 
the eſſay to ſpeak without the power. The 
ſcene was touching,—and the latter firſt re- 
covering, flew to the ſtranger, crying out, 
in a perfect extacy—Heavens—are you 
are you——my dear, my valued Mackenzie 2 
The arms of the other, the only parts that 
could diſplay his ſenſibility, were ſtretched 
out to receive the expected embrace, when, 
weak, faint, and quite overcome, his ſen- 
ſes forfook” him, and he would have fallen, 
had not the worthy friend caught him in 
his arms, and, before he recovered, he had an 
opportunity to contemplate, mournfully, A 
ſer of features, that, tho? they beſpoke all 
the ravages of grief and diſtreſs, yet were 
too deeply imprinted upon his memory to 
be miſtaken.— It was indeed no other than 
the unfortunate captain Mactenzie. 
As it fortunacely happened, Ran er had 
a phial of drops in his pocket, which, after 
ſome time brought him to himſelf; but his, 


Vor- II. — H | ſur- | 
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ſurprize had had ſuch an effect, in con- 
junction with his weakneſs, that his tongue 
could only utter ſome inarticulate ſounds, 
tho his eyes wandered over Ranger with an 
evident wildneſs of delight. That real 
friend, reflecting upon his condition, knew 
that immediate refreſhment was neceſſary, 
and therefore, after a thouſand expreſſions 
of joy and gladneſs, and as many embraces, 
he endeavoured to ſupport him to Night- 
bridpe, as the place where they could ſooneſt 
arrive, and, luckily,” ſoon after they en- 
countered a ſtraggling ſoldier, to whom 
| Ranger gave a handſome preſent for his aſ- 
ſiſtance, and with whoſe help, more dead 
than alive, they brought him to the firſt 
houſe of entertainment they could meet 
with, where Ranger ordered ſome hot wine, 
mingled with water, and prepared with 

ſpice, and ſome biſcuits, which being ad- 


miiniſtered in proper quantities, exhilerated 


His ſpirits, and refreſhed his ſtomach, and 


--- . - with a breakfaſt of chocolate, brought him 


at length to the uſe of all thoſe faculties 
that had ſeemingly been upon the point of 

being loſt for ever. ul ob: uſe he made 
of ſpeech, was to return the Omnipotent 


ahanks for all his metcies; and then, turn- 
ing to his dear Ranger, he, in a moſt af- 
fecting manner, diſplayed his love, his gra- 
. titude, 
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titude, and proved how every tender prin- 
ciple was affected by his goodneſs. To be 
reduced, he cried, to the brink of deſpair! 
—to have entertained the moſt horrid de- 
ſigns—to be loſt to myſelf—to all the 
world In that inſtant—to have, my only 
—my beft, and deareſt friend, ſent, as it 
were from heaven, to my relief! 
The thought overpowers me land joy 
and wonder are now as oppreſlive, as be- 
fore were want and deſpair! Ranger® 
throwing his arms about him, deſired him 
to calm his tranſports; and now, knowing 
reſt was the next thipg neceſſary for his 
friend, and having, when he firſt came in, 
diſpatched a meſſenger for his carriage, he 
got into. it with M*Kemzie, and without any 
ceremony, drove away directly to lord 
Bertram's, and, having there made him 
partake of a ſecond refreſhment, configned 
the unhappy man to his own bed, and left 
him to his repoſe, with a heart ſo pleaſed, 
ſo ſatisfied with the part he had performed, 
as could never be produced by any ſordid 
gratification. He ruminated then upon all 
the inſtances of M*Kenzze"s love and regard 
for him, his worth, and the diſintereſted 
generoſity he had ever obſerved in him; his 
learning, his amiable good qualities, and 
Was loft in wonder 121 he could come to 
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be reduced to ſuch a deplorable ſituation. 
He longed till the poor gentleman ſhould 
be well enough recovered, to give a detail 
of his adventures, and, mean time, diſ- 
patched orders to his taylor, peruke- maker, 

ſhoe· maker, and other neceſſary hands, to 
attend in the evening, to accommodate him 
from their ſeveral ſtores, determining gene- 
rouſly that he would make him eaſy and 


appr. 
® 
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CHAP. IX. 


MKenzic handſomely equipped. : Further 
. friendſhip of Ranger. —M*Kenzie relates 
His ſtory.— The adventures of captaly Den- 


nis M Kenzie. 


N about three hours from this das. 
M*Kenzie rang the bell by his bedſide, 
and Ranger being informed he was awake, 
went into his chamber, and ſitting down by 
his bedſide, aſked kindly how he had reſt- 
ed, and if was — recovered from 
Bis fatigues? Ahl my excellent friend, he 
replied, your goodneſs has reſtored me to 
lite, has preſerved a wretched being, that 
will ſtudy every way that gratitude can dic- 
tate, to make you amends: Who would, 

| a4 $ rather 
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rather than not live within the ſphere of 
your activity, be conſign'd to the grave. 

My dear Mac, Ranger return'd, I have long 
ſigh'd after your ſociety ; have ſent many 
a wiſh after the enjoyment of ſuch a mo- 
ment as this; but never thought it could 
be uſner'd in ſo direfully. But if I can any 
way ſecure your reſidence with me, we will 
never part : I have money ſufficient for both 
our uſes ; and, when I reflect, that I was 
innocently, perhaps, the occaſion of all the 
diſaſters that have befallen you, by inducing 
you to quit Ireland, I think you have but 
too juſt a title to the Uſe of it. Seeing 
M*Kenzie manifeſted a deſire to get up, he 
accommodated him with a night-gown and 
proper linen, and ſoon after the artizans, 
who had been ſent for, came and took pro- 
per inſtructions in regard to what they were 
to make in their ſeveral departments; ſo 
that before the cloſe of the next day, M Men- 
zie was ſupplied with two genteel ſuits of 
clothes, and every thing elſe befitting a 
gentleman. Ranger next determmed to 
bring him acquainted with lord Bertram, 
for which purpoſe he gave him a proper 
character to that nobleman and his lady, 
who receiv'd him with the utmoſt polite- 
neſs and regard, and ſoon conceiv'd a very 
high opinion of him; and Ranger inſiſted 


al 3 upon 
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upon his continuing his ſtay, and partaking 
of every convenience he poſſeſſed, putting 
an handſome ſum of money into his poſſeſ- 
fion. All this he not only did; but, un 
known to M. Renzie, he applied to the ma- 
nager of the Theatre Royal, in recommen- 
dation of him as an actor; nor without ef- 
fect; for his own reputation was ſo well e- 
ſtabliſhed, that the manager, with a perfect 
pride and pleaſure, entertained him for that 
very ſeaſon; nor did he belye his friend's 
encomiums, but brought ſeveral times full 
houſes, and was look*d upon, by the judges 
ef theatrical merit, to be one of the firſt rate 
performers. The gentlemen. of the army 
particularly diſtinguiſhed themſelves in his 
favour, as a brother officer, who had been 
known to behave well in the ſervice, and 
be was ſoon recognized by a numerous ac- 
quaintance, with whom he had formerly 
been converſant. As the firſt teſtimony of 
his gratitude to his benefactor and friend, 
he offered to repay him the money, and o- 
ther conveniencies he had had at his hands 
but not in ſuch a manner as to ſeem aſham'd 
of the obligation: No; it was with a mo- 

. deft; aſſurance that he ſhoyld ever gratefully 

.xemember the kindneſs he had ſhewn him; 
| 2 could not brock to withhold 

from him hat it was now in his power 


to 


ef DAVID RANGER. 157 
to return and was, conſequently, an act of 
juſtice to do. My dear Mac, Ranger 5 
ply'd—I will hear of no returns, all that 
have is at your ſervice. I am charm'd that 
it has been in my power to do you any act 
of kindneſs and friendſhip, and muſt affure 
you, that you have imparted more ſolid ſa- 
tisfaction to my mind, by accepting my 
good offices, than I can expreſs. Had 1 
met a ſtranger in your diſtreſsful ſituation, 
I ſhould have thought common humanity 
had obliged me to relieve him. But the 
friend of my heart, my worthy M*Kenzze, 
ſure merited, and demanded my utmoſt a- 

bilities for his aſſiſtance, and. ſo .I beg we 
may never hear a word more upon this 
Tux two friends continued to lodge to- 
gether, and lord Bertram, who was by this 
time quite taken with his new acquaintance, 
inſiſted upon his making one at his table, 
as often as he thought it convenient. Apd 
the earl and lord with Sir_Tamgs, 
and every one of Ranger's friends, often 
went to hear him perform, and procur,d © 
him, by the end of the ſeaſon, a moſt 
% 8 

One day, when Ranger and M Kenzie 
were walking near the ſpot where he had re- 
covered that friend, and the former had, 

577 00 ES With 
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with great freedom, related all that had 
; occurred to him fince their ſeparation, he 
"ſaid, my dear M*Kenzze, it has often puzzled 
me, to account for your being reduc'd to 
the dreadful ſtate, which this place makes 
me ſhudder with the remembrance of, and 
I ſhould be oblig'd to you highly for a de- 
tail of your adventures, from the period of 
your embarking for the Weſt- Indies, if it 
will not be too mortifying a taſk to you to 
gratify my curioſity. Ah! my dear friend, 
= he reply'd, you aſk nothing of me that 1 
' ſhall refuſe you; tho" the relation of my 
ſtory will call to my mind many particu- 
lars, that will renew a ſorrow, that may 
have been diverted by time and accident, - 
| but has never been overcome: And as I 
| never yet had an opportunity of letting you 
know the fortunes of a man you have ho- 
| © noured with your friendſhip and protection, 
| I will begin from my very birth, and com- 
municate to you all the calamitous incidents 
| ol my life. I have ſeemed to be the ſport 
of 1 5 caprice of the blind goddeſs, in a 
| very remarkable degree. Ranger replied, 
| my dear Mac, I am ſorry I mention'd a 
 _ taſk to you, that muſt he ſo Tera“ to 
you, and beg leave to drop my mk If 
Fortune has plagu'd you ok her ayward 
tricks, there is a way you have taken to 
— 


— 
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conquer her, which is moſt characteriſtical- 
ly expreſſed by his late Grace of Buckingham, 
with all the looſeneſs and freedom of a 
noble muſe. 


Fortune, made up of toys and impudence; 
That common b—b, that has not common ſenſe; 
She, flirting up and down, herſelf beftows © | 
On the next met, nor mindeth what ſhe does, | | 
Or why ſhe frowns or favours, ſcarcely knows: 
Sometimes ſbe ſmiles, then like a fury raves, + 
But truly ſmiles on none, but fools. and knaves.. 
1 22 by mean obſequiouſneſs to woe her, : 
„ if ſhe's kind, I'll juſt be civil to ber; 
— if ſhe offers once to. move her wings, . 
Tul throw ber back, all ber vain Leu foi 
4 things, [3% ate ave 
And, arm d with virtue, will more firmly Ba , 
_ 33 e Fr On 
d marry honeſty, ibo ne er ſo poor, 
Rather-than follow ſuch a dd bind wid 
; 11 
MKenzie, notwithſtanding what lui d 
ſaid, perſiſted in relating his miſhaps, tell- 
ing him the pain he ſhould endure in the 
telation, would be but a counterbalance to 
that he had given his Ranger, when he met 
kim in ſo diſtreſsful a plight in Hyde- Park. 
They determin'd then, to return privately * 
oy their apartments, * they might avoid 


5 ay 
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any interruption, in the ſucceeding narra- 


tion, which Ranger could not help being 
very eager to hear; but, at their entrance, 
accidentally met with lord Bertram, which 
feeming ſomewhat to diſconcert Ranger in 
his intended ſcheme of privacy. M*Kenzte, 
genteelly accoſted his lordſhip, by ſaying, 
My Lord, your goodneſs to me, and that 
of your excellent Lady, fince I have had 
the honour of an entertainment under your 
roof, has made fo deep an impreſſion upon 
my mind, as no time nor acci can ever 
efface. My worthy friend, and other pa- 
tron; has defired a recapitulation of my ad- 
ventures, which I was juſt going to give 
him, and now, meeting your lordſhip, I 
think it my duty to offer you the ſame ſa- 
tisfaction; and therefore, if a melancholy 
ſtory can, for an hour, arreſt your attention, 
and that of your lady, from more impor- 
tant affairs, I ſhould rejoice in the opportu- 
nity of making you the depoſitaries of the 
ſecrets of a life, to the future ſervices and 
devoirs of which, you have ſo undoubted a 
title. Bertram, who as well as his lady, had 
greatly whetted his curioſity with the in- 
clination, of ſome time or other hearing the 
particulars of a life, that ſeem'd to have 
been ſtrangely cheequer'd with proſperity 

and adverſity, with great good nature ac- 
| | cepted 
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cepted of his offer, and Ranger teſtify'd, by 


a look and a friendly ſqueeze, how much 
his unexpected gentility had affected him: 
but, as it would not be long, before dinner 
would be ſerv'd up (for Bertram din'd 
rather ſooner than the generality of his rank, 
and was as unfaſhionable in riſing early and 
going to bed foon) that nobleman propoſ- 
ed to defer it till afterwards, and they di- 
verted themſelves with back gammon till 
that repaſt was ready. When he had in- 
form*d his Clariſſe of the promiſed enter- 
tainment, they were to have after dinner, 
ſhe was charm'd with the pleaſing expecta- 
tion. After they had withdrawn from ta- 
ble, into a proper apartment, and orders 
had been given to deny the whole ſelect 
little company, to any impertinent intrud- 


ers, whilſt they were all wrapp'd in atten 


tion, the captain thus began his narration. 
Tu E ſingularity of my fate, has oſten 
filled me witft the utmoſt ſurprize, when I 
have reflected over the events of my life. 
F ſcarce remember, thro* the whole com» 
paſs of it, an incident that could be ſaid 
convey true happineſs to my mind, ung 
layed with diſquiets and regrets that hav 
taken from me all ſenſe of pleaſure. And 
yet, tho” my imprudences have been - 
and great, I cannot, I bleſs my Red 


* 


charge 


* 
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charge myſelf with harbouring any bad or 
deſtructive principles, or of living a noto- 


tiouſly bad life. Human nature is frail, 
and few of us but are guilty of ſome foibles 


and weakneſſes? which ſeem neceſſarily to 


flow from our make and ſituation. 


I pn my firſt breath, my excellent 
friends, in the county of Kildare, in the 
kingdom of Ireland, where my father poſ- 


ö ſelec an eſtate of 1 100 J. per annum; but 


ſoon after I ſaw the light, I think within 
ſix months, he removed with his whole fa- 


mily into England, and ſeated himſelf in 
the county of Surry, having had an addi- 


tion of $800l. per anyum to his fortune in 
that county, on condition of reſiding upon 
the ſpot, which was bequeathed to him by 
a brother of his lady, who had deceaſed un- 


married, ſoon after his arrival from the 
. Eaſt- Indies and the purchaſe of it. If any 
man had reaſon. to think himſelf happy, 
my poor infatuated father had. My mo- 


ther was not only reckoned a perfect beau- 
ty, but her temper and diſpoſition was tru- 
ly amiable, She was almoſt conſtantly bu- 
fed in endeayours to ſoothe his moments, 


with the ſoft blandiſhments of love and 
\ - Friendſhip, in-attending and inſtructing her 


children, of whom I was the third, all of 


| the ſame gender, and in the care of her fa- 


miky; 
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mily ; but tho' my father lov'd her to diſ- 
traction, ſhe never had it in her power, but 
by fits and ſtarts, to wean him from a fatal 
paſſion, that of gaming; which had taken 
Pole ſſeſſion almoſt of all his ſoul, and 
which frequently reduc'd him to great di- 
lemmas. He carried this curſed itch of 
play to ſuch an height, that, when I was 
about ten years of age, it had broke the 
heart of the beſt woman breathing, and left 
to the care of ſtrangers. three motherleſs 
children, who could have little dependarice 
upon the attention of a father of ſuch a diſ- 
poſition, who had already. ſold his 1r;þ . 
eſtate, and dip'd that on which he liv'd fo 

much, that his remaining income was ſcarce 
more than gool.,a year, when my mother 
died. Young as I was, I remember the a- 
gonies, the deſpair, her death occaſion'd 
him.,—He knelt by her bedſide, which we 
ſurrounded, uttering doleful crieskiſs'd 
her cold hand—calFd himſelf her murderer, 
and could ſcarce be prevented from falling 
upon his ſword, and, for a long time, was 
actuated with a kind of frenzy, that made 
it terrible for us to approach him: So that 
we fell into the hands of the ſervants, of 
whoſe uſage we could not give many en- 
comiums, and we ſadly found what it was 
to want a mother, who had ever uſed us 


- 


with 
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with the greateſt fondneſs and tenderneſs. 
In about a year after this ſad accident, my 
father, whoſe diſpoſition was naturally kind 
and good, came in ſome meaſure to him- 
felf, tho? his grief had reduced him fo low, 
as to render his continuance in life very un- 
certain. He now took us under his o.] 
care, from the ills we had impatiently en- 
dured, and endeavoured to make us amends 
'for the lofs of our mother, which had en- 
tirely taken him from the gaming-table, and 
every thing elſe which ſhe had condemn'd: 
My eldeſt brother was 15, the ſecond 13, 
and I was now irt, and we were allowed to 
be towardly hopeful lads, having had, hi- 
therto, nothing ſpared that could contri- 
bute to fit us for genteel life; but, in ſome 
time after, my eldeſt brother deceaſed, 
which contributed to haſten the deceaſe of 
our poor father. He had no relations of 
any account, either in England. or Ireland 
remaining, and as, for a long time, he had 
now liv*d retir'd, had few friendſhips or 
connextions, and thoſe he had contracted be- 
fore my mother's death, were ſuch as rea- 
ſon had fince made him quite aſnamed of. 
In the diſtreſs he was, as to the troubles. 
and difficulties he ſhould leave his family 
involved in, he caſt his eyes upon a clergy- 

man, who reſided but a few miles _— 
422 7 > an 


of DAVID RANGER: 189 
and who was incumbent of our. pariſh, 
whoſe name was Duckett, for advice, and 
determined to make him his executor. His 
whole eſtate was now reduced to 2 30 pounds 
per annum, which had obliged him to lay, 
down his equipage, and to retrench in the 
number of his ſervants, and the expences of 
houſe-keeping ; and he contemplated with 
horror, the leaving his ſons involv'd in dif- 
ficulties, with an ill-tempered mortgagee, 
who was endeavouring, he perceived, to 
graſp at the reſidue of the eſtate, over which 
he caft a ravenous look, like an eagle who 
was hovering over his prey. He had no 
hopes, in his life, to redeem himſelf from 
his hands, and as little imagined it would 
be in our power to do it; and therefore, 
purſuant to the advice of Mr. Duckett, he 
cloſed with a propoſal made to him, and 
upon the receipt of 6500 pounds made over 
the premiſes to the mortgagee: He did not 
long ſurvive this act, which was no doubt 
a very prudent one; for ten days after he 
took to- his bed, and never more left it. 
The morning he died, he turned himſelf 
to us, as we ſtood weeping by his bed-fide, 
and ſaid, with a faint and feeble voice, My 
dear children you are going to loſe your 
father, —but indeed you have before ſuſ. 
tained a more grievous loſs in your mother's 


death 
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_ death—that could never be made up to us! 
J wiſh you had had a better, or rather a 
more prudent father. However, I charge 
you, as you value your mother's, as you 
value my memory, to love one another, 
and to follow the wiſe directions and ex- 
ample of that good man: (Meaning Mr. 
Duckett, who ſtood” on the other ſide the 
bed) I have left you ſufficient to ſecure 
your future happineſs, if you are virtuous, 
and, if you ſhould tread in the paths of fol- 
ly, too much. Oh! my children, *tis the 
thoughts of leaving you, that have detain'd 
me ſo long from my dear wife, from the 
haven of reſt Come, let me embrace 
you both don't grieve yourſelves, I charge 
ou: Remember your parents with reve- 
rence, but let not your ſorrow for their 
| lofs'dwell too much upon your minds, ſo: 
as to hurt your healths.—Adieu, my dears! 
—ſtraining us between his feeble arms 
—once more adieul At theſe words his. 
voice fail'd, and, whilſt yet his arms ſur- 
rounded us, he breath'd his laſt For- 
give theſe tears, my lord the impreſ- 
ſion the deaths of my parents made upon 
me at the times of their departure, even. 
- ſtill calls up tears to my eyes, and can ne- 
ver be forgotten. Judge our ſituation "Ih 
we were ſenſible, in loſing our father, ” 


— 
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had loſt the only friend, we yet knew of, 
and we lamented aloud his loſs. Mr, Duc- 
telt mildly endeavoured to perſuade us to 
calmneſs, and, in this firſt inſtance of his 
authority over us, ſecured our good opi- 
nion. For, two or three buſy perſons, who 
were in the room, not at all affected, but 
tir'd with our moving complaints, having 
hinted it was proper for us immediately to 
quit the room, and endeavoured to force us 
out; that gentleman ſaid, pray uſe no ſuch 
behaviour to theſe young gentlemen, and, 
kiſſing us, continued, be perſuaded, my 
loves, to go to my houfe : Mrs. Duc leit 

has prepared for your reception, and will 
endeavour to ſupply your mamma's place, 
and you ſhall always find in me a father, 
and protector. I wait here for the lawyer, 
and ſhall not quit the houſe till my late 
worthy friend is interr'd, or I would go 
with you ; but it is neceſſary to take an in- 
ventory of the effects, before I depart, far 
your intereſts. The mildneſs, the good- 
neſs of this addreſs, fill'd us with love and 
affection, and we directly obey'd his di- 
rections, and, taking his lan kiſs'd it 
fervently, in- the moſt artleſs and unſtudied 
manner. We were received at the parſon- 
age-houſe, by Mrs. Duckett, in'a way that 
Till more contributed to caſe our hearts, 
| She 
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ſhe wept, the minute ſhe ſaw us, and cry'd 
—Ah! my dear beautiful boys—what a ſad 
loſs you have had !—we ſhall never be able 
to make it up to you, I fear—but I'll en- 
deavour to make you forget ſome part of 
it. She then, moſt tenderly attended, and 
made us eat, and in ſo pretty, ſo engaging 
a way reaſon'd with us, that, in mere re- 
gard to her, we laid aſide our fears and our 
ſighs, We lay that night in the beſt room 
of the houſe, and the' good clergyman and 
his wife, contrived, by every way, to wipe 
away the ſenſe of our great loſs by their 
5 flow of mild and ready kindneſs. 
My father left this worthy divine ſole exe- 
cutor, and his whole fortune, which was 
goood. equally between us, with remain- 
der to the longeſt liver. By the ſale of the 
houſehold-furniture, and other matters be- 
longing to the ſeat, funeral-expences, debts 
and charges were all defrayed, ſo that the 
above ſum was clearly in Mr, Duckett's 
hands for. our uſe, after he had paid him- 
ſelf a legacy of 5000. which my father left 
him, on account of his friendſhip for him. 
There was a ſtrain of ſuch diſintereſted ge- 
neroſity in Mr. Ducket?*s manner of tranſact- 
ing theſe affairs, as is very uncommonly ſeen. 
All the wearables of our father and mother, 


their rings and jewels, which were jn no 
Ln a” 
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great quintity however, and ſuch other 


matters as he thought would be valued in 
future time by me and my brother, he pur- 
chaſed out of his own pocket, and ſet them 
apart for our uſe. When things were quite 
ſettled, and he had time to diſcover our 
different diſpoſitions, he himſelf undertook 
the car of our education; and, as he was 


truly a learned and able inſtructor, we had 


great reaſon to bleſs the hour that threw us 
into his hands; for his care of us was ſe- 
cond to nothing, but that of an own pa- 
rent who poſlſeſs'd the ſame abilities; and, 


under his tuition we made a progreſs, that 


1 ſhould not mention, but to do honour to 
our excellent and diſintereſted benefactor. 
He had diſcovered, that my brother, by his 
mild and even temper, would be an orna- 
ment to the prieſthood; and that, by my 
more hot fiery diſpoſition, I ſhould be 
a proper ſubject for the army. -Tho* our 
ſtudies were ſo different, he wanted no aſ- 
ſiſtance in the charge of our inſtruction: 
He taught me mathematics, and the ele- 
ments of fortification and gunnery, at the 
ſame time that he read metaphyſics, and 
humanity lectures to his other pupil, at- 
tended with leſſons in the languages to 
bath of us. He knew no pleaſure but in 


cCipal 


—— 
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our proficiency, ang that became his prin- 
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. cipal pride; and as we were grateful and 
affectionate in our returns, for our natures 
-were generous and compliable, the worthy 
pair ſeemed to regard us as their own chil- 
dren. Thus we continued, innocently hap- 
py, till my brother was thought of age ſuf- 
ficient to go to the univerſity, _ in 
leſs than two years, the dear yodh, then 
the wonder of that whole ſeminary, for his 
learning and good ſenſe, breathed his laſt, 
from the effects of a moſt dreadful, malig- 
nant fever. I was afflicted ſo much at this 
diſpenſation, felt it ſo ſeverely, that I fell 
fick upon it; and my guardian and his la- 
dy, who were little leſs grieved, were for 
a conſiderable time in pain for my life. 
However, I overcame this third terrible 
blow, which the conſideration of the in- 
_ creaſe of my fortune by no means alleviated. 
:I was now in my 19th year, and Mr. Duc- 
-kett thought fit I ſhould” alſo ſpend ſome 
time at Oxford, where, I flatter myſelf, I 
made fome improvement of my time, and 
at the expiration of three years returned 
home, as my good guardian was pleafed to 
ſay, juſt as he would wiſh me to be. And 
now he conſulted with me as to my future 
way of life, and had the pleaſure to find he 


had not miſtaken the bent of my diſpoſi- 
tion, and that J preferred a military capa- 


city 


— 
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city to any other. Convinced of this, he 


purchaſed for me an enſign's commiſſion in 


an old corps, telling me, I ought to riſe 


by proper gradations, by which I ſhould 
learn every part of my duty; and that, if 
I aim'd, at firſt ſetting out, to poſſeſs: a 
higher poſt, without knowing the duty of 


it, I ſhBuld be deſpiſed, and enviouſly ill 


treated. by all my brother officers. He, a- 
bout the ſame time, as I was of age, offer- 
ed to ſurrender up my fortune to my own 


management; but, with tears in my eyes, 
I told him he had been too kind to me to 


think of taking it out of his hands, and 


that I was ſure I could not be a better ſtew- 
ard for myſelf, than he would prove, and 
deſired he would ſtil] continue in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of it, with an unlimited licence to 
make what uſe of it he thought proper, for 
my advantage. It was about this time that 
the fatal South-Sea madneſs rag'd at its 
greateſt height, and Mr. Duckett, I really 
believe, conſulting nothing -but my inte- 
reſt, was induced to venture near 6000/. of 
mine, and 1000 pounds of his own, in that 


bubble, not, however, without my conſent 


and privity : But the golden dream we had 
flatter d ourſelves in, ſoon vaniſh'd, and we 
were made, amongſt ſo many others, the 
dupes of that infernal contrivance, and of 
4 | 4 our 
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our on covetouſneſs. Mr. Ductett was 


philoſopher enough to bear his own misfor- 
tune like a man; but he could not think of 
that his advice had. occaſioned me, without 
the moſt painful regret, which brought on 
a fit of illneſs, that, having its ſeat in the 
mind, could not be cur'd by: medicine. I 
was at quarters in Hampſhire, when this 
happened, had compos'd myſelf to bear 
my loſs with great patience, and had even 
wrote ſeveral letters to conſole him, with a 
deſire to him, not to be uneaſy, as it was 


as much of my ſeeking as of his own. One 


morning, I receiv*d the following alarming 
letter. . Na 

My dear Dennis, h | 

IAS TE to „if you deſire once 


more to ſee your poor friend, before 


he departs this life. Alas! he has broke 
his heart. b 
Wu affifiionate and tender friend, 
| SUSANNA. DUCKETT. 
Neve was furprize like mine; I lov'd 

- , him: dearly, and tenderly, and ſet out, poſt, 
directly for the melancholy ſpor, where I 
had erſt enjoyed ſo. much happineſs, and 
found him juſt ready to expire; tho? he ſtill 


” 


_ 
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ad the uſe of his voice, and the excellent 
woman diſſolved in unutterable ſorrow. Oh! 
my dear Sir, I cry'd, flinging myſelf on my 
knees beſide him, and taking his clamm 
hand in mine, am I ever doòm'd to miſ- 
fortunes, and to loſe my deareſt and beſt 
friends | Strive, my dear Sir, to live, and 
let me have it in my power to ſhew my 
gratitude for all your wondrous goodneſs. — 
The tears ſtopt my voice, and with a tone 
and an accent that I ſhall ever remember, 
he thus anſwered me; Oh! my child— I 
die a martyr to my eagerneſs after improv- 
ing our fortunes—to the lois of yours! how 
have I anſwered the expectation of your 
good and kind father, in taking care of 
your intereſt ! Alas! I have ruin'd you! 
No, Sir, I reſum'd, have enough left 
to make us happy, and pray be ſo firm as 
to overcome an unforeſeen misfortune, which 
human prudence could not prevent! I de- 
fire nothing but your life, without which 
my own will be a burden. I never once 
indulg'd a murmur or complaint upon the 
occafion—and why ſhould you? You, who 
have ſuch abundant reſources from reaſon, 
from religion, to look all the vani- 
ties of life with a diſguſtfu] eye. Live, 
Sir, for that excellent woman, for me, and 
baniſh all uneaſy thoughts from your breaſt. 
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If we loſe you, we ſhall be poor indeed! 

. Generous youth, he return'd, I feel it is 
- now too late to profit by your goodneſs—1 
know my frailty, and ſee my error but 

the ſprings of life have nearly loſt their 
motion, and I ſhall ſoon be conſign'd to 
my parent duſt :—But preſerve, if you can 
without reſentment, the memory of a man, 
who knew no higher felicity than in being 
ſerviceable to you—and, but I know I need 
not aſk it—be a comforter and a friend to 
my poor wife, to whom I know my loſs 
will be heavy. And, oh! my ſon! conti- 
nue to tread in the paths of virtue and ho- 
nour, which will enſure; your earthly hap- 
pineſs, and a crown of glory hereafter, . 
ſhall never fade away! I die eaſy in your 
forgiveneſs !—O death, where is thy fling | O 
grave, where if thy viftory ! The fling of death 
is fin; but the gift of God is eternal life, thro . 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord lere, being over- 
come, he fainted, and, in leſs than an hour 
afterwards, gave the ghoſt in our arms. 
Mrs. Duc leit was 15 tenderly affected, that 
I was oblig'd to conſtrain my own grief to 
moderate hers ; but it was a long time = 
fore all the chriſtian arguments I could uſe, 
were ſufficient to reconcile her to this dread- 
ful ftroke. We buried him, in his own 
* with all the * 24 affection- 
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ate love could pay to his memory; and 
finding he had left his widow but a ſcanty 
| proviſion, I made over the remains of my 

fortune, now reduced to 2000. to her uſe 

for her life, determin'd to live upon the 
ſallary of my commiſſion « But the did not 
enjoy this act of kindneſs long; for in leſs 
than half a year ſhe followed her excellent 
huſband, and I buried her in the ſame 
grave for ibey were lovely and pleaſant in 
their lives—and in death they were not di- 
EE. | 
I was now a perfect wanderer in the 
earth: Il had neither relation nor friend left, 
nor any connexions that bound my mind; 
but the duty I owed to myſelf, to my king 
and country, and, young as | was, was 
weaned from che world, by the repeated 
inſtances I had had before my eyes of the 
nothingneſs of all worldly enjoyments, and 
in this ſtate of mind I return'd to my duty 
as an enſign, with about two thouſand 
pounds in my poſſeſſion. Our regiment, 
in which my behaviour and good offices 
had made me lov'd and reſpected, was ſoon 
after mov'd to Lincolnſhire, and I took up 


my quarters at a village call'd Neil, near 


Spilſby, in a private family, the head of 
which was a conſiderable farmer and grazier, 
who had a moſt amiable wife, and two 

Vor. II. 1 lovely 
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lovely daughters, the. eldeſt of which was 
nearly. of my. own age and diſpoſition, 


This lovely maid ſooth'd my mournful 


heart. with the beauty of her ſentiments, 


and the melody of her voice, and I, Who 


had hitherto been-a ſtranger, nay a rebel to 
the fair, was ſoon a ſlave to her uncommon. 


perfections. The father of my fair one, 


who was very rich, was, ſtrange contraſt! 
quite the reverſe of his amiable family, and 
had more of the. brute about him, than the 
cattle he dealt in. The accompliſhments 
of his daughters had been ſolely owing to 
the prudence and good ſenſe of the mother, 
who was of a good family, and had receiv- 
ed an education that would have fitted her 
for the genteeleſt ſituation in life, but had 
been ſacrificed by the avarice of her parents. 
However, I was a favourite, at this time, 
even with her huſband, as my behaviour 


as YL 


was open, free, and generous, and as T 


continued to diſplay, under my military 


garb, all: the. gentle qualities that could. 


make a man agreeable to the ſons of peace. 


In ſhort, I was ſo full of the charms of my. 
lovely Marianne, that I even attempted her. 
_ praile in poetical ſtrain, and every hill and 
grove around witneſſed, and echo repeated 


my amorous tale, Nor was my fair inſen- 
ble of my paſſion; but Was inſpir'd with 
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à mutual flame, and her mother and ſiſter 


were both of them my confirm'd friends. 
But as to the father, tho* immenſely. rich, 

he Iook' d upon daughters as the plunderers 
of his eftate; and enemies, that were ſure” 
to rob him of part of that fortune, which 
he thought better veſted in his own dear 
ſelf, and was reſolved, the man that mar- 
ried either, ſhould be forced to de it clan- 
deſtinely, that he might thereby have an 
excuſe for a quarrel, and the non-payment 
of a fortune, and yet ſave his own reputa- 


tion. This was a ſcheme, that one would 
ſcarcely believe it poſſible a father ſhould 


be capable of; but he actually was; and 


therefore when, after having obtain'd his 
wife's and daughter's conſent, -I- propos'd 
the matter to him, and offered to ſettle the 


fortune he gave her upon herſelf; he made 
me this reply (tho', I knew he only lik*'d 
me better than any man in England.) Look- 
ye, captain, you muſt not take it amiſs, 
but I had always an averſion to you military 
men; that is, to contracting any alliance 


with them; which, I ſuppoſe, muſt ori- 


ginally ariſe from my hatred to ſtanding 


armies, in time of peace; one bleſſed fruit 


of the boaſted revolution. Zaunds! what 
an odd figure a great fellow is at country 
* ſtrutting about, and nothing to 
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ſentintents. The odd drollery of his har- 
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do—indeed he may be ſaid to be of equal 
importance with my dog Wals, and a guard 
againſt thieves ; but, in place of that, they 


are generally endeavouring to debauch our 


wives and daughters, and otherwiſe to in- 
jure thoſe to whom they are ſervants. Be- 
ſides, what's your three and ſix · pence a-day, 
Zaunds, it won't keep a woman in tea, and 
a man in claret.ä— No, no, you ſhall have 
none of my conſent, I promiſe you, unleſs 
you'll lay by that ſword, and that fool's 


coat, and take ſome good farm, and begin 


to work for your livelibood—why, then PII 
ſtack it for you, and toſs you in ſome other 
conveniencies. You ſee I talk like a friend, 
plainly ; and, I hope, you wor't take it a- 
miſs ; but, poſitively, you ſhan't have my 
conſent upon any other conditions: How- 
ever, don't make a quarrel of jt—I can 
truſt your honour, and my daughter's vir- 


tue, and I wiſh I could, conſiſtently with 


reaſon, give my licence to your being unit- 
ed. Zaunds, man, my daughter has never 
been uſed to live upon airy diet, and would 
ill exchange the ſolid comforts of my table 
for the empty title of the Captain's Lady, 
and ſuch thin fare as three ſhillings and ſix- 
pence a-day would afford her! Here he 
ceas'd, whilſt I was actuated by different 


rangue 
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rangue made me ſmile, tho” I could ſcarce 
refrain from ſhewing ſome reſentment at 
his manner of treating of me; but when I 

nder*d a moment could gather, that 
bis intent was either to exaſperate me, and 
make me leave his houſe, and quarrel with 
him, or, ſeeing the impoſſibility of gaining 
his conſent, to induce me to marry without 
it; ineither of which caſes his ſordid purpoſes 4 
would be anſwered. I made him, then, little 
reply, for my-indignation at his baſe and 
mean principles, would have prevented my 
doing it with proper decorum, and I was not 
willing to leave him any excuſe for what 
might follow. Marianne was waiting in her 
mother's chamber, with that amiable wo- 
man, for my return, full of fear, and full 
of expectation. The dear maid ſaw, thro” 
the diſguiſe of gaity I put on, that I was 
chagrin'd, and, kindly looking at me, 
drop'd a tear. Alarm'd, I cry'd, What 
means my angel ?—we ſhall ſoon be hap- 
py -I want no addition to my little for- 
tune ; but leave that to Providence, which 
generally rewards a mutual fidelity and af- 
fection with encreaſing happineſs : Then, 
| kiſſing her mother's hand, I continu'd, my 
dear mother, ſo I hope I ſhall ſoon call 
you perceive your ſpouſe is mean enough, 
pardon the expreſſion, to deſire I would 

. N take 
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take that lovely maid, againſt his conſent, 


which he has abſolutely refuſed to me as a 


]Joldier, without conſidering that the profeſſion 
of a man is the laſt thing to be conſulted, in 
ſuch an affair, if his uprightneſs, honour, ſin- 
cerity and the other virtues of his mind, 
make him an eligible ſon-in-law. Now, I 
more than regret, I mourn the privation of 
the greateſt part of my fortune, which, you 
have heard me ſay, I was unfortunately de- 
prived of, and which will make it conve- 
nient, as it is my ambition, to purſue my 
intereſt in the army; but I have, what 
would be call'd here, no deſpicable fortune 
ſtill, were I in a way of improving it. Let 
me then, privately marry this lady, without 
the enjoy ment of whoſe perſonal and mental 
charms, without whoſe happineſs I cannot 
endure life, and leave the flue to Provi · 
dence. I have a ſcheme to try him how- 
ever, to try if the is ſincere: He ſays, if J“ 
Hing off this fool's coat, as he calls it, and 
you may gueſs the rude language 1 have 
ſuffered, and take a farm, he'll ſtock at, 
and do handſomely for us. Now, I'II look 
out for one, appear in colour'd clothes, and 
get my colonel to aid the innocent deceit, 
i you will alſo do it, by ſay ing, I have ſold 
out of the regiment ; but I will. not really 
do it, as I am ſure, from what 1 * 8 
© : e 
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he will find ſome method, even then, to 
evade his. promiſe in our "favour. * The 
gentle lady was inexpreſſibly concerned at 
what ſhe heard, and my Marianme wept; 
but at length both conſented to my propoe- 
ſal, and therefore I rode over to my good 
colonel, who lov'd me, and inform'd him 
of the ſtory, and the reſt of my brethren in 
thoſe parts, who were publickly to give it 
. out that I had ſold out of the corps, and 
had an intention to turn farmer. When! 
came home, I found my worthy mother 
had been at high words with her huſband 
about his vile temper, and refuſal to con- 
ſent to his daughter's happineſs, and was 
retir'd, ilh-us'd and affronted, to her cham- 
Der. However, I took no notice; but 
ut fupper told him, he had made a convert 
'of me; that 1 had fold my commiſſion, de- 


Ried his aſſiſtance and inſtruction, and that 


he would lock ont for ſuch a farm, às he 
thought I could manage with my fortune, 
to which he was no ſtranger. He turn'd 
le at what I ſaid, and could not concxal 
keis diſappointment; but however, putting 

the beſt face upon the matter, commended 
my reſolution, and told me, he would do 
all in his power to ſerve me; adding, he 
had now no objection to me as a ſon-in-law. 

We were all witneſs 1 he ſaid : But, 
| | 4 in 
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in the morning, his tone was chang? N 

at breakfaſt he thus addreſſed me 
captain, 1 have been confidering, that 10 
waſh the blackmoor white is no eaſy talk; 
that it is diffcult to overcome the preju- 
-dices of education, and ftil] more what is 
-agreeable to a man's temper and diſpoſition. 
You'll not take it amiſs ; but, upon re- 
volving all this, 1 cannot think you will 
ever do much at a laborious country occu- 
-pation: How the devil can a man that has 
 lived-all his Hfe, and been pampered up in 
Teatlet; gltan''a field, or thraſh a floor? 
How can'thoſe hands that have handled the 
Tword and partizan, exerciſe the dung · for 
and ſpade; or that can ſo genteelly hand a 
diſh of tea to a lady, carry waſh to the 
hogs,” or defcend to other more dirty of- 
fices? And, let me tell you, the maſter's 
eye and hand muſt be employed, with us, 
and he muſt not truſt to deputies. I ſay, 
upon theſe conſiderations, captain, I fill, 
pofitively, think my daughter's marriage 
with you impoſſible, and can never give my 
conſent to it. Don't think it amiſs, I tell 
you my mind, that you may not blame me 
hereafter, when you may both be tugging 
at the matrimonial chain with poverty and 
diſtreſs; for if ſhe ever marries without my 
conſent, III. never give her one farthing, 
= nor 
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nor ſee her more. Lou may depend upon 


it, we were thunderſtruck with this decla- 
ration, tho“ it was little more than I had 
expected of a man who had never liv'd for 
any body but himſelf, and look'd upon his 
wife and children as his goods and chattles, 
upon the ſame level with his horſes and 
oxen. Poor Marianne was inconſolable, and 
her dear mother ſo much diſturb'd, that ſhe 
was taken ill upon it; but her perſuaſions, 
the tears of his daughters, the force of my 
own rhetoric, all had no manner of effect - 
upon a heart that was ſteel'd againſt every 
ſoft and humane principle, and who laugh'd 
at the very name of the tender paſſions. 
Own to me, ſays the droll ſavage one day, 
own to me, captain, with your uſual can 
dour, that I am very unhappy. Nature 
has form'd me, like one of the firſt ſons of 
the earth, rugged, hardy and laborious, full 
of native honour and ſincerity, and not apt 

to be melted to any of the idle refinements 
of the age I live in: And fortune has given 
me the diſcomfort of a wife and daughters, 
that put on as many airs as women of qua- 
lity can for their lives, Why, now, I ſee 
the iſſue of my denying my conſent to 
make you miſerable Madam has been 
dunning in my ears honour, virtue, gene, 


| ftr, nu love, and abundance of ſuch 
n 17" Sy fine 


178 The Juvenile ADVENTORES 


fine phraſes, which, I'm ſure, can have very 
little uſe or meaning in life, or elſe I ſhould 
have underſtood them. Zaunds! man, 1 
know nothing but the ſecret of im 
my ſtock, and that I know as well as any 
man in chis county, let the other be where 
he will; and when Pm dead, why then, let 
my children, and thoſe that belong to me, 
| ſweep Broom-Field. Zaunds ! I began the 
world with a trifle, and have hurry'd and 
ſcurry'd to make myſelf a ſponſible man, 
and let my folks do the ſame :. People that 
come by meney without knowing the pains 
of acquiring it, ſeldom or ever know how 
Either to uſe it, or Keep it. Thus he run 
on, and I ſhall not trouble you with my 
anſwers to this, and other like diſcourſes,. 
ſince you may eaſily know the purport of 
them- Truth is, he had no bowels, and if 
he deſir'd his childrens welfare, it was more 
from vanity than from affection; for I was 
ſenſible he was proud of my attachment to 
his daughter, and often crack'd of it when 
in company with his neighbours, and in his 
cups; but as to parting with money, I per- 
ceived, he was never to be work' d upon to 
do it. The amiable Marianne, whole ſoul 
was of the moſt noble and delicate caſt, was 
a long time before ſhe could be perſuaded 


3 a beggar, as ſhe call'd 
herſelf, 


herſelf, to my arms; but, at length, yield- 
ed to my reaſons, and my preſſing entrea- 
ties, and her mother and ſiſter, accompany- 


ing us to Boſton, we were united in wedlock, 
and I receiv'd a treaſure, that was more va- 
luable to me than all the riches of the eaſt. 
We ſtaid, all by the old man's conſent, and 
privity too, three days at Boſton, at a rela- 
tion's, who was alſo quite proud of my al- 
liance, and then return'd home. We had 
determined to keep nothing ſecret, as we 
had nothing to fear, or expect, and as I in- 
tended to let my new father know that I 
declin'd all thoughts of a preſent portion; 
but it is impoſſible to expreſs the rage the 
old fox put on upon the occaſion. Zaunds! 
he cried, you ſhall now both turn out of my 
houſe, lll never ſee, or ſpeak to you a- 
gain—juſt at a time too, when Thad almoſt 
brought myſelf to approve of the match. — 
G—d d—n it—quſt then to fly in the face 
of all duty and fatherly authority.—l'Il ne- 
ver forgive it |—He would have ftruck his 
wife, and really did ſtrike his other daugh- 
ter—and left us with an abſolute command 
that day to quit his territories. Neither 
myſelf, nor my Marianue were much affect- 
ed with this; for we could plainly perceive, 
that all the rage he diſplayed, was only put 
on to ſave appearances; that he might ſalve 
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his own reputation, and, under the ſhew of 


puniſhing our diſobedience, ſaye his mo- 
y: Accordingly then we retreated to Spri//- 
to the houfe of another relation of my 


| Tae aa who loved me, after taking 


- Sf 


a, moſt tender adieu of my mother and ſiſter ; 
the former of whom loaded our coach with 
prefents of every thing ſhe thought her 
daughter would ftand in need of, and would 
likewiſe force her to accept of thirty guineas, 
Which ſhe had by her, unknown to the 
hound, her huſband. He had journey d a- 
way tg Spalding, ſwearing he would not en- 
ter the doors till we had diſappeared; but 
had given orders to let the wench, as he 
calFd\ Mrs, M*Renzie,. have every rag that 
belong'd to her when ſhe went away; nor 
did he lay any commands upon her, or her 
daughter, not to have any communication 
with us. [TIO 2 
Tuuvs a young couple launched into the 
world, quite unexperienc'd in the ways of 
_ life, with a reaſonable fum of money, and 
a large ſtock of honour, generoſity and 
goodneſs of heart, and other ſuch qualities, 
which are not very marketable in the pre- 
ſent diſpoſition of worldly affairs. Every 
hour I poſſeſſed the charmer of my heart, 
freſh graces, new embelliſhments, added 
truth and prudence, attracted my love and 
N 4 | ' : XY vene 
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veneration, and I may venture to ſay, chat 
few of her ſex ever poſſeſſed more and 
greater perfections. Warm' d with' the fe - 
licity I enjoy'd, I ſpar'd no expence to dif- 
play my ſatisfaction, and, for the ſiæ months 
that I afterwards ſtaid in Lincolnſbire, we 
were the gayeſt couple in the county, be- 
lov'd by every one, and applauded in all 
our actions. One beautiful boy Had/crown'd 
our loves, and 1 thought myſelf at tlie fam- 
mit of human felicity, never oncè being ab- 
ſent from my lovely family, but when my 
duty required me. Our father, ſuch an 
oddity he was, heard and ſpoke with plea- 
ſure of us; but would never come near us, 
tho? at the ſame time, if any one ſaid an 
ill- natur'd thing of us, but himſelf, he was 
- ſure to diſcard them his favour for ever. 
| Our dear mother, and my fifter were per- 
petually with us, without any reſentment 
on that account from him. At the end of 
theſe fix months, our colonel, who was my 
faſt friend, was removed to another regi- 
ment, in which his intereſt procur'd me a 
lieutenancy, and we ſet out for London to-- 
gether, after taking leave, in the tendereſt 
manner, of all our friends, and my worthy - 
brethren of the corps, to whom my houſe 
had always been open. It was on this oc- 
caſion that I eſſay d to get an opportunity 
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do take leave of this ſtrange piece of pater- 
nal ſtuff; but in vain. He would not de- 
part from his affected anger, tho* he ſent 
us word that he wiſh'd us well, and that, 
if we continued to behave as we ought to 
do, he would conſider us as his children at 
his death. We arriv'd in the metropolis, 
and after ſhewing myſelf to the corps, which 
was quarter'd not far from London, took a 
genteel houſe at the court end of the town, 
and ſoon acquir'd a polite ſet of acquain- 
tance. The way of life we liv'd, full of the 
hurry and diffipation of the gaiety and fu- 
tility of faſhionable life, was what we 
both, notwithſtanding, had a natural aver- 
ſion to. My wife was of a ſerious, melan- 
choly caſt of mind, and I was attach'd. to 
contemplation, ſtudy and books, and con- 
ſequently we were only putting a force upon 
our inclinations. Beſide, our fortune was 
upon the decay; for my pay was inſuffi- 
cient to ſupply the many calls I created for 
money; but as I had now contracted ſome 
friendſhips with perſons: of intereſt in the 
government, Who daily viſited us, I did 
hot doubt of good preferment in the army, 
to which my way of living, I thought, 
could not fail to contribute. Indeed, I had 
many wiſe lectures from the dear W of 
my boſom upon this head; ſhe had more 
3 * 
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netration than I had, and could ſee thro- 
the fallacy of the many profeſſions that were 
made us, and uſed all the arguments, in the 
power of ſo much mildneſs to uſe, to diſ- 
play to me the folly of expectation and de- 
ndence ; when, had we liv'd in a more 
retir'd and happy manner, we ſhould have 
no occaſion to rely upon them. But I was 
infatuated with the falſe purſuits I had em- 
bark*d in, and as I was proud of her, could 
not think of ſequeſtring thoſe beauties and 

thoſe charms in the ſhade, which I thought 
ought to ſhine forth, and be the admiration - 
of all the world. In a twelvemonth after 
our removal, we had the grievous news of 
the death of our mother, who had been 
always ſending us ſome kind token of her 
remembrance, and ſoon after of that of my 
ſiſter-in-law, who had actually been mur- 
der'd by the obdurateneſs of her father, 
who had play'd the ſame game he did with 
her ſiſter, tho* ſhe had not found ſo faith- 
ful and diſintereſted a ſwain as ſhe had. 
Words are too faint to expreſs our ſorrow 

upon this occaſion, we ſincerely lamented 
them; tho' I was forced to put on all the 
unconcern I poſſibly could, and to divert 
my wife by every amuſement I could de- 
viſe, to keep her from dwelling too much 
upon ſo great a loſs; by which, cho' an 
| only 
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only child, ſhe could not be benefited, as 
we imagin'd a ſecond wife would ſoon be 

ſought after, who would, as uſual, oblite- 
rate from her father's breaſt all remains of 
his affection for the offspring of the firſt. 
And fo indeed it proved; for the next news 
we received was, that he had married a wi- 
dow in the neighbourhood; whoſe temper, 
we knew, was full as brutiſh and ſordid as 
his own, We were now, then, ſecluded, as 
it were, from all family connexions, and it 
doubled our love and tenderneſs for each 
other, and for our children, of whom two 
-out of three remained to us, who inherited, 
in their perſons and tempers, the attractions, 
and the mild and generous diſpoſitions of 
their parents. I was by this time reduced 


to my laſt 300. but I was not in debt, tho 


my expectations of preferment had proved 
abortive, when our regiment was removed 
to the county of Kent, which afforded us 
what we had long ſought for, an opportu- 
nity of quitting, without diſgrace, our ſplen- 
did way of life, and the anxious moments 
we ſometimes felt when we look'd into fur- 
ther occurrences, that might elſe have been 
expected to have followed. We left town, 
then, with the applauſes, and the good 
wiſhes of all our acquaintance, determin'd 
to confine ourſelves, for the future, to wx) 
8 | ari 
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life, to live only foreach other's 
Nes and to keep within che anden 
of our lite financies; and in this temges: 
vent to lodge at adelightfulcountry villa and, 
with an agreeable family, near Canterbury; 
ſeeming to have now before us all the delights. 
that the poets have ſung in their rural and 
amorous deſcriptions. . The firſt. ſhock gur. 
ſcheme of happineſs ſuſtained, . was the loſs 
of 0 our eldeſt ſon, who died of the ſmall: 
pox; a child, who, by. his endearing tem- 
Ps and ready. proficiency in eyery thing he. 
was put to learn, had made hiqmſelf ex- 
. valuable to us, and his loſs embit · 
tered many a ſucceeding; moment of our 
days. But what made it ſtill more touch 
ing to me was, that my dear and excellent 
Marianne ſo por'd over her great and irre- 
parable misfortune, that it had a very vi- 
ſible ill effect upon her health, which drove 
me almoſt to deſpair and diſtraction; yet I 
ſtrove to conceal my diſturbance. from her, 
fearful of increaſing her ſorrow, tho? often 
the ſtarting tear would ſtand in my eye when 
I look'd at the lovely features, and beheld 
the ravages that waſting grief had made. I 
deviſed all means in the world to ſoothe and 
divert her mind, made frequent journies of 
pleaſure, and was never a moment from her 
company; but, alas ! *twas all in vain; ſne 
.. was 


was hurry ing. 
her kindred fkies. What doubled my tor- 
ture. was, to behold the efforts my charmer 
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by aflow and fatal decay, to 


made to put on an air of gatety and plea- 
fantry, merely from her regard to me, 
when I was ſenſible it gave her the utmoſt 
diſguſt and pain. To conclude this moſt. 


dreadful part of my ſtory, ſhe, at length, 


notwithſtanding all my pains and ſollici- 
tudes, fell ſick, and in a few days, tho' in 
the uſe of all het ſenſes, the was given over 
by the phyſicians. In vain did all our new 


friends, in vain @ clergyman, with whom 


we had contracted an acquaintance, endea- 
vour to reaſon me into a reſignation upon 
this awful, this trying occaſion. About to- 


Joſe the only felicity I ever enjoyed, and to 


loſe it for ever Ineeſſant tears, heart-rend- 
ing ſighs, doleful complaints, were my food 


from morn till even 4. and, to add to my 


ſorrow, I had every moment in my arms, a 
on, who, by each look and word, declar'd. 
was but 100 ſenſible of his approaching 


- Misfortune. It was under this anxiety that, 


one evening, and the laſt of her valuable 
life, as I was ſitting with her feeble hand 
in mine, for I never ſtirr'd from her bed- 
ſide, ſummoning up all her ſpirits, the an- 
gelic creature thus addreſſed me, in accents 


at even now continue to ſound in my 7 
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Ahl my dear huſband, I fear to tell you— _ 
yet muſt—that a few hours will ſeparate me 
from you for ever!—'Tis not the loſs of 
any thing this world can afford, beſide, that 
can make me regret to leave it. But, oh! 
the thought of being deprived of thy dear 
ſociety, notwithſtanding all my faith and 
confidence in the promiſes of my bleſſed 
Redeemer is dreadful is hardly to be borne! 
—Oh! my love, how happy have I ever 
found myſelf in your affection and unremit- 
ted tenderneſs! What acknowledgments 1 
ought to make you for the conſtant regard 
you have ſhewn to my eaſe and ſatisfaction, 
and I truſt that heaven will bleſs ſuch worth, 
ſuch honour, ſuch ſpotleſs truth Ohl my 
MfKenzie, I leave you a facred depoſit 
that dear boy—the image of yourſelf, and 
remember he calls upon you to join à mo- 
ther's tenderneſs to a father's cares. Do 
not forget your dying Marianne, who lov'd 
you with unaffected truth and ſincerity 
who took no joy but in your happineſs— 
and who, to the haſt gaze of her darkening. 
eye, to the laſt inſpiration of her parting - 
breath, the laſt motion of her faultring 
tongue, will have your image before her, 
and your dear name on her lips. I ſhould 
depart more compos'd and calmly, how- 
ever, into the arms of our merciful Creator, 
; | where: 


. 
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where I make not the leaſt doubt that we 
hall finally rejoice together, if I were to 
fee you endeavour at the ſupport of your 
ſpirits—and yet, I do not know how to 
ſpeak that peace to you, which, tho' I want 
it ſo much more myſelf, I cannot acquire 
on this ſide eternity. Here, her ſtrength 
being waſted, ſhe ceaſed, and I, having the 
dreadful idea before me of her being gone 
for ever, flung myſelf beſide her, crying, 
My dear wife! my lovely Marianne! why 
do I ſuſtain this wretched being, which was 
only valuable for your ſake! Oh | righte- 
ous and merciful heaven ! permit our fouls 
to fleet together from theſe regions of mor- 
tal forrow !—My cries once more unclos'd 


thoſe dear eyes—ſhe fix'd them tenderly 


upon me, and, with her remaining ſtrength, 
flung her arm round my neck, and gently 
ſighing expir'd. —Gracious God] what 
was my ſituation !—regardleſs, for indeed I 

was incapable _of regarding aught, of her 
laſt exhortations, I rav'd, ſwoon'd upon her 

corpſe, and committed all the acts deſpair 

a frenzy could ſuggeſt, and with the 
utmoſt difficulty was, at length, forced 
from the mournful ſpat, and from the diſ- 
mal chamber, where lay the inanimate re- 
mains of all I held ſo dear. —Excuſe theſe 
tears, my lord, to the memory of one 4 
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the moſt amiable. creatures that ever exiſted 
in human ſemblance !—They will ever re- 
cur to my eyes whenever I mention her 
and they are a tribute of gratitude to her 
dear memory, which will dwell with me 
till death obliterates all the traces of thought. 
Ranger, and his noble hoſt and hoſteſs, join'd 
his tears, at this moving part of his narra- 
tion, and when he had given ſome ſcope to 
them, he dry'd his eyes, and proceeded. 

Thus then I loft this worthy creature, and 
began to think myſelf quite deſtitute of the 
favour of heaven. We had lov'd each 
other with unremitted fondneſs Our tem- 
pers, our minds, nay, in ſome ſenſe, our 

perſons were ſimilar, and not a cloud had 
ever overſhadowed our enjoyment of each 

other. Reaſon, in ſome time, however, 
began to reſume her reign, and the care of 
my dear boy, who was more affected than 
could be imagined of one of his tender age, 
and the commands of my Marianne, contri-- 
buted greatly to reconcile me to life,—I 
ſhould ſay, to living; for my life has ever 
ſince been barely breathing, and a kind of 
vegetable exiſtence. I had loſt all that 
wak'd my ſoul to ambition, all that ever 
excited me to conſult intereſt. Even ho- 
nour. and reputation ceas'd to have ſuch 
brilliant charms as erſt captivated my breaſt. 
3 | | ang; 
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In my Marianne, all that inſpir'd me was 
buried—and the. world became to me a per- 
fect deſart! But, 


Zit I bebold ber—yet- | 
Turn your lights inward, eyes, and view my. 
 _ thought, | 

So ſhall you ftill behold bert: 
Thus the mind, whoſe undetermin'd view 

' Revolves, and to the preſent adds the paſt. 


I remembered to have heard the much-lov'd 
woman. ſay, that ſhe ſhould like to be bu- 
ried near her mother, in the chancel of the 
church of Keil, in Lincolnſbire, and as now 
I recollected every word and action with a 
kind of religious fondneſs, I came to a re- 
ſolution of burying her there, or otherwiſe 

| ſhould have inhum'd her in Surry, with 


5 my own father and mother, and the good 


Mr, and Mrs. Duckett. Accordingly we 
ſet out, with as.much funeral pomp as was 
confiſtent not only with my character, but 
with my affection; myſelf and ſon being 
unaffected mourners, attended by the gentle- 
man and his wife where we lodg'd, in Kent, 
who, in the little time, they had known 
Mrs, M*Kenzie, had ſeen enough to make 
them value her extremely. I had order'd 
the undertaker to provide proper things for 
a8 many perſons as I thought would, be ex- 
pedient 
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pedient to invite there, particularly my fa- 
ther- in- law and his wife, whom we had 
ſometimes correſponded: with, and that 
more from. my wife's affection, than from 
any regard the old-- gentleman had ſhe wn 
us ſince the death of our mother. In this 
melancholy journey, no words can expreſs 
the diſtreſs J labour'd under, and in five 
days we arrived at Spilſcy, bringing the firſt 
news into Lincoluſhire of the death of a lady 
who had been an. honour to the place of her 
birth, Her relations were all ſincere ly af- | 
fected; but, to deſcribe. what I felt in re- 
viewing all the ſcenes of our beginning 
loves, all the happineſs. I had enjoyed in 
this delightful. vicinity, joys which, alas! 
were now: no more, all the power of lan- 
guage would: be too faint. One of our 
friends went to my wife's father, and firſt 
brought to him the news of his daughter's 
death. He, for the firſt time that ever he 
wept in his life, ſned tears; and immedi- 
ately took his horſe and came over to us, 
and entered the room where Lwas, with an 
action of affection and diſtreſs, of which I 
never before had thought him capable. I 
muſt own that, in regard to his poor daugh- 
ter, I could-not help ſhewing him. the ut- 
moſt! reſpect, and we mingled our tears to- 
gether, he u repeating—Ah ! my poor 
daughter 


— 
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daughter—I wiſh I had ſeen thee before 


thou diedſt: This is, poſitively, the greateſt 


blow I ever received. Juſt at that inſtant 
his grandſon entered the room, and, view- 
ing him, he continued Poor baby how 
ſhall we make thee amends for thy grievous 
loſs -l have no children but thee left—and 
thou ſhalt inherit all I have. The amiable 


little fellow careſs'd him in his innocent 


way, which finiſh'd the conqueſt over his 
hitherto obdurate heart. The next day we 
depoſited my wife's remains in the grave 
with her mother and ſiſter ; and, having 
diſcharg'd the undertaker, and ſent home 
our Kentiſh acquaintance, I, mournfully, 
yielded to the ſollicitations of my father-in- 


law, to reſide ſome days with him, before 


we ſet out for London, tho the ſight of the 
houſe was grievous to me on many accounts. 
Yer I thought I owed ſomewhat to my 
ſon's intereſt, to whom the old gentleman 
had ſhewn a prodigious fondneſs. His new 
wife put on an air of concern and civility, 
and took great notice of my ſon, but in- 
wardly, I could diſcover, wiſn'd us farther 
off, looking upon us as enemies, in the way 


of the numerous train of relations ſhe had 
introduced to the old man's notice, and 


even into his houſe. One day, when we 
were riding to Spiſſey together, and, for va- 
nf riety, 
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riety, had croſſed the country by bye- roads, 
I took the liberty thus to addreſs him, 1 
cannot imagine, Sir, that, by your- ſecond 
venture, you will have any offspring, and, 
notwithſtanding ſome particularities I have 
noted in your temper, I believe you had a 
ſincere value for my late dear mother, my © 
Marianne, and her ſiſter ; and I don't doubt 
your conſidering your grandſon as the only 
repreſentative of your family, after making 
a proper proviſion for your ſpouſe. As far 
as can be ſeen, conſidering his youth and 
innocence, he ſeems form'd to merit your 
regard, and to do honour to the family he 
ſprung from, and in his education nothing 
ſhall be wanting to make him an ornament, 
and a benefit to mankind. But I would 

have you, Sir, think of theſe things in 
health; for, to be plain, and I know you 
love freedom, I perceive, you are ſo ſur-- 
rounded, that, if you ſhould be taken ill in 
our. ablence.: (and next week I muſt depart) 
you will not be the abſolute maſter of your 
reſolutions, and you know what ſelf- inte- 
reſted artifices are often practiced upon a 
dying man. The old gentleman, to my 
ſurprize, made me this calm reply. Why, 
ſon, as you ſay, J have many particulari-; 
ties, but I wiſh my temper had been other- 
| wiſe; for I have now liv di to loſe all thoſe 
Vol. II. K for 
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for whom I was ſcheming future fortune, 
and begin to value money a little leſs than 
formerly. I did fincerely love your mo- 
ther, and my daughters, tho I made uſe of 
certain politic meaſures with you all, and 
never ſhould have married again; but that 


this woman had a tempting bait of 8000 J. 


by her, which I could not, ior my life, help 
having an inclination to call my own, But, 
poſitively, never were two knowing ones 
better met; for, before ſhe ſurrendered to 
me, ſhe inſiſted upon my making a will in 
her ſole favour, which accordingly I did, 


leaving only 5007. to your. wife. But you 


may be ſure I intended to alter this, tho? I 
have waited fo long firſt, in hope that I 
ſhould, God forgive me, put her into the 
ground before me. If I live, before you 
go, I will make a freſh will, and leave all 
to my grandſon that I can, which may, per- 
haps, amount to 10,0007, for, between you 
and I, I find I begin to decay, and can't 
laſt long, and therefore will not be ſo un- 


juſt, as to give away any of the money from 
her, which I got by her. This is my de- 


termined kd, roi and, as a proof it, I 
have brought with me a little preſent for 
yourſelf, as an acknowledgment that, I 
think I have not treated you well, and of 


"I ; what 1 owe you for your good behaviour to 


4 a 
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my late excellent daughter, with whom you 
never had a farthing. So ſaying, he ſtop'd 
his horſe, as I did mine, and, pulling out 
a bag, in which, he ſaid, there was 3000. 
and 2 bank-bill for 2007 more, he gave it 
into my hand, as I ſat, quite amazed and 
ſtaring at him- with all my eyes, whilſt he 
thus continued, Why, *faith, Mac, you. 
may well be amazed; ſome years ago, I 
could as ſoon have borne to have parted 
with ſo many drops of blood ; but times 
alter, you know—Age and loſſes, and a view 
of mortality, have made theſe ſhining pieces 
of leſs value to me, and, I hope, have made 
me repent of the many meanneſſes I have 
been guilty of to acquire them. I took his 
hand, for the firſt time, and kiſs'd it, ut- 
tering many grateful expreſſions of my ſenſe 
of his favour, and all my affection for him 
returned. This was all tranſacted at the 
corner of a lane, up which we.were going 
to ride, and was obſerved by three travel- 
ling fellows, who had not been noticed by 
us; but all in the ſame moment I heard 
my father cry Turn about good God! ye 
villains! and was, before 1 could move, 
knock'd ſenſeleſs from my horfe. Oh! 
heaven, judge my amazed, my ſad 18 
tion, when, opening my eyes, which, 
haps, might be a conſiderable ſpace af 
: K 2 | "—_ | 
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wards, I perceived the old gentleman, at 
ſome diſtance, weltring in his gore, and, 
eſſaying to get up, found I was incapable 
of moving, and wounded 'in the head and 
- breaſt. I now recollected every thing, and 
was overcome with ſo terrible, ſo compli- 
cated a misfortune. Thus I remained near 
an hour, and did-not doubt, as the place 
was very little. frequented, that there I 
ſhould alſo expire, when I heard the ſound 
of men and horſes, and, ſoon after, could 
diſcover ſome of our ſervants, with a great 
poſſe of countrymen, and a cart to carry us 

home. All this was ſo profound a myſte- 
ry, that I doubted if my ſenſes were not 
diſordered. They firſt went to my father, 
and, having put him into the cart, came 
to me, and I endeavoured to lift up my 


head, and to ſpeak, but was incapable of 


either, tho” I could hear, and noticed all 
that paſs'd. He's alive, ſays one of the 
fellows—thank God for that We have 
all reaſon to love him, I'm ſure.—He was 
always kind to us, and was a ſpecial huſ- 

band to young miſtreſs. All this while 
they were getting me into the cart, where 
they laid me by my father, and then, with 
a gentle pace, drove us home, We- were 
received by the family with terror and at- 


fright, and the widow put on an air of the 
' moſt 
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moſt poignant ſorrow. Soon after a ſur- 
geon arrived, who, ſearching my wounds, 
ſaid, they were not mortal; but that my fa- 
ther had been paſt help long ago, and was 
gone for ever. All this I could diſtinctly 
hear, which had like to have diſappointed 
all the endeavours for my recovery, when 
I contemplated the fatal conſequences to me 
and my fon of this dreadful murder. How- 
ever, the ſight of the dear child, weeping 
by my bed: ſide, determined me to compoſe 
myſelf, and in three days I was able to give 
an account, as far as I knew, of my mif- 
fortune, tho* not by whom, or how the 
murder was perpetrated. However, beſide 
the 5007. every thing valuable, as watches, 
rings, buttons, and buckles were taken from 
us; and, by the many rents in our clothes, 
it was perceivable they had endeavoured wa 
ſtrip us of them alſo. A hue and cry w 
diſpatched every way, but without fe, f 
during all the time I was under cure. It 
appeared that a neighbour had accidentally 
and providentially rode that way and found 
us, as he ſuppos'd,. dead, and being unable 
to do any thing alone, he gallop'd to my 
father's with the dreadful tidings, which 
were confirm'd by our horſes returning juſt 
at the ſame time without their riders; and 
this — down the relief, without which 
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I ſhould alſo ſoon have been numbered with 
the dead. Some of our wounds ſeem'd to 
be given by the prongs of a hay-fork, and 
others with a knife; I had ſeveral contu- 
ſions, and my father's body was all over a 
continued bruiſe ; ſo-that, it was imagin'd, 
he had made a ſtout reſiſtance. Thus, in 
one fatal inſtant, I was depriv'd of all the 
fond hopes I had entertained, of that for- 
| tune which was ſo much my due, and fo 
| much the due of my ſon, and in the inſtant 
| too that I thought myſelf quite ſure of poſ- 
ſeſſing it; and I loſt, at the ſame time, 
| 500. and the father of my ever remem- 
| bered wife, when he was going, in truth, to 


prove himſelf worthy of that name. I had: 
| now nothing to do, but to ſubmit to the 
1 courteſy of his widow, who, after all my 
rhetorick, ſtuck to the letter of her will; 
and even made ſome ſcruple to pay me the 
1 500 J. which was left to Mrs. M*Kenzie, be- 
q cauſe her huſband and fon was not men- 
1 tioned in the will. Common decency, in- 
deed, oblig'd her to behave civilly, whilſt 
| - we ſtaid there, and ſome regard to her re- 


putation; for the whole county cry*'d out of 
the hardſhips we ſuffered ; however, as there 
could be no pretence of diſputing the will, 
I was obliged to ſubmit. Before we left 
this melancholy ſpot we received then = 
| \ : 500 l. 
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J. and, wondrous generoſity! the wi- + 
dow added a preſent of fifty guineas, for 
my travelling expences, and twenty guineas 
to my ſon; and, after taking leave of all 
our friends, we. ſet out for Kent, and ar- 
rived at our. country retreat, from whence 
I ſoon ſent my ſon to a noted boardirig- 
ſcheol, the abilities of the maſter of which 
I was no ſtranger to. The idea of Marianne 
rendered now this fpot, where 1 had pro- 
miſed myſelf ſo much comfort, quite irk- 
ſome to me. I mourn'd, and mop'd about, 
like one beſide myſelf, and all the misfor- 
tunes of my life paſs'd in review before me 
in dreadful guiſe, without the ſoothing per- 
fuaſions of my late ſoft companion to alle- 
viate their baneful force. I determin'd 
then, and accordingly did come up to Lon- 
don, hoping the hurry and variety of objects 
in that city would in ſome. meaſure divert 
my mind from poring over the ſad events 
I had experienced. One day, as I was re- 
turning to my lodgings in Sobo-Square, I 
paſs'd thro” a mob of people at a noted 
Juſtice of. peace's door, and hearing, the 
word murder from ſome amongſt, them, a 
word I never heard without ſhuddering, I 
aſk d whether any perſon guilty of that 
crime was before his worſhip, and was an- 
ſwered, there were two men who were 
K 4 taken 
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taken up for attacking a gentleman upon 


Pancras cauſeway, who had confeſſed a mur- 


der committed a year and a half ſince in 
Lincolnſhire. 1 was ſtruck with great amaze- 
ment at this intelligence, and turn'd into 
his worſhip's office, where two tall, hard- 
featur'd Iriſhmen were under examination. 


I paid my compliments to the magiſtrate, 


and having, in few words, told him the in- 


tereſt I imagin'd I had in hearing, his exa- 


mination, I was favoured with a chair, and 
heard a confeſſion of ſo many complicated 
villainies, as one would imagine any per- 
ſons, that bore the ſemblance of human 
creatures, would be incapable of. I had 
their confeſſion of the Lincolnſbire murder 


put into my hands, which imported, That, 


near Spilſiy, they accidentally ſaw, as they 


were roaming from farm-houſe to farm- 


houſe to get work at the - hay-harveſt, a 
graſier and a gentleman in red converſe to- 
gether, and ſaw the elder deliver a bag of 
money to the younger: That they conceal'd 


themſelves behind a copſe from their fight; 


and, having concerted between each other 
the execution of the robbery, one of them 
took a circuit, and came behind the youngeſt 
gentleman, knock'd him off his horſe, and 
then attack d the old one, who made a great 


reſiſtance; but was at laſt kill'd, by * 
45 | | the 
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the prong of a hay- fork into his left ſide: 
That then, perceiving the young one ſtir, 
they beat him about the head and breaſt, 
and ſtabb'd him in ſeveral places, and alſo- 
left him dead upon the ſpot. They nam'd 
the booty they made very exactly, and ſaid. 
there were three of them concern'd in the 
murder; but that one of them had gone to 
Ireland with his ſhare of the booty, named 
Brennan, who had ſince been hang'd for a 
murder committed in St. Patrick's. liberty, 
in Dublin. With his worſhip's leave, I 
made myſelf known to them; and, harden'd- 
as they were, they were ready to drop! into. 
the earth, at the fight of a man, they had, 
imagin'd out of the world, and incapable- 
of reproaching them with their villainy. I. 
found it impoſſible to have any of the 
things they took from us; for they could 
but blindly remember what became of them 
themſelves. This I look d upon as a great 
misfortune, as, to my watch was fix d a mi- 
niature of my dear Marianne, which 1 would 
have given any money to regain. - I was 
bound over to appear againſt the vile crea-+ ©. 
tures at the Old-Bailey, and accordingly did z. 
but my indictment was not tried, they be- 
ing convicted upon two others, and | be= 
held them meet with their deſerved end at 
an without any pain, looking upon 

| 5, them 
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them as the ruiners of my expectations, and 
the diſgracers of their ſpecies. They made 
a full confeſſion at the place of execution, 
and died, greatly to the honour of that 
party, Zealous Roman Catholicks, as the or- 
dinary phras'd it. This righteous judgment 
of Providence filled me with awe and reve- 
rence; and methought I could ſee therein 
the plain footſteps of that unerring power 
that rules the univerſe. I was now abſo- 
lutely, once more, without friend or rela- 
tion, and without any other tye than my 
ſon, who, ſweet lad, came on ſurprizingly 
in what he was put to learn, and was the 
delight of every eye that ſaw him. This 
was my ſole comfort; for my moments, 
notwithſtanding the calls of my duty, lagg'd 
on ſlowly and irkſomely, company was in- 
ſipid, mirth painful, and nothing but ſoli- 
tude had charms to pleaſe, 1 was. perpe- 
tually dwelling upon the amiable graces 
and virtues of my Marianne, and her dear 
name was every now and then in my mouth, 
and involuntarily made its way thro? my 
lips. I was at this time, beſide my pay, in 
poſſeſſion of near 1000/, which I determin'd 
. not to make the leaſt uſe of, but to keep it 
at intereſt till my ſon came of age; for I 
had, in my preſent temper of mind, nei- 
cher inclination or view to improve my for- 
0 - tune. 
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tune, My pay was ſufficient for my ſup- 


port; my pleaſures being little expenſive, 
and confin'd to books, and to contempla- 


tion. In this ſituation I was, when cap 


tain Private was commiſſioned to command 
the company of which ,I was lieutenant. 
He was a perſon of a moſt inſinuating ad- 
dreſs, well vers'd in the motions of the hu- 
man heart, in all its foibles, and where to 
attack the weak part of his acquaintance. 
My general character in the regiment, the 
love all my brother officers expreſſed for 
me, made him eager to cultivate a friend- 
ſhip with me. He heard I had money alſo, 
a commodity for which he had an eager re- 
liſh, and put on. ſo ſerious an air, ſooth'd 
me ſo, with mixing his feign'd melancholy 
ſtory with my real griefs, that I entertain'd 
a perfect friendſhip for him; which was ſo 
much more dangerous, as my nature was 
open and ſincere, and he was a moſt artful, 
a moſt conſummate villain : He was deep 
in his ſchemes, and never hurried himſelf 
to produce the purpoſes he intended, by 
which he ſav'd, in general, the appearance 
of guilt, He was ſoon maſter of me, and 
of all the ſecrets of my ſoul : He had run 
himſelf in debt, and he wanted my caſh to 
free himſelf from the danger of being forc'd 


to ſell his commiſſion; but as to borrowing 
; : 1mall; | 
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ſmall ſums, he knew it was only protract- 
ing his pains, and raiſing my ſuſpicion, 
My money he knew was in unexceptionable 
hands, and that I would venture no part of 
it upon any ſcheme or project whilſt my 
ſon was living, and he therefore very cun- 
ningly objected, when he ſeveral times ac- 
companied me to ſee the dear boy, and we 
obſerved he was not in a good ſtate of 
health, for he was of the delicate and ten- 
der conſtitution of his mother; to the ſi- 
tuation and air of the place, and at laſt en- 
gaged me to remove him to another ſchool, 
in one of the moſt baneful, wet, and aguiſh 
ſpots in the county of Eſſex. This artifice 
had the deſir'd effect. Alas! all my hope, 
and all my comfort—the very ſupport of 
my life, died in my arms, and followed his 
unfortunate race to the grave in leſs than a 
month after his removal. I was now un- 
hing'd entirely for. all the functions of life, 
and unprepared to reſiſt any attack upon my 
underſtanding, which was ſhattered and torn 
by perpetual reflecting upon my uncommon 
ſeries of diſaſters. Private lamented with me 
—alternately ſooth'd and conſoled me, and 
became ſo neceſſary to my exiſtence, that I 
could not be without him. Six months 
more elaps'd, in whigh ſpace, tho* not cur'd 
of my griefs, which 1 ſhall never quit Tt 
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the grave receives me, I became ſomewhat 
calm and reſign'd, and yielded to the truly 


kind and chriſtian arguments of this aſſidu- 
ous, this pretended friend and companion. 


Mean time, he had perſuaded me to lend 


him 600/. upon his ſingle bond, and foon. 
after 200 l. more, which I did with the 
greateſt pleaſure, for I lov'd and eſteem d 
him. All that diſturb'd this monſter now, 
was the fear of, one day or other, being. 
call'd upon to refund, which he had never 
intended, and which indeed his extravagan- 
cies, and the payment of former debts, ſoon: 
rendered impoſſible. He form'd a reſolu- 
tion then, to lay a train for a quarrel, by 
exciting me to complain; for which reaſon, 
under ſpecious pretences, he engag'd me to 
lend him all the remainder of my caſh, as 
to a fecure hand, upon proper intereſt, in- 
the way of ſerving myſelf as well as him; 
nay more, to borrow 4004. from my friends, 


to do him a particular ſervice. In ſnort, 


was ſo infatuated, that I did not practice 
common prudence and foreſight ; but ran 
headlong into every thing he requit'd of me, 
having the utmoſt confidence in his honour, 
and his boaſted ability of payment, the ap- 


pearance of which he kept up by too many | 


ſtrange artifices to trouble you with the re- 
cital of. Whilſt this. was tranſacting, our 
| cOm- 
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company was removed to quarters at Ne. 
berry, in Berkſhire, and eight months paſſed, 
without the leaſt mention of the principal, 
or payment of intereſt, for either of theſe _ 
ſums. He was now ſeldom at quarters; but 
lefr the care of the company to me, who 
deſired never to ſee London more, and ſeemd 
to forget I was in being. The time for 
which I borrowed the 400 J. was long ex- 
pir'd, and my ſenſe of * honour, of juſtice, 
was too delicate to ſuffer me any eaſe under 
ſuch a preſſure. I wrote to Private, he 
made me promiſe upon promiſe for ſeveral 
ſucceeding months, and at length combated 
my reaſonable remonſtrances with fury and: 
reproach, ſo groſs, that I muſt have been- 
inanimate and inſenſible to have borne it 
with any patience. This was the moment 
he waited for, and my death was to ſecure 
him the poſſeſſion, undiſturb'd, of what he 
had robb'd me of, by ſpecious pretences. He 
took an opportunity to challenge me;—we 
fought, and my unlucky arm (I ſpeak it 
with ſorrow, and confuſion) gave him his. 
mortal wound. He little expected to find 
ſo good a ſwordſman in a man of my peace- 
able and placid diſpoſition'; and, as he was: 
a try'd and approv'd duellift himſelf, de- 
pended upon conqueſt.. I ran to him when 
he fell—ſupported him to my own _ 
phy 1 
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and when the ſurgeon pronounced him a 


dead man, he made a confeſſion of all his 


crimes, a dreadful number ! I forgave the 
unhappy wretch, and he with great peni- 
rence expir'd. Thus I found myſelf with- 
out money, for he had no aſſets to leave be- 
hind him, and under the burden of a debt 
I was unable to ſatisfy, as well as under the 
horror of having ſent. a fellow-creature to 


the other world, with all his load of crimes. 


upon his head. Direful, torturing thought! 
was acquitted by the laws of my country; 
but I ſtill look'd upon myſelf, notwithſtand- 
ing falſe notions of honour, as a murderer. 
My creditors, indeed, when thy underſtood 


what a dupe I had been to this man's de- 


ſigns, would have given me any time to 
pay them their money; but I was not able 
to ſupport myſelf under the pain it gave, 
and accordingly, having obtained leave to 
ſell my commiſſion, I paid all my debts, 


left the regiment with honour, to the great 


concern of my colonel, and all my brother 
officers, having juſt ſeventy pounds in my 
pocket; and, being uncertain what courſe 
to ſteer, or where to ſpend the reſidue of 
my melancholy life. At length I deter-- 


min'd to viſit Ireland; and at Cheſter, en- | 


countering with a company of ſtrolling 
players, I was ſo taken with their way of 


life, 
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_ life, having always had an inclination to: 


the ſtage, that I join'd them, went, with. 
them to Ireland, and became the maſter of 
them, and their ſcenes, and had pretty con- 
ſiderable ſucceſs, and theſe romantick pe- 
regrinations ſerv'd to amuſe my thoughts, 
and to divert the conſtant grief and chagrin 
I carried about me. Few adventures, worth 
notice, occurred, till I fortunately encoun- 
tered with that worthy friend, Mr. Ranger, 
the ſimilarity of whoſe genius and temper, _ 
the worth, the honous, and virtue ſo viſible 
in all he ſaid, and all he did, endear'd him 
to my ſoul from the firſt moment I beheld 
him. What happened to me during my. 
felicitous intereourſe with that amiable gen- 
tleman, my lord, you are' well acquainted: 
with, and with the reaſon I ſo ſoon loſt his 
engaging ſociety. Agreeable to my advices 
to him, I embark'd for the Weſt: Indies, and 
met with a proſperous voyage, till we came 
to the height of the Canaries, when a moſt - 
terrible ſtorm aroſe, which rent our ſails, 
carried our foremaſt by the board, and ſuch 
a ſwelling fea, that we every minute ex- 
— to go to the bottom. Thus we were 

buffetted for fix days, and driven at a great 
rate to the ſouthward, till we arrived at the 
Cape Verde {ſlands. I will not trouble you; 
wich a. detail of. ho hardſhips we endured, 
22 
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nor a minute deſcription of all that occur- 
red, ſuffice it, that we were at laſt obliged 
to run aſhore on the S. W. of St. Vincent, 
whilſt the waves ran mountains high, not 
having any proſpect of ſaving any thing 
but our lives. Our long-boat, being over- 
mann'd, ſunk amongſt the breakers, and 
every ſoul periſhed, and amongſt them all 
my performers, both men and women. At 
this period, Ranger could not help teſtify- 
ing his concern for the fate of all his old 
companions, and then M Kenzie reſum'd. 
his relation. The yawl, in which myſelf, 
the maſter, and five more were, rode over 
all, and we landed upon a reef, and were 
ſoon out of the reach of the waves; tho', 
as we had no proviſions with us, we were in 
imminent danger of periſhing by a more 
ſow, but painful death, ſeeing our ſhelf, - 
we had landed upon, was near half a league 
from the main iſland, barrren and deſart. 
Whilſt we were debating upon our dreadful 
ſituation, we had the mortification to per- 
ceive that the ſea gain'd inſenſibly upon 
the reef, and conjectured, that it was part 
of a ſunken rock, which, at high ride, 
would be entirely overflowed. - We heſt- 
tated then, not a moment, but once more 
took to our boat, and endeavoured to ſtand 
towards the iſland, but found ſo prodigious 
| is 4 


210 The JuveniLE ADVENTURES 

a ſwell, and the wind rag'd ſo fiercely, that 
we made little or no way, and one of our 
men was waſh'd out of the ſtern ſheets, 


and we never ſaw him more. In this preſ- 
fing exigency, when death was ſtaring us 


in the face, the maſter cry'd out, he was 


ſure he ſaw a fail ; and, looking out, as he 
directed, we were all joy fully convinc'd he 
was right, and that it was not above a 
league diſtant. This cauſed us to redou- 
ble our efforts, and we had the good for- 
tune of the wind's dying away, and having 
| ſpread a ſhirt upon an oar, as a ſignal of 
diſtreſs, we were at laſt luckily efpy'd by 
the veſſel, who back'd her ſails, and in two 
hours more we got on. board, and were re- 
ceived with the utmoſt humanity. This 
Providence opened to me a large field of 
reflexion, Myſelf, and a few more, were 
preſerved, out of thirty ſouls. Myſelf! 
who was tir'd of life who long'd to quit it! 
— Myſelf was preſerv*d, whilſt thoſe who 
had. connexions with the world, and many 
of them thriving in it, were loſt. I lowly. 
ador'd the diſpoſing will of the great Su- 
preme, and look d upon it as a leſſon not 
to deſpond, but endeavour to obey the dic- 
tates of heaven, which had reſcu'd me for 
wiſe ends and purpoſes in life, to me yet 


unknown. The ſhip that took us up, was 
the 


1 


F DAVID RANGER. 211 
the Joanna of Liverpoole, capt. Jacob Conſtos, 
and with him we ſafely landed in Exglana, 
nor would his owners accept of the leaſt 
gratuity for our paſſages, I was now a mi- 
ſerable object indeed I had juſt three gui- 
neas left in my pocket, only the clothes I 

had on my back, and three ſhirts, and two 
pair of ſtockings, lent me-by a paſſenger 
on board the Joanna, which he had gene- 
roſity enough not to accept the return of. 
Thus I was turn'd adrift in my native chime, 
where my family had poſſeſſed eſtates, 
where J had intermarry'd, and liv'd, and 
acted as a man of honour, and a gentle- 
man: And in all my reſearches into the 
motives of all the actions of my life, I 
could charge myſelf with no premeditated 
crime, and only ſome imprudencies, that, 


methought did not merit ſo ſevere a 'chaſ- 


tiſement from heaven. In this condition I 
travelled, on foot, to London; and when I 
arrived there, tho* I had acted with great 
parſimony, I brought with me but ſixteen 


ſhillings of my whole ſtock. I was to ſeek 


for ſome means to preſerve myſelf from 
ſtarving ; I had no friends to apply to, but 
ſuch as my greatneſs of mind told me, per- 
haps falſely, it was a diſgrace to ſtoop to. 
In ſhort, before I could fix upon any plan 


of future action, my money was reduc'd to 


the 
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the laſt fix-pence ; and, merely to ſupport 
life, for two ſucceeding days, I was oblig'd 
to ſell every thing, even to the clothes on 
my back, which were in ſo bad a plight, as 
to be another cauſe of my backwardneſs to 
apply to any former acquaintance. - For 
three days before my dear friend was ſent 
by heaven to my relief, not a-morſel of any 
thing—nothing but fair water had entered 
thefe lips. Lord forgive me! The weak- 
neſs this courſe of life had induced, J be- 
lieve, had diſordered my brain J had 
ſtrange, gloomy ideas in my mind——and 
was bent to get rid of my wretched being. 
How I was prevented from executing this 
fatal reſolve, you all very well know.— 
Thus, my noble and worthy friends, you 
have had the. tranſactions of a life, full of 
misfortune, A life, now entirely preſerv'd 
and ſupported by your kind and good of- 
fices. I will not murmur nor repine at my 
fate, —but will, with all humility, conclude, 


"Tis thus that heav'n its empire does maintain: 
It may afflict; but man muſt not complain! 


CHAP. 
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 Reflexions of the hearers.—Ranget embarks 
with the manager of the theatre- royal. — His 
charafter —Encreas'd reputation of Ran- 
ger,—Obtains a ſhare of the management. — 
New models the theatre —Firſt appearance 
„f Miſs Amiable.— Her ſucceſs in the part 
ef Mrs. Fondlewife.— Her levee crowded. 
Her addreſs to Ranger. —His reply ane 
_ reſolution, P14. ; | 


XENZ IE had no ſooner concluded 
M his melancholy narration, than his 
triend Ranger, maugre the preſence of lord 
and lady Bertram, advanc'd to him, and, 
folding him in his arms, cry'd, Ah! my 
dear companion and aſſociate, you ſet out 
with accuſing yourſelf of ſome ſort of im- 
prudence in the conduct of your life; but I 
can ſee nothing throughout, that does not 
indicate a noble, beneficent and praiſe-wor- 
thy diſpoſition, a temper of the very beſt 
caſt, and a mind fraught with love and be- | 
nevolence, and adorn'd with virtue. True, 1 
continues lord Bertram, in his turn, embra- 
cing him, I entirely coincide with your 
ſentiments, Mr. Ranger, and am amazed 
at ſuch a ſeries of afflictions and diſappoint- 
13 8 | ments, 
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ments, which have ſeldon fallen to the lot 
of one man, and are plain marks of the in- 
ſcrutable deſigns of Providence, who has 
reſery'd you, thro? ſuch a ſource of cruel 
ills, to this moment, and by that, ſeems to 
intend you for ſome wiſe purpoſes of its 
own, or, at leaſt, as a monument of patient 
ſuffering, and exemplary goodneſs, under 


adverſity. Ah! ſays Clariſſa, poor, poor 
Marianne !/—never enough to be lamented 


* .fair one! How hard was thy fate! how 


great was thy loſs, with all 5 ſoftneſs, 
ſweetneſs and truth! I have never been 
more ſincerely moved, Mr. M*Kenzte, than 
thro' your whole narration, Come, tho? . 
you cannot poſſibly forget thoſe direful e- 
vents, ceaſe to afflict yourſelf with ſuch in- 
ceſſant rigour, (ſeeing the tears run from his 
eyes,) we will all of us endeavour to allevi- 
ate your woes, to ſoothe your moments, 
with the charms of friendſhip and conver- 
ſation. Your worthy partner, Mr. Ranger, 
has felt the ſame diſaſters in many reſpects, 
and I could not help drawing ſome parallel 
between you. His greatneſs of ſoul, like 
your's, has ſupported him thro' a train of 
lofſes, grievous to bear; he has mourn'd a 
Sophia, a mother, a ſiſter, a Mr. Duckett, 
in Mr. Birch; has alſo met with a Sir Julius, 


to anſwer the * of your father-in- 
law3 | 


* 


law ; and ſure his ſudden, his unfortunate 
cataſtrophe ſhould be a warning to ſuch un- 
feeling mortals, how they indulge their ſor- 
did and mercenary ſchemes to the breach of 
every tender, every humane and lovely 
principle. M*Kenzie returned theſe kind 
words by a moſt profoundly reſpectful 
action, and began to chear his heart in the 
contemplation of the acquirement of ſuch 


ſincere, ſuch noble friends, which, he pro- 


teſted, were a recompence for all his ſuffer- 
ings. They did not part till late in the 
evening, when they retir'd to their ſeveral 
apartments, full of reſpect for each other, 


of humble reverence to the all- wiſe Creator, 


and of good- will and beneficence to their 
fellow creature. ba 

Tre ſeaſon for performing being now 
advanc'd, Ranger could no longer reſiſt the 
preſſing inſtances of his many noble and ho- 


nourable friends, to remove to the theatre- 


royal, and comply with the propoſals of the 


patentee. The whole town were rejoic'd 
when they heard of his removal, and he 


furniſh'd them ſuch a pleaſing banquet of 
theatrical excellencies, as redeemed thoſe 
rational amuſements from the cenſure under 
which they had ſo many years ſuffered. 
M*Kenzie, appear'd with him in the ſame 


plays, by imitating his friend, ſoon was 
: look*d 
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look*d upon as a ſecond to nane but him, 
and was equally careſs'd with the amiable 
Ranger. What contributed greatly to fix 
them in a higher point of view, was their 
prudence, frugality and oeconomy, which 
had hitherto had no precedent upon the 
ſtage. The buſkin'd heroes and heroines 
had not been content only to imitate the 
actions of their ſuperiors upon the ſtage, 
but had followed their examples in every 
part of life. They gam'd, whor'd, and 

drank, and, in general, diſſipated their fi- 
nancies with a truly polite diſregard to pre- 
ſent reputation, or future dependence, to 
the injury of many tradeſmen, and others, 
with whom they were concern d. The pre- 
ſent manager, by his example, encouraged 
too much this ſpirit of profuſion. He had 
entered the ſtage of life with a ſuperb for- 
tune, and tho” his profits and emoluments 
were almoſt miniſterial, he was now redu- 
ced to great and calamitous diſtreſſes. He 
was one of thoſe exalted genii who laviſh 
their money away without prudence, thought, 
or conſideration. - His waking hours were 
ſpent in riots and debaucheries, and his mo- 
ments, that ſhould have been ſooth'd by 
the kind compoſer ſleep, in ſchemes for 
temporary, means to extricate himſelf from 
* eee nene His hotel was 
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perpetually crowded with gloomy, diſcon- 
rented duns, hard favour'd bailiffs, needy 
poets, and abandoned rakes, who, mingled 
with noble bucks, and wou'd be criticks at 
his levee: All which ſeem'd to promiſe 
a ſpeedy end te his extravagancies. And 
yet all theſe diſtreſſes low'd from no evil 
diſpoſition of mind; but from an unac- 
countable imprudence, and eaſineſs of tem- 
per. He was generous, benevolent, and 
diſcerning, but had ſo little notion of the 
value of reputation, or the weight of cre- 
dit, that he thus forfeited honour and peace. 
No wonder, then, if the known prudence, 
good fenſe, and riches of Ranger, threw the 
eyes, as well as the wiſhes, of the town 
upon him. They already put him'down as 
the future provider of their entertainments, 
and the needy circumſtances of his princi- 
pal ſoon anſwered their ęxpectations, by a 
mortgage of part of the management, 
Thence, the publick began to ſee perform-. 
ers introduced, whoſe natural abilities and 
talents were adapted to the parts they exhi- 
bited.z who were, by nature, form'd to in- 
culcate moral inſtruction ; and who, in pri- 
vate life, were inoffenſive and amiable, 
who, in ſhort, followed the example of 
their maſter. Thoſe dramatick productions, 
which do honour to our nation and language, 

Vol. II. 88 _ 
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were revived, and the immortal Shakeſpear 
ſhone with that luſtre and fire that none but 
x Ranger could have given him. But the 
taſte of the town was ſo perverted -to the 
unmeaning buffoonry of pantomime and en- 
kertainment, that, even againſt his will and 
judgment, ſomething of that kind was to 
be preſerved— the vulgar of the twelve - 
penny gallery muſt ſtill have ſomewhat to 
propagate the roar: However, even thoſe. 
Exotic productions were new modelled, and 
made more ſubſervient to good ſenſe and 
_ Eontrivance, In a few years after this pe- 
riod, and whilſt Ranger was in the height 
of his reputation, a young gentlewoman was 
introduced to him, who, under an old ve- 
teran of the theatre, had made ſome eſſays 
towards publick action and elocution. She 
had pleas*d every one in the character of Mrs, 
Flee „ and had exhibited that charac- 
ter with new traits of comick humour. The 
fight-of her prepoſſeſſed Ranger in her fa- 
vour, he found her equal to thoſe parts 
which required the higheſt excellence of 
voice and perſon, and he aſfſiduouſly culti- 
vated'the riſing flower. A ſmall ſpace of 
time brought her ſo forward, that, in what- 
ever Ranger was ſeen, Miſs Amiable filled 
up à correſpondent'female character, to the 
great delight and ſatisfaction of the ſpecta- 
os 4 tors. 
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tors. She was juſt out of her teens, her 
perſon was lovely, her temper engaging, 
and her mind fraught with a thouſand beay- 
ties and graces. But, alas] how dangerous 
in a young actreſs are theſe perfections ! She 
ſoon became the toalt of che beau monde, 
was attacked with flattery; and preſents, by 
the great and the gay, her name was pro- 
pagated in the ſmooth chant and the ſoft 
ſonnet, and it became a faſhion to admire 
her. From the native innocence of her 
mind ſhe was perverted to coquetry and in- 
trigue, and her apartments were crowded 
with ſighing lovers, who each, in their ſe- 
veral manners, aim'd at her deſtruction 
I mean, at the deſtruction of that virtue 
that had ſtood many attempts triumphant- 
ly. Her heart ſhe had ſilently given ta 
the perfections of Ranger, who was not 
without ſome liking to her graces of mind 
and perſon, and only waited, with true diſ- 
cerament, to inſpect into her behaviour in 
her preſent gay ſituation, to cement with 


her a moſt tender union. He had experi- 


enc'd ſo much of love, had been ſo inti- 

mately affected by that ſoft paſſion, that he 

was not to be lur'd by a ſudden prepoſſeſ- 

fon to venture his beart again, without a 

ſurety of its meeting with an object that 

ſhould be * to his arms. 
; 2 


Curſe 
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Curſe on the vanity of the faſcinating ſex! 
iſs Amiable, tho" touch'd to the ſoul 

by her Ranger, could not help indulging 
ſome levities which were inconſiſtent with 
his ſcheme of happineſs. —She turn d to folly, 
and became a wanton— this was the truth—angd 
a woman who might have been an orna- 
ment to her ſex, became—a mere actreſs. 
Ranger was inly chagrin'd at her defection 
from virtue, and ceas'd his cloſe attachment 
to her. Her pride, and all the tender mo- 
tions of her ſoul felt his defection.— She 
wept—ſhe rav*d—ſhe exclaim'd of broken 
you and violated troth, and, one evening, 
Os him in private, thus addreſſed 
| loved man. Mr. Ranger, I perceive 
=_ have forgot your. profeſs'd regard to 
me, in which I freely own I took the ut- 
moſt -pleaſure. Remember, Sir, what has 
paſs'd between us, and conſider if you have 
not committed, by this eſtrangement, an actof 
the greateſt injuſtice and barbarity. Had not 
my heart been totally your's, I might, you 
well know, have clos d with the offers of the 
duke of , or lord, and have made 

- my future days perfectly eaſy : But I deſpis'd 
-all che glitter and pomp. that was ſpread 
before me, in hopes, that at length we ſhould 
have been happy together. What? I ſup- 
poſe W. you think 1 wee taken ſome un- 
a War- 


of DAVID RANGER. 227 
warrantable liberties with my admirers, and 
are become captious upon it? But, do you 

eyer expect a. woman of ſpitit and ſeaiſe 
will be confin'd to your affectedly ſober 
maxims and notions ? No, Sir, aſſure yout- 
ſelf ſhe never will; and that, if you ſeek 
ſuch an one, you muſt go to the ſouthiern 
continent for her,. — for no ſuch will you find 
in the whole compaſs of the diſcover d 
globe. Think of the way of life Jam em- 


bark d in, with you; how advantageous it 


is that the town has conceiv'd ſuch an opi- 
nion of me, and has contracted ſuch a hk- 
ing to me, and be content, amidſt alt the 
follies I am oblig'd to ſuffer, with reigning 
ſole monarch of my heart, without à rival, 
and reaping the profits of this favourable 
prepoſſeſſion. I can ſee. and feel the in- 
noxious flies ſwarming about me, without 
ſuffering detriment either in mind or per- 
ſon. The careſſes of a fop, and the blan- 
diſnments of a peer, are alike my diver- 
ſion; but never engage a ſerious thought. 
How can you frown upon me ſo, my Kan- 
ger, I deſerve your affection, and you are 
the moſt ungrateful among men if you do 
not. give it me without reſerve! Ranger, 
after looking at her, in a kind of ſurprize, 
made her the following reply. Perhaps, 
1 I might very eaſily, and with little 

L 3 trouble, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— —— 


it, and I have no objeRion to your” perfor! 
which is it lovely, and 1 wiſh your min 
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trouble, contra ſome new obligations to 


you, and the diſcharge of the duties of ma-. 
trimony with Miſs Amable would not be 
very difficult upon her principles; but, 
fince you ſeem to be very Jax in your no- 
tions thereof, I will give you my open feri- 


timents, at onee, that, by feeing how dif- 


ferent they are from your o, you may no 
longer fruitleſsly wiſh that union betwixt 
us, that I once, too precipitately, I confeſs, 
mdulg*d my tFonghts in hkewiſe. What- 
ever has paſs*'d between us, was of a nature 
rather to increaſe fondneſs, than to ſmother 


correſponded with it. That it does not, 1 
am ſure, may be gathered ffom the manner 
of your expreſſion, with regard to the pro- 


poſals of the duke of ——— and lord; 


cloſing with which, you ſay, would have 


made you peffeftly ea). What muſt I think 
of a woman who could be perfelih rafy with 


fools, ſots and fops, however dignified, 
earning the wages of the vileſt, and moſt 
Joathſome proſtitution? 1 muſt own, you 
quite frighten'd me, and I could hardly be 


| dieve my ears. When your ſenſe of that 
Miſerable condition ſhould become more 
feeling, we ſhould have reaſon to ſay, as 


Pope does of a certain dutcheſs, 


Her 
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Her grandeur but ufurps ber outward part; 
She fighs, and is no dutcheſs—at her $0 IF 


Where is virtue flown—where- is chaſtity 
baniſhed, that from thoſe lips, form'd' to 
breath enchanting melody, ſuch ſounds 
could ifſue ? Truly, if this is becoming a 
woman of ſenſe and ſpirit - To be confin'd 
my effetedly ſober notions, would be mu 


more-eligibie to her, than the liberties ſuch _ 


ſenſe and ſpirit allow. It is true, very true, 
have inly mourn'd the liberties I have ſeen 
you take, and the freedoms that your have 
ſuffered to be taken with you, which ſoon 
brought me to a concluſion in the premiſes; 
and as to the advantages you mention, they 
will be as much reap'd, if we continue in 
our preſent conditions, as if united; tho?, 
aon. yourſelf, I never did, nor ever will. 
make mſelf ſuch a ſlave to the ohtaining 
money, as to forfeit my honour and good 
ſenſe for it. The ſwarm, you mention, 
who ſo ſurround. you, you ſay, cannot de- 
triment your mind or perſon ; but, take my 
word for it, madam, they have already 
tainted the former; and that the latter is 
in great danger, if already ravages have not 
been committed upon it, which tho naw, 
not being ſo intimately concern'd, I can 
think of without emotion; yer, were you 

- KS OP mine, 


8 
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mine, would make me the moſt miſerable. 
wretch breathing, and would end in a moſt 
miſerable cataſtrophe. I am not one of 
thoſe men, that can bear to ſee the tablet of 
his foul all foul'd and blotted—no,—and con- 
ſequently ſhould be a very improper huſ- 
band for a lady of ſenſe and ſpirit. The 
Profeſſion we follow, tho' I have endea- 
voured to reform it, and I hope I have ſue- 
ceeded ; this profeſſion, I fay, does no 
doubt admit of ſome liberties that cuſtom 
has given a ſanction to; but believe it, 
madam, if. you had continued as my fond 
wiſhes deſir d, and we had ty'd the indiſ 
foluble knot, my love, tenderneſs and do 
licacy would have immediately induced me 
to take you from the further exhibition of 
_ thoſe perfections, thoſe beauties in publick, 
which I ſhould think alone form'd for my 
enjoyment, ſolace and comfort. The wo- 
man that would ſecure my heart, that would 
rivet my affections to her, muſt think juſt- 
ly, act wiſely and prudently, and be ca- 
pable of filling her ſtation with dignity, 
and--mingled caſe. When cares oppreſs 
me- when the affairs of life have ſour'd 
her huſband's temper one look, one glance, 


f . of her gear inſpiring eyes, ſhould ſuffice to 


chaſe all anxjety away z—one accent of her 


Loothinge. melogious voice to tune my ſoul 
a to 


2 
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to harmony. I ſhuujd make all poſſible at 
lowance for human frailties; but I think 
myſelf ſo form'd to conſtitute the ha ppineſs 


of ſuch a woman, to be ſo diſpos'd. to do 
it; that ſhe could meet with little to iter - 


* 


rupt the ſerenity of her temper, to ruffle 
her mind. In ſuch a ſtate, what expreſſions 
are adequate to my ſenſe of the tranſport 
ng bliſs we ſhould enjoy, pa 


Happy, ha nf..." 

Who * lh = other's eaſe, . 
Worthy of each other's care ! 

For her, each gladſome morn ſhould " 

Grey een, replete with bliſs retire ; 

Thoſe graces I ſhould ne'er forſake, 

But ſtill to falt'ring age admire...  '* © 

Ever the ſame, no diſcord ſhould decreaſe 

Our ſmiling extacy—celeftial peace; 

Politeneſs ſmooth, and decency ſnould ſway, 

Our thoughts, our acts, ad: reaſon's forces 

ful ray 


But to make theſe del ights pe magst ag 


and ſincere, my dear 3 the huſband 


and wife mult fix their fouls uppn each o- 
ther alone. The eye muſt not be ſuffered 


to wander, nor the heart to pant, after other 


enjoyments. ——And,, if Providence bleſs 
en e the greateſt. put of 


MS theis- 
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their time, that is not engag'd in the ne- 
ceſſary buſineſs of life, ſhoutd be dedicated 
to form the young plants, well watered by 
the dew of their parents affection, and to 
make them copies of their own good qua- 
* hities, and uſeful and ſerviceable to man- 
kind, which is the end for which the de- 
Ightful, the tranſporting commetee between 
the ſexes, for which holy matrimony was 
ordained. Religion, princi le, then, muſt 
be concomitants, and neceflary ones, how- 
ever unfaſhionable, in ſuch an union, there 
_ muſt be a conſcience made in theſe matters, 
and a fear of offending the Divine Being, 
by offending againſt juſtice, equity an 
truth. Thus adorn'd, the cloſe of life 
would be as agreeable as the commencement 
of love, and juſtify the aſſertiohs of that 
old, but fenfible ſong, which 1 always 

efteem'd more than all. Jour cantatas bo 
watbling Tralian ; 


"Tis the pleafing nn f wack F 
The bf blefgs that youth could hej 
be Joys of pat pleaſure and ne; | 
Dee beſt of aur bleſſings below : 
- Bip then would perpetually — 
By riviving ſurb raptares as theſe”; 
And u turrent of fondneſs would flow, , 
au ng ar — not freeze. - 


Now, | 
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Now, dear madam, as you are not form'd, 
or if you was form'd, are perverted to no- 
tions diametrically oppoſite to my ſcheme 
of happineſs, we can no more think of 
joining hands together: But I ſhall ever 
deſire to ſee you eaſy, and as happy as your 
turn of mind will admit; and tho? I ceaſe: 
to be your admirer, will always continue” 
your friend, * 0 


* a — 
—— — — — _ — — ⏑— A... * — — ——— 
TS — 


CHAP. XL nien 
Miſt Amiable's amazement. Her reſentment. 
 —Pryudices Ranger's charafter —He re- 
cerves melancholy tidings from Ireland. 
His behaviour thereon. —Oppreſs'd with far- 
row. His reflexions. ——Confolations of 
M*Kenzie and his noble friends — An un- 

expected fight, and ſtrange adventure. 


HE poor, love: ſick, indiſcreet fair 
one, who, during this whole anſwer, 
had never dar'd to look the ſpeaker in the 
face, and whoſe boſom had throb'd and 
heav'd with various ſtruggling paſfions, was, 
at the cloſe of it, ſo actuated with reſent- 
ment, that words could find no paſſage for 
a reply to ſuch reaſonable cogent argu- 


ments; thrice the eflay'd to Tpeak; in'waiti;} 
TIE and 


228 The JuvENILE ADveNTUREs 


and- as often turn'd her eyes upon Ranger, 
full of flame, and her face redning with 
paſſion, That gentleman, ſincerely. pity- 
log the neceſſity he had found himſelf un- 
der to wake her up to ſuch diſorder, to put 
all her female artillery upoh the tilt, look'd 
mildly at her, and cry'd—Pray, dear Miſs, 
don't be ſo mov'd—1 declare I thought, 
from your late behaviour, that nothing had 
| Power to put you into ſo ſerious, ſo thought- 
ful a mood. —Come, let us live in Platonic 
friendſhip together ; but think no more of 
matrimony. . Lou, continue to poſſeſs that 
freedom of ſpirit you are fo fond ef, whilſt 
I enjoy my more ſerious turn of mind; but 
we can contribute greatly to each other's 
happineſs, and we will never hazard ſtrife, 
noiſe, and diſſenſion, for the mere name of 
man and wife, for the ill-natur'd pleaſure 
of other folks, who may perceive we are 
ty'd together without love, diſcretion or ſi- 
wilarity.. This good- natur'd exhortation 
had the contrary effect to what Ranger in- 
tended, it only added confuſion to — 
e gleam'd upon him a vindictive 
look, and, unable ſtill to ſpeak, ruſh'd by 
| Kit, and flew into another apartment, the 
tears ſtaming from her eyes, and her ſtays 
ready to burſt with the ſwell of choler and 
paſſion. that diflended her. Her natural 
F 9 
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pride, tho, which was extreme, ſoon ſtep'd 


in to her aid, ſhe rav'd, for ſome time, like 


a fury—curs' d the perjur'd Ranger —herſelf 

—exclaim'd of pertidy, broken vows, and 
cruelty ; lamented her deſtiny in tragick 
ſtrain, and moſt tragically reſolv'd to be re- 
veng'd of the deſtroyer of her peace, and 


the contemner of her charms. The dag- | 


ger, or the fatal bow], were inſtrumenis 
ſhe had no notion of employing on this oc- 
caſion ; no, it was a far more miſchievous 
weapon; it was the invenom'd tongue, 
. which” convey'd, at every tea-table, the moſt 
ſcandalous accounts of Mr. Ranger's levity 
and inconſtancy, and greatly prejudic'd him, 
in the opinion of the ladies particularly. 
She was believ'd by many in reality, and 
many that did not believe her, ſeemed to 
d being aſham'd of being leſs cenſorious 
than their — «ein In ſhort, he was re- 
duc'd to combat her aſſertions with expla- 
nations and diſcuſſions that were diſa- 
greeable to him, and he loſt the affections 


of many of his old 2 195 ſo true it is, | 
that | we | 1 


Farth bas no rape, bike 3 to 1 ur, 
Nor bell a fury lite a woman ſcorn "a 


However, Mr. Ranger confol'd himſelf 
with the thought of his having eſcap dag 
union wich ſuch a temper, and thought her 

ä flan- 


230 The JUVENILE ADVENTURES 


ſlander infinitely preferable to her love. 
Upon this occaſion, however, they parted 
at the concluſion of the ſeaſon, and never 

more trod the ſtage together. Meantime 
he receiv*d letters from land: with which 
he had regularly and piouſly correſponded, 
and the father and uncle were ſo punctual, 
that Ranger had had the ſatisfaction every 
ten or twelve days of hearing from them, 
and of relating to them all that occur'd to 
him. His father had, for ſome time, com- 
plain'd of his decay of health, which gave 
Ranger moſt exquiſite pain, and he had, at 
length, perſuaded the worthy old gentleman 
to attempt a voyage to England, there to 
end his days in his beloved and deſerving 
fon's arms, leaving his affairs at Tulla to a 
faithful domeſtick, who was beloved by 
both of them for his aſſiduity and affection. 
He was full of the pleaſing expectation of 
his ſpeedy arrival, and for that purpoſe had 
provided a houſe, intending to leave lord 
Bertram's, and to begin family management 
and oeconomy, and that he and his father 
ſhould live together with the greater com- 
modity, when he received a packet” from 
his uncle, which, having opened, he read 
the following lines trembling, with appre- 
hkenſion, at every word he peruſed, from a 
übe of the firſt. : 


- * 
TY 
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My dear Davy, 2 | 


GOK father, my dear brother, arriv'd 
ſix weeks paſt, ſo very ill, that I per- 
ſuaded him to repoſe himſelf, and not go 
over by the packet that brings this, but to 
ſtay for the ſucceeding opportunity. He 
had, as, you know he has for this twelve- 
month paſt inform'd us, a very bad aſthma- 
tick diſorder, which was now, it ſhould ſeem, 
increaſed to ſuch an height as to threaten 
the worſt conſequences. Per firſt opportu- 
nity I wrote to Dr. Sherridan, his old phy- 
ſician at Cort, who was ſoon over with us, 
and after he had examined his patient, told 
me privately, he was not long for this 
world; for indeed his tite was totally 
gone, and he had no breath, if he reclin'd 
ever ſo little; ſo that we were oblig'd to 
keep him in an upright poſture continually. 
We had a conſultation of the beſt phyſi- 
cians'in Dublin for his relief, but they were 
all of Sherridan's opinion, and gave him 
over: It became neceſſary to tell him the 
dreadful tidings, which he receiv'd, like a 
man ſick of this world, and prepar'd for a 
better; and the firſt uſe he made of the in- 
telligence, was, with great pain, to write 
the incloſed to you. His behaviour, in hig 
laſt moments, was edifying to every body 
\ ut 


have to Sive, 


| 
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about him, and he expir'd in a truly chriſ- 


tian manner. Three days ſince we arriv'd 
from his interment at Cork, where we laid 
him in the fame vault with my ſiſter and. 
my niece, I ſpared no expence in the fu- 
neral, as knowing, were you upor the ſport, 
you would. chuſe to pay all poſſible regard 
to his remains in this laſt act of duty. I 
hope God will comfort you under this ſad 
viſitation - you can ſuggeſt better reaſons to 
overcome your grief than I can furniſh. 1 
ſhall] take care of all affairs at Tulla and elſe- 
where, in the beſt manner, for your intereſt, 
and am, waiting any inſtructions you may 


My dear Davy, f $! 3 " * x 
Your » moſt affelionat hinjman, - 


| Taro. 2 


Dablin, &c. 


Tr1s unexpected blow, juſt on the point 
of his expectation of every day ſeeing this 
valued parent, had a moſt ſudden and baleful 
effect upon Ranger. Indeed he, like a man 


of ſenſe, forbore, after the firſt ſhock, to 


ſhew, by the weeping eye, or the ſpeech of 
woe, to declare the painful fituation of his. 


ſoul, But well might he ſay, _ 2 


_— "» 
4 — My 
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—My grief lies all within, 


And thoſe external manners of lament, 
Are nothing to the unſ en, tort'ring ſorrow 
That reigns, deſpotic, o'er my lab ring ſoul 3 


For he laid it ſo to heart, that he forbore 
all company, ſhut himſelf up to brood over 
his — 1 for days together, and even 
the ſociety of lord Bertram and M*Kenzie 
was become diſtaſteful. It was near a month 
before he had courage to open his poor dear 
father's letter, and when he did, finding the 
following affectionate W 1 6. he redoubled 
* lamentations. 


F Deareſt, deareſt and moſt eftcemed Child! 


HE hour of my leaving this mortal 
ſpot is haſtening to me; and I, that 
ſo lately flattered myſelf with the comfort 
of ſeeing ſoon the beſt of ſons, ſhall be no 
more being bound upon a long—long ' 
voyage—tho", I truſt, with ſuch a prepara- 
tion, as will ſupport me thro* the gloomy 
way, to light, to life and bliſs. Do not, 
my dear Davy, afflict yourſelf—you loſe in- 
deed a parent that loves you; but you muſt 
ſubmit to the will of Providence, whoſe 
help is all-ſufficient, and who, I pray fer- 
vently, will pour the balm of comfort and 
| conſolation over your mind.—Some years” 

| hence 


\ 
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hence tho' late may it be—it will be thy 
lot to tread the fame dark vale, and I con- 
fidently believe to join thy rejoicing pa- 
rents, and all thoſe dear ſaints, whoſe loſs 
we have ſo mourn'd. Continue, my dear 
ſon, thy attachment to thoſe principles of 
virtue and honour which you have ſo ami- 
ably all your life profeſſed, and which, I 
now feel, will, in the conſciouſneſs of them, 
be the only ſupport, when the catching 
breath is parting- hen the hollow eye diſ- 
tinguiſnes objects but faintly, and when 
the fleeting ſoul is ſtruggling to get from 
its decayed and frail abode, to its kindred 
ſkies: I wiſh—Oh! why do I ſtill com- 
plain—that I had once more ſeen thee be- 
fore I die—but, alas! *tis now impoſſible 
Thou joy of my life !—thou ſupport of 
my age } may our mercifu] and kind Crea- 
tor ſhed thedew of his bleſſings upon thee! 
Wherever thou art, may his light ſhine 
thro'ꝰ thee and make thee better and wiſer 
every hour thou liveſt. All thy worldly 
concerns I have ſafely repos'd with thy 
uncle, whoſe goodneſs to me. in this laſt 


trial, call for all my acknowledgments, and 

all thy gratitude. Adieu! adieu! receive 

the bleſſing of thy dying, yet ſtill moſt ten- 

der, and moſt affectionate father, 

| RiCHARD RANGER; 
Theſe 


J DAVID RANGER. 235 
Theſe lines recalled to his memory all the 
afflictions of his life—his mother—liſter— 
Sopbia-—Mr.-Birch—all paſs'd in melancho- 
ly review before him.—This laſt loſs was in- 


deed moſt grievous—he comforted himſelf 
with the hopes, however, of their deſer- 


ving, as much as human creatures cquld, a 
future. ſtate of bleſſedneſs—lifting up his 


hands, and caſting up bis tearful eye—he 


frequently exclaim'd—with great fervency, 


If there is a power above ts, 
And that there is, all nature cries aloud, 


Thro' all ber works, be muſt delight in virtee, 


And ibat whith be delights in muſt bu happy: \ 


M*Kenzjie moſt ſincerely participated in his 
friend's forrows, and, with lord and lady 
Zeriram, did and ſaid all they could to con- 
ſole him. They repreſented the virtues 


and integrity, the uſeful life of his father, 


and the great preſumption there was, that 


he was in a tate of happineſs and blifs, and 


inſiſted upon many other topicks that very 
readily occur to thoſe . who give comfort, 
and have loſt great part of their force upon 
thoſe minds that are harrow'd with grief 
and misfortune. Nothing ſo eaſy as to give 
advice and conſolation; nothing more dif- 
ficult than to recal the oppreſſed mind to 

rel:ſh ſuch arguments. In ſhort, time by 
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ſelf-· conſideration are the only remedies, and 
theſe in ſome months operated with their 
_ uſual efficacy upon Mr. Ranger, who was 
cur'd of the habit of poring over his fa- 
ther's memory, with too much intenſeneſs, 
tho' he ſtill, at proper times, preſerv'd his 
image in his remembrance with a pious re- 
troſpection; and, indeed, he ſometimes in- 
dulg'd himſelf in a melancholy walk, with 
a profeſſed deſign to recolleft and review 
'over the paſſages of his life, and contem- 
plate the dear perſons he had loſt, mingling 
tears with his reflections. For a twelve- 
month paſt, Leonora and her ſpouſe had 
been in France, agreeable to the dictates of 
her rambling humour; for Lotbario was fo 
fond a huſband that he complied with all 
her deſires. Every day, for ſome time, 
they had been expected in Exgland, at their 
houſe in Grofvenor-Square ; =a about two 
days after their arrival, lord and lady 
Bertram, Ranger and M. Kerzie, together 
went there to pay their reſpects to them 
with the A affection — cordiality. 
She fhewed great joy in the fight of Ran- 
ger, and they both received M*Kenzie as the 
friend of a man they fo ſincerely valued. 
A tte a lite converſation enſued, wherein _ 
Leonora diſplay'd her humour and vivacity, 
in relating the incidents that had befallen 


them, 
| 
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them, during their abode in France. A- 
mongſt others, ſhe told them the following 
adventure, which was confirm'd by Lotha- 
rio. „ 

WIEN we return'd from a tour we had 
made to Montpelier, we left the direct road, 
with la view to the enjoyment of the plea- 
ſures the country yielded, at the moſt love- 
ly ſeaſon of the year; and being at a little 
country village, ſome forty miles diſtant 
from the city we had left, and having no 
recommendation to any of the neighbour- 
ing nobility, we took up our quarters at an 
inn, pretty late in the evening, where the 
firſt thing we were inform'd of, was, that 
a0 Engliſh gentleman, who arriv'd from the 
count de Secbelles's, about eight leagues fut- 
ther, had been ſuddenly taken ill, and was 
then in the pangs of death; we ſoon learn'd 
his name and quality of his ſervant, which, 
you may depend upon it, when you are ac- 
quainted with, you have, Mr. Ranger, ſome 
knowledge of, but, ſeeing him ſtare, you 
ſhall not khow it for a ſmall ſpace, at leaft 
till I have done my ſtory. Another ſer- 
vant had immediately been ſent to his lady, 
who was left at the count's, to bring her 

over to the inn, as the ſurgeon of the vil- 
lage declared he would not live twenty-four - 
hours, and ic was impoſſible, by a litter, 
N or 
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or any ſuch conveniency, to l him 
to that nobleman's, We were greatly con- 
cern'd that his lady did not arrive before he 
died; and when he had breath'd his laſt, 
the other ſervant was diſpatch'd upon the 
ſame errand, whilſt Lotkario, with his ac- 
cuſtomed goodneſs, determined to ſtay in 
the houſe till her arrival, and to take _ 
of the effects the deceas d had about him, 
which were conſiderable, in caſh and jew- 
els. Two days paſs'd, and no intelligence 
from the count's, when the ſecond meſſen- 
ger arriv'd, with tidings that his lady had 
ſet out immediately, with his fellow-ſervant, 
and it was ſuppoſed would be, even long 
before he could return, arrived at the vil- 
lage. Soon after the count himſelf came 
over, with a great retinue, and appeared 


greatly amazed that the lady was not there. 


He was an elderly gentleman, of great ho- 
nour and probity, and ſeemed to have been 
a relation of the deceaſed. He return'd us 
thanks for the generous concern we had 
ſhewn in this air and invited us to. his 
villa; for it was impoſſible to accommo- 
date both our retinues in the ſame inn, and 
he determin'd to remove the body there alſo, 
till he could procure tidings of the lady, for 
whom he expreſs'd much eſteem, and we 
all feared ſome fatal accident had happened 


*. 
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to her and her convoy: But, upon recol- 
jection, we all imagin'd ſome villainy in the 
latter, who was the deceaſed's gentleman, as 
the count ſaid, he had ſaid nothing to him 


or the lady of the ſickneſs of his maſter; 8 


but only intimated, that it was his lord's 
deſire to ſee her, and that ſhe ſhould join 
him. Again, we could not help thinking, 


that ſuch a concealment might ariſe from - 


tenderneſs to his lady, and fear of ſurpriz- 
ing her; and thus, at length, we had no- 
thing but uncertainty in our conjectures, 
We atriv'd then, at the count's, where we 
were received and entertain'd with a prince- 
ly ſplendor and hoſpitality, whilſt ſervants 
were diſpatched every way to get, if poſ- 
ſible, intelligence of the lady and her con- 
ductor, and preparations were making for 
the interment of the deceaſed. Many of 
theſe meſſengers return'd, after a fruitleſs 
ſearch, when one day, and the ſixth after 
her loſs, the count and Lothario having 
taken a tour of near twenty miles, to an e- 
ſtate belonging to the count's brother, and 
were returning pretty late, by the ſide of a 
wood, they heard ſeveral doleful groans, as 
of a perſon under ſome pain and diſtreſs, 
tho', by the hoarſeneſs of the voice, they 
could not form a judgment whether it was 
that of a man or a woman. They gene- 


. rouſly 


F wr nes war”. — 
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rouſly reſolved, however, as they were ſuf- 
ficiently arm'd, to follow the ſound, which 
did not appear to be at a very great dil- 
tance; and after about à quarter of an 
hour's briſk riding, and diligent ſearch, 
they diſcovered, to their great aſtoniſhment, 
a female, almoſt naked, who was lying 
upon the ground, and ſeemingly-incapable 
to move, her hair diſhevelled, and bloody 
marks upon her face, neck and. hands. 
Upon the ruſtling they made in their ap- 
proach, having alighted at ſome paces from 
this miſerable object, ſhe-lifred up her dy- 
ing eyes, and, ſeeing the count, cry'd, Ah! 

my lord! how happy am I, that you are 
come to my reſcue before I breathe my laſt. 
— Here ſhe fainted, whilſt the count, at 
once, recollected the very lady, about whom 
vue had been in ſo much in diſtreſs. They flew 

to her aſſiſtance, and found ſhe was bound 
to the ſtump of a tree with ſtrong cords, 
which alſo confin'd her hands, and were 
- ſome time before they could unlooſe her, 
and bring her to herſelf; when, not trou- 
| bling her with enquiries, in her preſent con- 
dition, they got her up before the count, 
and gently brought her home, where | re- 
ceiv'd her with ſincere affliction, and ſhe 
was put to bed, not a word being uttered 
about her dead huſband, who was next day 


in- 
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interr'd in the adjacent church, being of the 
religion of the country, with great funeral 
pomp and ſolemnity, all of us attending his 
obſequies. In about a week, contrary to 
all our fears, the dear lady ſhewed ſome 
ſigns of her reſtoration to life, and in ano- 
ther week was perfectly recovered; and 
then, in the moſt prepared way, we told 
her of the late cataſtrophe, at which ſhe 
ſhewed a decent and becoming ſorrow ; for 
it ſeems ſhe had been married to him againſt 
her conſent, and therefore could not have that 
lively affliction which otherwiſe ſhe would 
have felt. Soon afterwards we had the ſtory 
of her late diſtreſs, which was indeed ſtrange 
and affecting. Her deceaſed lord and her- 
ſelf were natives of Ireland, from whence 
his ill ſtate of health had brought them to 
the ſouth of France, and to the houſe of 
Sechelles, to whom, by the female line, he 
was related, When. his gentleman, as be- 
fore obſerved, was ſent for her, he rode 
with her for near four days and an half out 
of the main road, to her great uneaſineſs, 
and thro* ſuch bye places and woods, that 
| the was quite terrified, under pretence of 
taking the neareſt route, never baiting but 
at the byeſt cabarets and cottages ; but, 
upon his arrival in the thickeſt part of the 
wood, in which ſhe was found, he took her 
Vol. II. M off 
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off her horſe, declared that he had long ſe- 
cretly pin'd to enjoy her, and that, on that 
ſpot, he would forfeit life and every thing, 
but he would execute his helfiſh purpoſe; 
adding, inſolently, my lady, I know you 
can't love your huſband, he's older than 
you, by far, and therefore the relief I can 
give you, I don't doubt will be agreeable to 
* you, He then attempted to fling her down, 
and maugre all her reſiſtance, and her rend- 
ing the air with her cries, would inevitably 
have ſucceeded, when three horſemen came 
to the ſpot, upon which, turning round, 
and taking his piſtols from his holſters, he 
Rood upon his defence, and a ſkirmiſh en- 
fuing, e had the ſatisfaction to ſee him 
fall,” by a mot thro? his villainous heart. 
Bur ber condition was rather worſe now 
than before, and theſe deſperadoes ſoon 
prov'd themſelves to be greater brutes 
than the wretch they had ſlain, and that 
Plundering unwary paſſengers was their oc- 
cupation. They ſtripp'd her of her watch, 
rings, and other valuable jewels, which ſhe 
had incautiouſly about her, and caſt lots 
who ſhould firſt lye with her; to all which 
dreadful preparative ſhe was a diſtracted 
witneſs ; but ſome . quarre] enſuing about 
it, two of them fought, one of whom was 
killed, and the other ſo diſabled, that he 


— 
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was not able to move. The remaining ruf- 
lan, leſs concern'd about the fate of his 
companions than the gratification of his vile 
purpoſes, now followed her eagerly; for, 
during the combat, ſhe had courage remain- 
ing ſufficient to take to her heels, and en- 
deavour to eſcape, and had actually, almoſt 
dead with terror and apprehenſion, got to 
a conſiderable diſtance before ſhe was over- 

taken ; ; when the wretch us'd every means 
in his power to overcome her efforts of de- 


fence againſt violation, giving her, with- 


out mercy, many cruel blows, which at laſt . 
depriv*d her of ſtrength, and bound her in 
the manner ſhe was diſcovered ; but as Pro- 
vidence was pleas'd to ſee proper, before he 
could proceed to the laſt ſtage of his vil- 
lainy, he heard the trampling of the count 
and Lotbario's horſes, and, ſuſpecting a pur- 
ſuit, took to flight, and left her to the ge- 
nerous relief ſhe received from thoſe gentle- 
men, to whom ſhe expreſſed her gratitude 
in the warmeſt and moſt engaging terms. 
Upon ſearch three bodies were found in the 
wood, which were diſpoſed of in the uſual 
manner. As the reaſon of her ſtaying in 
France was now obviated by the death of 
her.huſband, ſhe determined to return with 
us to Paris, and from thence to England, 
| which we were about to reviſit, and we em- 
| M 2 braced 
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| braced the offer of her agreeable company, 
with the greateſt avidity, with which we 
have been ever ſince delighted, and you'll 
excuſe me, gentlefolks, that I have ſo long 
kept you from paying your reſpects to a 
lady whoſe preſence will charm you, and 
the ſight of whom, I know, will, in a moſt 
particular manner, oblige my dear Ranger. 
So ſaying, ſhe left the apartment, and, in 
twenty minutes, return'd with her fair fel- 
low traveller, and the company advancing 
to ſalute her Ranger fell back ſome paces, | 
in the greateſt amazement, lifting up his 
hands and eyes, and, indeed, all the com- 
pany were little leſs aſtoniſh' d, when they 
_ diſcover*d in her face the features of rhe a- 
miable Miſs MA Carthy, or lady O Hara. 


= EY 
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CHAP. XII. 


Mutual civilities between the company. Lady 
O Hara relates her ſtory.— Slate of ber af- 

fairs. —She returns to Ireland, —Ranger 
writes to bis uncle about his Iriſh concerns. 


HEN their wonder was ſomewhat 
abated, Ranger, without any ſcru- 


ple, or reſerve, folded his arms around her, 
| an 
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and ſaid, this is indeed unlook*'d for hap- 
pineſs—and ſoftly to her—my heart's belt 
darling, once more to behold thee !—She 
receiv'd their careſſes with a becoming de- 
cency, tho* joy flaſh'd in thoſe eyes that 
had long been clouded with diſappointment 
and misfortune. Lord Bertram and his la- 
dy put in for a ſhare in the welcome to 
their old viſitor, and ſhe received M* Kenzie 
with abundance' of complacent kindneſs. 
. Ah! cry*d Ranger, when they were a little 
compos'd, and had taken their ſeats, what 
| misfortunes this dear lady has met with! 1 
deplore them; tho', perhaps, to the laſt 
we 1 the ſupreme pfeaſure of her com- 

There was ſomewhat ſo providen- 
My in the accident, that I cannot help ex- 
preſſing my wonder at it! Why, indeed, 
ſays lord Bertram, the maze of the moſt fi. 
niſh*d romance will ſcarce furniſh a ſtranger 
occurrence, and I can't help thinking, my 
lady and you will excuſe me, that Provi- 
dence ordain'd it ſhould be ſo, to reward 
you both, by an union with each others 
virtues, after ſo long a trial, by abſence, of 
your conſtancy —1 think, I read in both 
your eyes, that Mr. Ranger, and his ſiſter, 
are not diſpleaſed with what I ſay. Lady 
O Hara bluſh'd, and reply'd, Ah! my lord 
—you will be unlucky enough to put us in 
M 3 mind 
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mind of our former rambles, in which, I 
can't help ſaying, I enjay*'d ſome of the 
moſt pleaſing moments of my life. Ma- 
dam, M*Kenzie broke in, I never knew a 
air whoſe tempers and diſpoſitions ſeem'd. 
ſo ſvitable as your's and Mr. Ranger's. — 
No, Leenora join'd, nor a pair who were ſo 
true and conſtant to each other—if it had 
not been for that conftancy—I believe 
don't you-be angry, my dear—looking at 
her huſband——1 ſhould have ventur'd to 
have told him formerly, how much I ap- 
prov'd his perſon and behaviour, Very. 
well, madam, return'd Lotbario—all this 
before my face too—tho* indeed all muſt, 
ſee Mr. Ranger with your eyes; —you put 
me in mind of my poor friend Delanio :— 
Why, ſuch a ſpeech from his Maria, would 
ſend him out a wanderer in woods and de- 
ſarts. They all ſmil'd at this memento, 


which occaſion'd Ranger to aſk Lothario,, 


when he heard from that amiable couple? 


—He replied, that, about two months ſince, 
he receiv'd a letter from him, at Paris, that 
they were both well, and, as far as he could 
conjecture, Delanio had not been infected 
with his old diſorder ſince; but that the 
worthy Mr. Carr had paid his laſt debt to 
nature. Pity it is, cry d lady Bertram, that 
men of worth and honour were not im- 

| mortal 
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mortal—tho* I am going too far, upon re- 
collection; for immortality of fleſh and 
blood, would include an immortality of 
the pains and diſquiets incident to our frame 
and fituation—dreadful thought !——But 
hereafter, freed from all the preſſures, all 
the appetites and paſſions of earthly_crea- 
tures, immortality will be immortality in- 
deed! Theſe ſerious reflexions led them in- 
to a very grave diſcourſe, which recalling 
ſeveral mournful incidents to the minds of 
Ranger and M*Kenzie, not unnoticed by 
lord Bertram, he chang'd the ſubject, by 
ſaying, Lady O Hara has no doubt met 
with ſome occurrences that are worth pe- 
lating, if we can perſuade her to oblige us 
with them, ſince. her being loſt to her Ran. 
ger and the world ;—we are all acquainted 
with her hiſtory from the time Mr. Ranger, 
left Limerick, and her in the arms of Sir 
Charles. . The lady bowing, with a modeſt 
bluſh on her cheeks, made this reply: M. 
lord, this much beloved and engaging com- 
pany may command any thing from me: 
My adventures have not been ſuch as will 
raiſe ſurprize, or gratify curioſity ; but à in 
them, perhaps, ſome things have occurred, 
which are not known to this circle of friends, 
and which will ſerve as a ſupplement to 
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Mr. Ranger's ſtory, I ſhall willingly oblige 
them with-my narration. 
' For near a twelvemonth after the laſt 


fight J had of Mr. Ranger, his image dwelt 


fo forceably upon my mind, that I became 
a moſt uneaſy, diſtracted creature—ſought 
out folitudes, where my mournful reflexions 
met with little interruption, and was, even 
to rudeneſs, unkind to my ſpouſe. But 
that gentleman continued to behave in fo 
even, ſo tender a manner to me, denying 
me no gratification I aſk'd, and indulging 
me even in thoſe habits that produced him 
diſcontent and uneaſineſs, that, at length, 
he conquered me to civility and friendſhip 
tho* it was impoſſible for him to awaken 
that love in his favour, which had been 
long before given, and was the juſt due of 
another. I endeavoured to put on a com- 
poſed and pleaſed countenance, 


Tho diſcontent ſat heavy on my heart, 


and we liv'd in great harmony. Meantime 


my ſordid uncle died, and was ſoon follow- 
ed by my; ſiſter, the latter of whom, who 
had been a, ſacrifice to avarice and caprice 
as well as myſelf, I moſt ſincerely lament- 
ed. My. father Sit. Juſtus, about half a 
year before we ſet out for France, paid us 
his firſt and only viſit; it was indeed a fa- 

tal 
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tal viſit to him, as well as, in concluſion, _ 
to his ſon-in-law; for they carous'd fo 
heartily, - that my father died at Limerick of 
a fever, and Sir Charles contracted the dif- 
order which brought us to France, where he 
breath'd his laſt. I mourn'd my father as 
a parent; but cannot ſay it was with that 
ſharpneſs of affliction that, had he been a 
kind, gentle and conſiderate father, I muſt 
have done. Indeed, his tyranny had made. 
me too unhappy to engage a grateful ſor- 
row. By his deceaſe I had near 6000 /. 
added to my fortune; tho*. the family e- 
ſtate went, with the.title, to a firſt couſin, 
who does honour to his name and deſcent. 
Soon after my aunt at Dublin alſo deceaſed. 
—She was a good woman, but died unla- 
mented by me. Her purſuing me to Eng- 
land, and the fatal event of my being ſeiz'd 
and carry*'d to Ireland, had obliterated all 
traces of affection from my mind towards 
her. In France little occurr'd to me; my 
huſband's ill ſtate of health kept me con- 
ſtantly about him, ſo that I made few ex- 
curſions; for he had ſo much engag'd me 
by his kindneſs and tenderneſs, that I paid 
him all the duty of a wife, and muſt ſay, I 
ſincerely mourn'd his death. My pleagd - 
furprize at meeting with that lady, after the 
fad event that befel me at the count de Se- 

M 5 chelles 5, 
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chelles's, was extreme—it brought into my 
mind the days of my happineſs, and that 
excellent man, bowing to Ranger, I found 
ſtill predominant in my boſom. By my 
huſband's death, I am miſtreſs of a jointure 
of 300 l. per annum, and he had in his will 
left me 80007. with his houſe at Limerick, 
and all his goods therein, and, ſince my ar- 
rival, I have diſpatched my orders to my 
agent to take care of my intereſt till my 
arrival. Theſe are all the incidents, my 
dear friends, that I can gratify you with, 
which, as I ſaid before, will ſerve as ſup- 
plementary anecdotes to thoſe former ad- 
ventures with which you are ſo well ac- 
quainted. Ranger, and the whole compa- 
ny return'd her thanks for her obliging con- 
deſcenſion, and they ſoon after prepar'd to 
leave Lothario's, and return home, when 
Cariſſa, addreſſing her fiſter, ſaid, my dear, 
J muſt rob you, for a few days, of lady 
© Hara, ſhe ſhall, I inſiſt upon it, accom- 
pany me home—by which J ſhall not only 
gratify myſelf with her company; but like- 
wiſe,” I am ſure, greatly oblige Mr. Ranger, 
and I fancy herſelf, by affording them an 
opportunity of private converſe with each 
other. Ranger bow'd—lady O Hara cour- 


teſy d—and Leonera having only a few 
merry objections to make, lady Beriram.took 


her 
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her in the coach, and they all return'd 
— * quite pleas'd and ſatisfied with their 
U | TY 119 99X39 

Tux next day lady Bertram was as good 
as her word, by leaving the two old lovers 
together, They ſat ſilent for ſome time, 
when Ranger, flinging his arms round her, 
proteſted the inexpreſſible ſatisfaction this 
renewal of their friendſhip gave-him, vow'd 
he never lov'd more ſincerely, and beg'd 
her to tell him if he was yet as dear to her 
as ever? She preſs'd him to her buſom, and 
reply'd, Yes, my dear Ranger, you have 
never been a day from my thoughts ever 
ſince the time I loſt you for ever—and till 
my lateſt moment—as long as ſenſe or re- 
flexion remains, you will inſpire this faith- 
ful breaſt with love and tenderneſs. | But 
why, my angel, return'd” Ranger, why do 
you make uſe of that dreadful phraſe, /of 
you for ever? Have I not recover'd you a- 
gain ? Does not my boſom beat with the 


ſame ardour, as when firſt I was captivated _ 


by your charms? Are we not both rich e- 
nough, and of diſpoſitions to conſtitute a 
profuſion of happineſs enough, to return to 
each others arms? Oh! my Molly, 1 feel 
you ſtill ſway every faculty of my ſoul l! 

My dear, the lady reply'd, my deareſt 

Davy, tho? raviſh'd. from you tho fore d 
9 to 
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to admit the embraces of a man I could 


barely eſteem—yet I know I have ſome 
Juſt pretences to your affection.— But can | 
think you will ever take to your arms, one 
who has loſt the delicacy of her beauty, and 


who has been ſubjected to the will of ano- 


ther? Can you love with ſincerity, and for 
ever dwell with a perſon who comes to you 
under ſo many diſadvantages ? No, my dear 
Davy, let ſome happy virgin win you to 
her. arms, where you may reap the firſt 
fruits of a fondneſs, that you may be ſure 
is all your own, untainted, and unadulte- 
rate, Let me, in obſcurity, retire and pray 
for your welfare, and not make the dan- 
gerous experiment of confining you to-thoſe 


embraces, which, perhaps, have loſt their 


power over you : And this, I know, were 
Ito take your hand, I ſhould expect a faith= 
ful conſtancy ; and that your infidelity, 
even in a ſingle inſtance, would break my 
heart. Fear no ſuch thing, Ranger reply'd, 


 —you are mine, and ſhall be mine, and 


once more I aſk your hand, and will not 
take a denial. After a great deal more of 


ſuch amorous parley, ſhe was perſuaded, 


and they mutually promiſed, upon her re- 
turn from Ireland, to complete the long'd 
for union; for, eager as they were, ſhe re- 
ſol vd to ſtick to chan: maxims of decorum 
* and 
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and decency, and to mourn for Sir Charles 
a whole twelvemonth, telling and convin- 
cing Kanger, that to ſhew any diſreſpect to 
her firſt huſband, would have an aſpect of 
levity and wantonneſs, that even he could 
not approve, as, if he lov'd her perſon, her 
reputation muſt be dear to him. At her 
deſire, Ranger now told her all his adven- 
tures from the time he laſt ſaw her, and af- 
terwards the ſtory of M*Kenzie, as briefly 
as poſſible. - She lamented the misfortunes 
ſhe heard with tears, and, in concluſion, 
faid, My deareſt Ranger, we ſeem indeed 
to be intended by heaven for each other : 
we have, ſince our feparation, been both of 
us unhappy in molt inſtances ; but J hope 
the remainder of our days will flow with - 
uninterrupted content, and the very re- 
membrance of all our ills will be obliterat- 
ed from our minds. Your affair with Leo- 
nora I forgive, and put it in balance againft 
my forc'd infidelity, and ſince you was ſo 
fincere as to relate it, I will never entertain 
the leaſt jealouſy on that head; beſide, I 
am very ſenſible ſhe is now entirely devoted 
to Lothario, and that ſhe is too much attach- 
ed to his merits, to occaſion me any farther 
uneaſineſs. When they had an opportuni- 
ty, ſhe imparted to Gariſſa and Leonora 
what had paſt, as he did to Bertram, Lo- 

tharia 
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thario and M*Renzie, who expreſſed the 
greateſt ſatisfaction at their reſolution, and 
ſincerely felicitated them on their approach- 
ing union. Ranger, tho" he long'd to ac- 
company her to Ireland, and could ſcarce 
fupport the thought of her venturing over 
alone, was ſo ſituated with regard to his 
engagements; that it was impoſſible for him 
to go with her; but, however, he and all 
their noble friends went with her ſeveral 
days, on her way to the place of her em- 
barkation in the veſſel ſhe took paſſage in, 
and by her Kauger wrote to his uncle, in 
anſwer to his latter on the late melancholy 
occurrence, giving him proper powers to 
tranſact his affairs, and recommending the 
mtereſt and accommodation of lady O Hara 
to him in every inſtance that fell within 
kis power, as a lady who was, in a very 
little ſpace, to be his near relation. The 
parting of the two lovers was very affect- 
ing, tears were ſhed on both ſide, ſhe ſet 
fail, and Ranger return'd to London, more 
enamour'd with each other than ever. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Receives letters from Ireland. Contents of 

them, —Dreadful . diſtreſs, and dangerous 
illneſß they occaſton. —He recovers. —Eretts 
aà monument, and writes an epilaph. 


ADV O Hara arrived ſafely at Dublin, 
and wrote to all her valued friends 
whilſt ſhe ſtaid there, which was near a 
month, and in her letters magnified the 
great ſervices old Mr. Ranger did her, and 
ſpoke largely of the genteel and affection- 
ate manner in which he treated her, which 
gave Davy infinite ſatisfaction, who longed 
for the elapſing of the tedious period that 
was to keep them aſunder, and formed in 
his mind the moſt enchanting ideas of fu- | 
ture bliſs. in the arms of his lovely O Hara. = 
— How wonderful is the conſtruction of the | 
human mind! That, notwithſtanding re- 
peated, and almoſt continual misfortunes 
and diſappointments, it ſtill braces itſelf 
up, ſtill becomes firm and collected, and 
ſtill the heart beats after new ſatisfactions, 
new enjoy ments: And let not the doctrine 
of thoſe philoſophers or divines, or whatever 
you pleaſe to call them, prevail, who in- 
culcate it, as a duty, to be entirely * ö 
rom 
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from this wicked world, to deſpiſe thoſe 
worlalings that beſtow thoughts at all upon 
it, and look forwards continually, with a 
pride and ſelf-ſufficiency of heart, not to 
be equalled in any other ſet of mortals, 
upon a certain angelick ſtate, where they 
are to have crowns, wings, harps and pſal-. 
teries; neglecting all the duties of this 
mortal life, which the wiſdom of the Cre- 
ator of the univerſe thought proper to place 
them in, and where the improvement, and 
not the burying, of their talent is expected 
from them: No, the noble, the reaſoning 
ſoul, ſpurns at misfortune, wreſtles with 
adverſity, ſtill hopes for, and endeavours 
after happineſs, in the ſtate allotted him, 
and by that ſhews his ſuperiority, the dig- 
nity of his mind, above the common herd, 
who, tho' they wear his ſhape and frame, 
are undoubtedly, when their mental powers 
are conſidered, a far inferior order of be- 
in . 
Sox months more lagg'd lowly away, 
under this longing expectation of our two 
lovers, and ſix months time ſerved to con- 
vince them, that they had not yet eſcaped 
from the ills of life. At a time when Ran- 
ger, ſupremely happy in his mind, in his 
fortune, ſecure of the applauſes and appro- 
wen of mankind, and whoſe boſom diſ- 

| tended. 
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tended with the idea of folding the beſt be- 


loved of her ſex in his warm embrace ; was 
eagerly expecting advices of her embarking 
at Dublin for England, and a ſummons to 
meet her at her landing; when his laſt let- 
ter, both from her and his uncle, flattered 
him with an account of her being in per- 
fect health: At this time arrived an expreſs, 
diſpatched for greater expedition, who deli- 
vered to Mr. Ranger a packet, encloſing 
two letters, the contents of which were as 
follow. 


My dearef Huſband, 


\ H! ſuffer me, for the firſt, and—for 
the laſt time, to uſe that endearing 
epithet A title that I was in earneſt ex- 
4 of ſoon giving you a right to: 
ut, thus ſevere is my fortune I mall 
never ſee you more Oh! my Davy, what 
can I ſay to ſtem the torrent of your grief? 
How ſhall J attempt to alleviate my 
own ?—My own—which, I confeſs, with 
terror—allows hardly any vacant moment 
to turn my mind to that preparation neceſ- 
ſary for the awful change I muſt ſhortly 
undergo ! Cut off, alas! in the prime of 
life, in the expectation of unbounded hap- 
pineſs, and certain to meet my fate with 
health, ſtrength, and all my reaſoning and 
cogitative 
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cogitative faculties- about me! Dreadful 
thought! But, leſs afflicting to me, as I 
cannot recolle& many particulars of my 
brief date, that can give me great pain in 
the reflection. If love to you be a crime, 
indeed, that muſt lie heavy upon me ; for, 
oh! I have loved you with a fondneſs of 
affection, that has allowed no place for any 
thing elſe in my breaſt : But are you not 
amiable? Are you not poſſeſſed of every 
lovely grace of perſon, every captivating 


| _ embelliſhment of ſoul? And can I mect 


with condemnation. for beſtowing all my 
thoughts upon ſuch an'all-accompliſhed ob- 
ject? No, and heaven will ſurely not place 
it to my account as a crime! This day ſe'n- 
night, my deareſt creature, on that unfor- 
tunate day, going, by the perſuaſion of 
your kind uncle, on a party of pleaſure to. 
- village not far from Dublin, and ſtepping 
out of the coach, I unfortunately fell, or 
rather ſlipped on one ſide, and he, endea- 
vouring to catch me, my left breaſt, with 

eat violence, ſtruck upon his head, and 
ey ſuch a dreadful contuſion, that I 
immediately fainted in his arms. We re- 
turned home, proper aſſiſtance was ſent for, 
and every thing that the ſkill of ſurgeons _ 
and phyſicians could adminiſter was pro- 
cured ; but, alas! my hurt was ſuch, that a 

6755 225 morti- 
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mortification has been the dreadful conſe- 


quence, and I am now pronounced within 


a few hours of my deceaſe, in that very 
ſame bed in which your dear father expired: 
In that very ſame bed your wife is deſ- 
tined to breathe her laſt !—Oh! my dear, 
full of the ſenſe of this unforeſeen, this 
ſhocking cloſe of all my fond expectations, 
ſurrounded by my weeping friends and do- 
meſticks, how can 1 attempt, and yet that 
is the intent of theſe lines, ro adminiſter 
comfort to you But I muſt—it is a duty 
incumbent upon me to beſeech you—nay 
to command you—to bear my loſs—grie- 
vous as I know it will be to you, with pa- 


tience and reſignation to the Divine will. 


By this prove that you love my memory 
By this prove yourſelf a chriſtian That 


you havg honoured me with a ſincere and 


conſtant. affe&ion, is now my pride and 
my conſolation ; but I cannot bear the 
thought of thoſe virtues being loſt to the 
world, upon my account, by which you are 
born to make ſo many perſons happy. Tho” 
in the future ſtate of exiſtence, there be no 


marrying, nor giving in marriage, yet 1 


fondly hope, that one of its ſupremeſt feli- 
cities will be the recognizing thoſe perſons 
who have been dear to us—innocently, vir- 
tuouſly dear to us; and that we ſhall both, 
. hereafter, 


- 
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hereafter, rejoice in bliſs together—toge- 
ther tread the heavenly courts together 
laud and bleſs the holy Creator of mankind 
—freed from all the faint, the unfaithful 
traces of mortal joys, of mortal diſquiets, 
Your uncle will tell you the contents of my 
will, which will be the laſt proof I can give 
you of my love, and my attachment to the 
beſt of men. Preſerve me, and barely pre- 
ſerve me, in your memory and accept the 
warm wiſhes for your health, happineſs and 
proſperity, of your departing, yer fond and 
tender wite, and faithful friend, 
Maxy OHara. 
I would ſay, RANGER [ 


hd 4 Davy, 


Count myſelf the unhappieſt man breath- 
thing, that I muſt be ever the imparter 
of ſad and diſtreſsful tidings to you; You 
ſent me a preſent, in lady 'O Hara, that en- 
gaged more of my affection than any one 
of her ſex ever did. I joyed in the thought 
of your being united together—and, vainly, 
often ſaid to myſelf, exulting, what a hap- 
Py, what an accompliſhed pair I ſhall boaſt, 
in ſuch a nephew and ſuch a niece But it 
is all over, and—the-partner of your ſoul 
18 no more Tou have met, amidſt all 
your 


— 
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your ſucceſs in life, with ſo many ills, that 
I hope you are prepared to obey the direc- 
tions in her dear epiſtle, which comes here- 
with, and which ſhe put into my hands on- 
ly two hours before her deceaſe: As to my 
part, I am fo overcome with this cruel 
ſtroke, that, if I had the talent, I have not 
the power to preach comfort to you want 
it too much myſelf—and begin to think 
that life a burthen—which, indeed, I have 
been too much a ſlave to: But, I hope, 
your reaſon, your principles, will enable 
you to bear up under ſuch a ſcene of dif. 
treſs. The dear creature has, in her will, 
. whereby ſhe makes you her ſole executor, 
and reſiduary legatee, and the heir to the 
greateſt part of her fortune, requeſted and 
ordered her remains to be depoſited in your 
family burying-place at Cork, I preſume, 
with an endearing hope that your remains 
will reſt there alſo : To-morrow we mourn- 
fully ſet out to fulfil that part of her deſire, 
with all neceſſary funeral honours; and then 
I intend to finiſh all my worldly affairs, and 
to ſet out for England, to ſpend the re- 
mainder of my days near you; for I am 
too ſick of life to make any further buſtle 
in it. You have ſufficient—=I have no- 
body elſe to care for; and all I have is 

| ; | your's, 
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your's. I pray God to calm your griefs, 
and am, : vt'; 


Deareſ Davy, 
Your moſt affefionate, 
but forroful kinſman, 
Tuo. Rancz R. 


8 Lew the youthful reader, full of the 
warm reliſh of life, full of gay and flatter- 
ing expectations, put himſelf in the con- 
dition of poor _ perhaps, he may 
then conceive a part of the grief t that aſſail- 
ed him upon theſe dreadful tidings. It was 
his good fortune to have his friend, M Ken- 
zie, at breakfaſt with him, in his chamber, 
when he broke the ſeals, otherwiſe his afflic- 
tion might have had more deſperate effects. 
A man who had felt ſo many ills himſelf, 
who had ſo much friendſh _P for Ranger, 
was very well qualified to aſſuage ſome of 
the firſt. Dr, of his diſtraction. He 
had ſcarce ſet his eyes upon the firſt lines of 
his poor Jady's letter, than, apprehenſion 
of what was to come pot him into a cold 
ſweat ; the big round drops rolled from his 


forehead— he eſſayed to exclaim; but the 
trembling lips could utter nothing his 


mouth filled, his eyes glared wildly on 
M*Kenzie, 
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M KRenzie, who looked wiſtfully at him, 
with ſurprize and affright, and in a mo- 
ment after he dropt down, in @ ſwoon, at 
his feet. That good creature, tho* quite 
diſconcerted at this ſudden incident, ran to 
him, and uſed every art to bring him to 
himſelf, which, however, it was a conſi- 
derable time before he could effect. And, 


when his ſenſes returned, and he was laid _ 


upon the bed, his groans and his heart- 


rending ſighs ſeemed every minute to be- 


token his breathing his laſt Oh! MRen- 
zie, he cried—my friend Oh ! how dear- 
ly do I pay for my good fortune in life— 
it is to me only perſonal—T loſe all thoſe I 
ſet the greateſt value upon—and am left in 
the world, as in a lonely wilderneſs !'—Oh! 
Molly ! my dear Molly ! This is the greateſt 
the moſt heart-felt loſs I ever experi- 
enced ;—Bur heaven, I hope, in pity to a 
wretch, will ſoon call me the ſame dreary 


path, 'and eaſe me of the pains of this x 


wretched being. Oh! (to M*Kenzie, who 
offered to interpoſe, tho* he did not yet 
know the ſource of his ſorrow) do not, my 
friend, offer any conſolation—lI behold my- 
ſelf abandoned by heaven, cut off from all 


the felicities—the allowable, deſirable feli: 


cities of life, and a being doomed to end- 
lefs miſeries! Oh! faireſt, beſt, and _— 
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of the creation to have formed ſuch vaſt 


hopes !—to have indulged ſuch fond ideas 
_ of bliſs !—and—now—when I leaſt expect- 
ed it, to have my joys ſo«daſhed with bit- 
terneſs.— Oh ! what religion—what philoſo- 
phy—what friendſhip can afford a remedy 
to my wounded ſoul !—Here a ſecond and 
ſtronger fit ſucceeded, ſo that M*Kenzie was 
obliged to ring for the ſervant, and ſend 
for lord Bertram and Clariſſa, who came, 
full of diſorder and fear, and were quite 
caſt down at the dreadful ſpectacle. M*Ken- 
zie ſoon informed them that the letters, 
which Jay ſcattered on the floor, were the 
cauſe of this melancholy ſcene, and Clariſſa 
"eagerly ſnatching them up, and ſeeing one 
of them was from lady. O Hara, haſtily ran 
it partly over, and as ſuddenly fel] hack in 
a chair, her eyes ſtreaming with tears, and 
; ſending forth a doleful ſcream, cried—Oh! 
_ © gracious heaven—my dear. friend is dead! 
no wonder poor Ranger is ſo affeCted !— 
lady O Hara is no more! The terror and 
ſurprize of the two gent!/emen were nearly 
equal to her own; but all reflection upon 
this fatal accident was ſoon abſorbed in the 
conſideration of the ſad ſituation of poor 
Ranger, who came to himſelf, ſo weakened 
and jaded, that it was thought proper to 


put him to bed, where a violent fever ſoon 
ſucceed- 
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ſucceeding, his friend began to be in the 
utmoſt apprehenſion for his life, tho? the 
moſt ſkilful phyſicians attanded him, and 
uſed all their art in his favour. Clariſſa and 
Leonora, with tearful eyes, never left his 
bedſide; Bertram and Lothario drooped 
with ſorrow, and the faithful M*Kenzie felt 
more than can be expreſſed; whilſt the doors 
were perpetually beſieged with enquiries 
after his condition, and the whole town 
. ſeemed overwhelmed with ſorrow. For 
many days he was delirious, and inceſſant- 
1y ravipg of his loſs—naming all the miſ- 
haps af his life; and all in ſo tender, ſo 
affecting a language, that the ſtanders by 
were frequently melted into tears. In ſhort, 
there was no hopes from any thing, for a 
long time, but the ſtrength of his conſtitu- 
tion and his youth, which at length began 

to get the upper hand of his diſtemper, to 
the great joy and ſatisfaction of all his 
friends, who were perpetually petitioning 
heaven in his favour, However, his mind 
remained in a very, very ſad ſtate ; quite 
harrowed and diſtracted, and tho' his noble 
friends, .and M*Kenzze, uſed all the moſt 
delicate methods to ſoothe and ſoften his 
| ſenſe of his misfortune, it was a long time 
before he was able to go abroad, or con- 


verſe with any ſpirit or freedom; but ſought * 
Vox. II. N out 
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but ſolitude, and moped about with an inat- 
tentiveneſs of face, that would have con- 
vinced any one that he was affected by ſome 
baleful frenzy. He loſt his reliſh for the 
ſtage, and for every other buſineſs or a- 
muſement, and thus remained, till Time, 
with his all- powerful influence, began to 
obliterate the moſt ſtriking traces of his 
Molly, and till, mixing in the diverſions 
his friends provided for him, and forced 
him to partake of, in ſome meaſure reſtored 
him to his wonted ſpirits, and once more 
gave him to the longing wiſhes of the ex- 
pecting, and almoſt deſpairing town. How- 
ever, for years afterwards, he never men- 
| tioned that beloved name without changing 
pale, or thought of her, but with a very vi- 
{ible emotion of ſoul. As ſoon as he could 
bear to write; he ordered the following epi- 
taph to be put upon a monument he de- 
ſtred his uncle to ſce erected to her memo- 
ry; told him he rejoiced at his reſolution 
of coming to England, and deferred all 
mention of other concerns till he ſnould ſee 

him there. | ay 4 
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TO THE MEMORY r 
dame MARY O HARA: 
Bur, 
WHO, IN HAPPIER DAYS, 
10/48 4: el 
| THE AMIABLE AND LOVELY 
Miss MARY, M*CARTHY. 
HER DEATH MADE FOR EVER UNHAPPY, 
ONE OF THE TRUEST 
AND MOST RESPECTFUL OF LOVERS 3 
WHO CAN NEVER CEASE 
TO LAMENT HER LOSS, 


OH lovely fair, theſe ſorrowing lines ſhould tell 
How lov'd you liv'd, and how deplor'd you fell 
But, ah! all power of numbers is too faint, 
Thy worth, thy virtue, or thy charms to paint; 
Vet love, yet gratitude, attempts the ſtrain, , 
And decks with mournful verſe the ſacred fane. 


MARIA, whoſe dear name adorns this ſtone, 
Gave peace to ev'ry breaſt, but loſt her own: 
Early th” inhuman parent's tyrant fway, _ 
Chas'd ev*ry comfort fro her far away 

Then curs'd with bitterneſs Oh wretched life! 
Th' unhappy maid, became a mourning wife: 

| Forc'd from thoſe arms which reaſon made her own, 


Her ſorrows known to heaven and her alone; 
N 2 | Calmly £ 
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Calmly ſhe ſuffer'd in life's blooming pride; 
And gave to duty what her love deny d. 
Theſe torments paſt, and all her ſorrows oer, 
Advanc'd the wiſh'd for peace, the joyous hour, 


One fatal blow, ſo Providence ordain d. 


In death's cold ſleep, the lovely matron chain'd ; 
Reſerving to. itſelf the bleſt amends, 

That on ſuch truth, ſuch piety attends; 

We weep, yet murmur not at your decree, . 
Tho? the ſad lover's ling'ring miſery ; 
Sends up inceſlant prayers to be remov'd, 
To. join the faint he valu'd fo, and lov'd. 


* 
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CHAP. XIV. - 


Mr. Thomas Ranger arrives in England. 
Meeting of bim and his nephew.—-1 IP 
by the latter to his noble friends. —Settle- 
ment of all his affairs. — More misfortunes. 
—7¹ "fit from Delanio and Maria — Ran- 
ger's ſober and regular way of life.— Intro- 
duced into the frienaſpip of lord Vitruvius. 

' —Once more falls in love. —Which is for- 
warded by a particular circumſtance —Con- 
clufion of theſe delectablè adventures, with a 
word or two to the criticks, &c. 


N about two months from this melan- 
choly period, Mr. Ranger received a let- 
ter of information from his uncle, that he 
propoſed to embark for England in a few 
days, having ſettled all his affairs in Ire- 
land, and put his nephew's into ſuch a train, 
that he might eaſily manage them by his 
honeſt agent at Tu/la. Upon this intelli- 
gence Ranger and M*Kenzie ſet out, in a- 
bout ſix days afterwards, to wait for him at 
a ſeat of lord Bertram's, ſome miles beyond 
Dunſtable, which his nephew, by letter, had 
deſired him to take in his route to London. 
They here ſpent ſeveral days in rural ſports 
and amuſements, and the purſuit of the 
Fes! or, rhe deſtruction of thg, feathered 
N 3, - Face, 
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race, ſerved to divert a mind, which was 
yet not recovered from the late ſhocks it 
had felt, from poring over the various ills 
it had experienced. Theſe too well. remem- 
bered regrets cauſed fo violent commotions, 


often, that M*Kenzze, with all his art, and 


all his friend{hip, could ſcarcely compoſe ; 
and, indeed, frequently threw him into the 
tame turn of indulging ſorrow, and refreſh- 
ed his memory with all the doleful ſcenes 
that he himſelf had been a melancholy wit- 
neſs to. On theſe occaſions they became 
alternately the mourner and the comforter ; 
nor could either claim much pre-eminence 
in misfortune, fave that Ranger's ills were 
of a later date, and conſequently acted upog 


his foul with greater fury. But then he was 


naturally of a livelier caſt, and had a greater 
ſhare of ſpirits than MKenzie, who was of 


4 ſerious temper, and wanted that neceſſa- 


ry ſtock of alertneſs which Providence had 
ſo plentifully beſtowed on his friend, This 
is certain, that few perſons ever met with 
ſuch a number of ſucceſſive loſſes and dif- 
appointments,, and, in reality, few perſons 


ever combated them more with all the con- 
- fiderations and conſolations of reaſon and 
Philoſophy. The ſimilarity of their for- 


tunes were alſo ſurpriſing: If Ranger mourn- 
ei a father and mother, M*Kenzie had _ 
HIST rl, * 0 
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loſt his, tho? earlier in life ; if the father of 
one had hurt himſelf by a ſecond match, 
that of the other had reduced his finaricies 
by the itch of gaming. If Ranger wept his 


liter, his Sophia, his M*Carthy ;- ME Kenzie - 


in the loſs of his lovely wife and children, 
was more than equal with him, and for his 
worthy tutor Birch, could lament the gene- 
tous and diſintereſted Mr, Gusſton. But, in 
ſome reſpects, the ills of M Kenzie were fa- 
perior to any parallel with thoſe of Ranger. 
The former had been within view, imme- 
diate poſſeſſion, of a large fortune, of which 
the death of his. father-»1-law in one mo- 
ment deprived, him; afterwards, defrauded 
by a . neceſſity drove him to the 
ae, and whilſt Ranger had been.enjoying 
his rambles, and a e. in his theatric 
character, poor M*Kenzie had ehcountered 
with a great variety of perſonal misfortunes 
and diſtreſſes; had been reduced to naked 
neſs, and the moſt dreadful dilemmas, to 
famine, and even to the point of lay ing 
violent hands upon himſelf, to free him 1 — 
the miſeries that ſurrounded him. How: 
ever, with. a, generoſity ſeldom kann mn 
ſufferers, each ſeemed. to feel, the, other's 
woe more than his own, each magnified the 


_ . other's griefs, and each ſtrove to pour, the | 


balm of comfort on the other's. torgured, 
5.4 N 4 brealt. 
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breaſt. Affinity, conſanguinity, all abe cha- 
rities of father, ſon and brother, they were 
deprived of for ever; love drooped over 
them, and mourned the loſſes of the lovely 
fair ones that had inſpired their breaſts : 
No joy, no ſatisfaction, but that of friend- 
ſhip was left them, and that they partook 
of, perhaps, with as much ſincerity as ever 
any pair of companions did, which. pro- 
duced one morning the following lines 
from M*Kenzie, Who was certainly no poet, 
and conſequently was truly inſpired by it on 

this occaſion. 5 <0 


Mild friendſhip, with its pureſt ray, : 
lllumes my mind, and warms my breaſt; 
Chaſes each care, each grief away,  _ 

And gives the mournful ſuff rer reſt. * 


| | ; ETOP; 2, F 8 44 
Poſſeſs'd by thee, thou flame divine! 
Io nobleſt acts, the ſoul aſpires ; 
To virtue's call we pleas d incline, 
She makes us glow with all thy fires. 


Thou eaſeſt e' en the lovers pains, | 
Who mourn the Toft,'or abſent fair: 
With thee Ehzium conſtant reigns, 
And ev'ry bliſs thy vot'ries ſhare. 
| VO; > Flies of 7 ons We 95 T3, | 
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r delights of the country were ſo very 
greeable to them both; that they continued, 
without impatience to return to town, för 
ſome days after the time of Mr. Ranger's 
expected arrival; being, however, gentecl 
enough to let his lordſhip know their ſitu- 
ation, and that their viſiter was not arri ved, 
who, in anſwer, told them how pleaſed he 
was that they were pleaſed, and how ſorry 


that buſineſs hindered him and his Clariſſa | 
from joining them in their delicious retreat. 


And a delightſome retreat indeed it was; 
art and nature having, as it were, combin'd 
to make it agreeable, and as it was ſur- 
rounded by a good ſporting country, and the 
ſeats of ſeveral hoſpitable and ſociable gen- 
tlemen, they began to chear their hearts, 
and to ſtifle, if not totally to bury their diſ- 
quietudes. At length old Mr. Ranger ar- 
rived, attended by two ſervants in livery, 
and alighted at the gate, juſt as the two 
friends were traverſing the ſhady walk that 
led from it to the houſe ; but were ſo earn- 


eſt in diſcourſe, as not to perceive their vi - 


ficer, till the bell was rung, and the porter 


had let them thro* the gate; when Ranger, 


caſting up his eyes, at once knew the per- 
ſon of the only relation he had in being, 
and who had long obliterated all diſguſt to 
him from his mind, and had on many late 


N 5 accounts 
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accounts a moſt tender ſhare in his affection. 
For tho" he had formerly, as before related, 
ſhewed ſomewhat of a mean and ſordid dif- 
poſition; yet he had ſince been totally 
changed, and beſides having been a faithful 
ſteward to his nephew, had aſſiſted in the 
luaſt moments, and ſuperintended the obſe- 
quies of his dear father, and his lovely M Car- 
thy; came on purpoſe to England to enjoy 
his ſociety, for the remainder of his days, 
and to make him his ſole and univerſal heir 
of all his eſtate and effects, which were very 
conſiderable. No wonder then, if the meet- 
ing of theſe gentlemen was no common ce- 
remony; but mingled with tears, and ac- 
companied by the moſt ſtrenuous embraces, 
Dear, dear nephew my kind and good 
uncle, being repeated by one and the other, 
in the ſirſt tranſports of joy, and of forrow- 
tu] reflection, that the ſight of each other oc - 
caſioned. Theſe firſt tumultuous endear- 
ments over, Ranger preſented M*Kenzie to 
him, as his valued friend, and the partici- 
pator of all his joys and ſorrows, with whoſe 
Kory as he was now not upacquainted, hav- 
ing had-it from his late dear niece, as he 
called poor lady O Here, he received him 
with friendſhip and affection. They then 
uſhered him into a ſuperb apartment, and 
dars given directions. that proper care 


ſhould 
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ſhould be taken of the ſervants and the 
horſes, a repaſt was brought in for the re- 
freſhment of the old gentleman, which over, 
they ſet down tet à #84 to a friendly teca- 
pitulation of their ſeveral affairs, as the ac- 
cidents of Mr. Ranger's journey, the opi- 
nion he had entertained of the country, 

which, now, for the firſt time, he had taken 
a ſurvey of, and the melancholy death of 
the poor lady O Hara, a ſtring which young 
Mr. Ranger could not help more particularly 
Harping * on on this fight of his uncle. 
Oh! Sir, he cried, what a profuſion of hap- 
pineſs had my imagination treaſured up, in 
the ſociety of that excellent creature Her 
charms would have contributed to obli- 
terate all my former ills on her dear bo- 
ſom 1 ſhould have reſted all my cares, and 
all my ſollicitudes. Like the poor ſhip- 
wrecked mariner, who, ſtruggling with the 
foaming billows, ſees at a diſtance ſome 

verdant ſpot, towards which, whilſt he ſends 
his longing eyes, a mounting wave buries 
him at once in the dread abyſs: So I, fond- 
ly flattering myſelf with the poſſeſſion of © 
this treaſure, have been, by the cruel and 
relentleſs hand of death, deprived. of all 


my or Ts | 
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T Now, alas! 
I iger wretchedly, from place to place ; 


And like a ſhipwreck'd mariner, aghaſt, 


On ſome curs'd, barren ſhelf, I ſeek in vain, 
With wand'ring eyes, for help in my deſpair! 


Your good ſenſe, interrupted M*Kenzie, in 
ſome meaſure to alleviate the ſorrow with 
which he pronounced theſe words, will in- 
form you, your religion will convince you, 
that we are ſent here for higher purpoſes 


than the bare gratifications of this world, 


and that we are croſſed in our deſigns, con- 
founded in our purpoſes, merely to prove 
to us how tranſitory a ſtate is this mortal 
life, and to purge and prepare our fouls for 
a more bliſsful ſituation, in which there 


will be no more croſſes nor diſappoint- 
ments, no mourning, or ſhedding of tears, 


and where an oblivion of all our former ills 


will be one happycircamſtanceof ourchange. 
Wiſely the heathens made the Lelbean 
- draught the firſt means of the happineſs of 
their. Elyſium; fince mental reflection, even 
upon paſt misfortunes, would imbitter all 
the joys of immortality. It is our duty, 
then, to preſs forward tb this mark, where- 
thoſe we lament are only gone ſome ſhort 
. ſpace before us; and to attain the delight- 


ful prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt, 
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a fincere ſearch after, and practice of our re- 
ligious duties; hut, above all, the conſtant 
perſiſtance in a courſe. of virtue ſeem the 
only requiſites. This can along inſure a t 
diſpoſition of ſoul fitted for bliſs ; and tho 
ur notions of a local heaven and helf inc 
be too far carried, yet it is reaſonable to 
think, that one main difference between the 
ſons of God, and the ſervants of ſin, will 
be the calm reſult of a peaceable and quiet 
mind, or the dreadful roarings and toſſings, 
the violent perturbations of ſouls foul with 
the ſtains of iniquity, encreaſed by a con- 
ſtant view of the bliſs enjoyed by the finds 
in glory. What worſe can 


the damn'd endure, 
Then, knowing heaven, to know it loft 
for ever ? 


Fortified, as we both are, 1 1 
like theſe, we can bear up againſt, and ſtem 
the torrent of the evils that have aſſailed 
us; bleſſing God for the good we ſtill en- 
joy, and ſubmitting, humbly, to the ſtrokes 
of affliction, it has pleaſed him, in his good 

providence, to lay upon us, for our chaſtiſe- 

ment, but not for our deſtruction. Why, 
replies Ranger, it is by ſuch. reflections a8 
theſe, that I am able to live; but ſtill the 
man will be predominant at times, 25 1 
: itter- 
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bitterneſs of grief break in upon the ſoul, 


which ſome eonſtitutions, perhaps, would 
be unable to ſupport. But, come, you have 


recalled me to myſelf, my dear friend; and, 


Sir, turning to his uncle, I will make you 


amends for giving you the pain I perceive 
J have, by attending ſolely to the gratifica- 


tion of your pleaſure and curioſity. So ſay- 


ing, they finiſned their bottle, and then 
carried the old gentleman thro? all parts of 
the ſeat, and extenſive gardens, on which 
he expreſſed much ſatis faction, and the next 
morning all ſet out for Landon, where Davy 
carried him to take poſſeſſion of a houſe he 


had bought and furniſned for him, and 
where he now intended to reſide himſelf, in 


the neighbourhood of lord Bertram's; and, 
on the morning enſuing, preſented him to 
that nobleman and his lady, Leanora and 
Lothario, and all his other friends, by whom 
he was received with a diſtinction that dif- 
played the great value and eſteem they had 


for his nephew. Some time after, when 
they became ſettled in their new abode, 


| 1 had the courage to ſurvey the will 
of his dear M*Carthy, wherein, fave about 
1000 pounds, ſhe had left the whole of her 
fortune to him, with theſe remarkable ex- 
preſſions, For to whom can I with more 


3 n what I poſſeſs, than to 


ae the 
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„ the dear man, who, had God ſeen: fit to 
„ ſpare my life, in a very few weeks would 
« have been the undoubted maſter of me 
and them, as he was before of my ten- 
« dereſt affections.” Such a teſtimony, of 
the regard of his lovely fair, once more re- 
called all his ſorrow, and, diſſolved in tears, 
he afreſh lamented his ſad, his cruel loſs. 
His uncle, then, accounted to him for all 
the ſums he had of his in his hands, as 
well as the profits of the Tulla eſtate; and 
then ſaid, You ſee, nephew, you are now 
ſufficiently rich; but, beſides I ſhall add to 
your ſtock: 20, ooo l. which even now you 
ſhall have the abſolute diſpoſal of. Ah! 
Sir, — my dear uncle, Ranger made anſwer,: 
—half this droſs, and the preſervation of. 
our friends, would have made me happy 
But now, Sir, as you have been conſtantly 
uſed to buſineſs, an entire and total ceſſation 
from it may, perhaps, not be agreeable to 
vou. Therefore, after thus, embracing 
him, thus ſincerely paying you my dutiful 
acknowledgments for all your pains and 
cares uſed in my intereſt: Pray, Sir, take 
again all theſe writings and concerns into 
your poſſeſſion, continue ſtill to manage 
both our fortunes,” whilſt I, for ſome time 
longer, follow my preſent vocation, from 
which I am able to add ſome thouſands, al. 
Was - [> - ready, 


- 
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ready, to our captial, that you are not yet 
aware of. After ſome ſtruggle the uncle 
conſented to continue his nephew's agent, 
and they began to live together (with 
M Kenzie, who they had inſiſted ſhould 
have an apartment in their houſe) with 
great cordiality and harmony, daily viſiting, 
and being viſited by all their noble ac- 
quaintance, and their houſe became the re- 
ſort of the learned and the polite, and young 
Ranger the Maecenas of the Literati. He 
ſeemed now to have recovered from his de- 
proving condition entirely, and to enjoy the 
ial bleſſings of life, with his uncle, his- 
M*Kenzie, and Bertram; but about this 
time his noble friends alſo received a very 
great blow, in ſeveral ſucceſſive loſſes of 
their honoured parents and relatives. The 
earl of ——, lord Bertram's father, after all 
his doubling and winding in the myſteries. 
of ſtate, was overcome by that potent ad- 
verſary Death, who, for a long time, he 
had combated by all the arts of phyſic. He 
died in full poſſeſſion of his power, as a mi- 
niſter, tho' ſome of his enemies OY 
* his deceaſe, that 


124 His conſcience was a worm within 
That gnaw'd bim night and day. 


For let a man be ever ſo elevated, he muſt 
MI} 9 1 g 
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undergo the cenſure of the world, and after 
death his real countenance will be unveiled. 
His remove was ſoon followed by that of 
the good lord and lady ——, the father 
and mother of Clariſſa and Leonor, after 
having long enjoyed all poſſible earthly fe- 
licity, in the happineſs, the delightſome 
ſituation of their children; and about the 
ſame time the kind and humane Sir James 
„their uncle, alſo ſurrendered up his 
breath to him that inſpired it. Notwith- 
ſtanding the honours,, and the immenſe 
riches that hence flowed in upon lord Ber- 
tram, he, with his Clariſſa, and Leonora, and 
Lotbario, were overwhelmed: with ſorrow, 
and now demanded conſolation from all the 
endeavours of their friends. Ranger and 
MfKenzie were fo aſſiduous in this melan- 
choly exigency, that they ſeldom! departed 
from them, and once more this amiable ſo- 
ciety wore the outward ſemblance, and felt 
the inward” force of the moſt bitter, and 
moſt cruel ſorrow. Ranger and M*Kenzit 
were; - on this occaſion, fincere mourners, 
not only on their friends, but on their own. 
account; for the noble perſons departed, | 
had ſo ſeconded the attachment of their 
children for this brace of friends, that, they 
not only did all in their power to oblige 
1 wy alſo grew perfectly enamoured of 

their 
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their good qualities and virtues, and each 
left them conſiderable legacies, as tokens of 
their regard, at their deaths. Their ſeveral 
obſequies were performed with the uſual 
pomp and ceremony, and they were laid 
at peace with their anceſtors, as the book of 
the peerage of the nobles of Britain bas ſo 
elaborately, and with ſuch preciſion, ſet 
forth; but it was many months before their 
worthy offspring could overcome the ſhock 
their deaths occaſioned; which however 
met with ſome conſiderable alleviation in a 
viſit they ſoon after received from Delanio 
and. his. Maria, who were reſolved, once at 
leaft,, they ſaid, to ſee their benefactors, as 
they had long withed, in vain, for their ar- 
nval at their country villa. My readers 
will not at all doubt that this interview was 
very agreeable to Leonora, Loibario and 
Ranger, who careſſed the faithful pair with- 
out meaſure, and preſented them to the reſt 
of their circle, by whom, they were received 
with a cordiality that their merits inſpired. 
Delanio had overcome his romantic diſpo- 
ſition, and ſpoke and acted like an inhabi- 
tant of the world; but ſtill could ſcarce 
ever bear his Maria from his ſight, and, 
with ſome pain, endured the round of po- 
lite viſits ſne was drawn to by his friends. 
After they had ſpent a conſiderable pe in 
5 their 
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their enjoyment of the pleaſures, if they 
may be called fo, that London yields, it was, 
in general, agreed by the whole ſociety, 
that they ſhould conduct them back to their 
retirement, which accordingly they did, 
and, in concluſion, viſited the old baronet, 
La father, and ſeveral of thoſe de- 
lightful ſeats and fine eſtates of which Ber- 
tram, nbw earl of vas become poſ- 
ſeſſed, and where they partook of all thoſe 
calm and untainted bleſſings that rural life 
communicates to thoſe minds that have a 
reliſn for innocence and peace. In three 
months time they returned again to London, 
to fill up their ſtations in buſy life, Where 
er ſhone with ſtill enereaſed luſtre. The 
large fortune he now found himſelf ſure of 
the poſſeſſion and reverſion of, not at all elat- 
ed or puffed up his mind; he was ſtill the 
obliging, the affable, the generous Davy. 
Depreſſed honeſty, and needy wit found a 
ready relief from his tender heart, and his 
open beftowing hand: To hear of misfor- 
tune was an immediate motive of redreſ- 
ling it, as far as his power and abilities ex- 
tended, and he was, in private life, all the” 
great and amiable characters he fo well per- 
ſonated upon the ſtage. , Meantime his oe- 
conomy and prudence went hand in hand 
with his generoſity. - His frugality and tem- 
perance 


— — —— — 


— . Ir *ꝛʃ.̃ -˙. — 
. 


- — — — 


—̃ cw —— —᷑'7˙§˙ꝙ¶ —U—üw 2 
* 
. 


* 


284 The JoveniLs AnvenTuREs 


-0 


perance was an example to all the ſons of 
fortune, and his vacant hours were paſt in 
ſuch converſe, and ſuch amuſements, as are 
a credit and a profit to humanity. No 
wonder if, thus behaving, he continued to 
be the idol, not only of the particular circle 
of his friends, but of all the world, and 
that his friendſhip and acquaintance was 
ſought after by all ranks of people. Amongſt 
the reſt, the great Vitruvius became ena- 
moured of his virtues, and ſoon contracted 
ſuch a fondneſs for his converſation, that 
he engroſſed him from all other ſociety. 
This nobleman was immenſely rich, and 


enjoyed many of the greateſt poſts under the 


government, and his lady was the daughter 


. of one of the wiſeſt and greateſt peers, that 
ever, in this country, was dignified with a 
title, and reflected the greateſt honour and 
- luſtre upon his deſcendants. This illuſtri- 


ous woman, partaking of her lord's incli- 
nation for Ranger, and having, from Cla- 


riſſa and Leonora, heard the ſtory of his hard 


hap in the affairs of love, contrived to place 
a lure in his way, which, ſhe hoped, would 


obliterate from his mind all his misfortunes. 


— No gratification” can yield more joy to 
females, than that of bringing together and 
coupling their friends, after themſelves have 
entered the marriage ſtate, and it 
A e 
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ed the ſage metaphyſical enquirers into the 
motives of human actions and paſſions, whe- 
ther this inclination to match-making ariſes 
from good or bad motives; whether, charm- 
ed with their happy ſituation, they benevo- 
lently are ſtimulated to make their friends 


as happy; or, uneaſy under it, are willing 


to have companions in misfortune.— Her 
ladyſhip had, in her retinue, a moſt en- 


chanting agreeable female, whom we ſhall 


call Miſs Tulip; who, not only poſſeſſed all 
the charms of a fine perſon and behaviour, 
but a ſoul of the very nobleſt caſt, and a 
mind adorned with every amiable grace, 
She became enamoured of our hero, after a 
very ſhort intercourſe of civilities, and a con- 
viction, that he was one of the moſt gene- 
rous and moſt accompliſhed of his fex. A 


particular circumſtance firſt. engaged Rau- 


ger's regards and attachment to this beau- 
ty. She had all the ſweetneſs and ſoftneſs 
of his Sophia, and her features wore in them 
ſo much of his M*Carthy, that, from mourn- 
fully. ſighing over the reſemblance, he at 
length began to deſire the poſſeſſion of the 
lovely fair one; and gratitude to his for- 


mer loves contributed, with admiration of 
the preſent object, to make an entire con- 


queſt of His affection in her favour; and the 
wal meaſure of time allowed-to courtſhip 
_ expired, 


{ 
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expired, no doubt can be made that the 


holy tye will unite for ever this delightful 
ir. 3 

5 here, gentle reader, notwithſtand- 

ing thy overweening curioſity may be diſap- 
inted, in not being permitted to partake 

of ſuch a bleſſed concluſion of theſe adven- 

tures, thou muſt ſuſpend thy expectations 

for the preſent ; for, further this biographer 


ſayeth not. He has, agreeable to the 


maxims of writers of this claſs, extricated 
his hero from all his difficulties and diſtreſ- 
ſes, brought him within view of his final 
conſolation in this world, and leaves him 
ſurrounded by his uncle and friends, Ber- 


| tram, Clariſſa, Leonora, Lothario and M Ren. 


zie, who, at this preſent writing, are all 


well and happy; and, that they may long 


continue fo, is his ſincere and fervent 


Prayer. 


AnD now, ye tremendous criticks, with 
whom our times are ſo replete, nothing re- 


mains, but to ſay a word or two to your 


worſhips, before I lay down my pen, and 
recur to my former obſcurity. To exerciſe 
your talents, you will find in theſe memoirs 
abundance of Auachroniſm, and Parachronijm 


too: And, as I have written in a gay, diſ- 


engaged manner, you will -alfo find abun- 


| dant matter to object * my ſtile and 


3 language 1 
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language in many inſtances. Some notions 
here and there advanced, are new-fangled 
- ones, which will employ a great deal of 
your ſkili to refute ; and many quotations 
are-made, with the looſe and careleſs air 
of a gentleman, tho* not with the preci- 
ſion that your grave cenſorſhips, perhaps, 
will inſiſt upon as neceſſary. That I might 
leave free ſcope for your humour to vent it- 
ſelf, you will, here and there, alſo find ſome 
polite Latin, and alſo ſome Greet phrafes. 
Angliciſed, all which, tho* I do not at all 
fear it, will paſs the cenſure of your awful 
and damning tribunal. But this I am ſen- 
fible-of, that, if that aggregate, the Town, 
ſhould approve theſe my labours, all your 
nibbling will as little prejudice me, as the 
efforts of the viper could ſmooth the file by 
licking it. N 7s 
Ano, oh! ye Parody mongers, ye Paral- 
lelixers, and ye dealers in fecret hiſtory and 
| ſcandal, a word alſo with you; bat 


If you theſe pages chance to take in hand, & 
Speak of them as they are, nothing extenuate, 
Nor ſet down aught in malice! 


The author is conſcious of no malevolence, 
or deſign to detract from the good name of 
any one; and therefore, if ye ſhould think 
he aims at retailing the adventures of 
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any applauded perſon now in being, dwell 
ye in the parallel, upon the amiable parts 
of Rangers conduct, and leave his flips and 
miſcarriages out of the queſtion; ſo ſnall 
ye find much to admire, and more to imi- 
tate, in the courſe of your reading. But, 
above all, look at home, and reflect whe- 
ther you yourſelves have paſt your juvenile 
days, without affording matter of ſufficient 
cenſure upon your conduct; and, if ye can 
exculpate yourſelves, fling the firſt dart of 
bitter reproach. .: Let it be remembered 
alſo, that very high myſteries may be couched 
under the character of a player, which guiſe 

I have made my hero aſſume; and that, the 
circumſtance of his being Wenke. in a / 
drammatical capacity, cannot at all ſtrengthen 
your parallel, with regard to any particular 
wight of your acquaintance z for, 


Totus Mundus agit Hiſtrionem ! 
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| Vol. I. p. 173. I. 25. for Sir Julius, r. Sir Juſtus. | 
Vol. u. p- 2 I. 16. after Briſtol, "add, thro" which, after 


baving cred ſe many counties, they directed their route, 
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